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Dear Community Member,

S
uccess comes from people collaborating to achieve a goal greater 
than any one individual, community or county can achieve on its own. 
We all know certain people that we can count on — those we call 
connectors.

They are trusted sources of information, the real go-getters when 
things need to get done who make a difference in our communities every day. 
The purpose of the Bluegrass Community Connectors Project is to identify these 
great civic connectors in the Bluegrass region who make significant things happen 
in our communities. Bringing these individuals together can create the synergy 
necessary to advance our common good like never before.

The project, which began in August 2011, has been a great success for our 
community — and it’s just the beginning. More than 5,000 nominations were 
received during a five-month process, which sought input from all areas of 
our regional community. While people throughout the state were identified, 
the majority of nominations were from a 10-county area in Central Kentucky: 
Anderson, Bourbon, Clark, Fayette, Franklin, Jessamine, Madison, Montgomery, 
Scott and Woodford. Each of these communities identified trusted leaders who 
get things done.

Central Kentucky has long been recognized as a leader and innovator in our 
nation and this project is no exception. The Bluegrass Community Connector 
project is only the fifth connector project in the country, and the first to truly be 
a regionally focused project. The community support has also set the bar for this 
work, with more nominations than had been received in Philadelphia and nearly 
as many as were received in Louisville.

We would like to thank the sponsors for making this project come to life. 
Those who stepped up financially will see their return many times over as our 
Community Connectors find new ways to improve and inspire the Bluegrass. 
Local media teamed up to support the cause, helping to spread the word and 
solicit the astounding number of nominations that were received.

These Connectors are an important resource to our community and identifying 
them was only the first step. Although we do not know exactly what’s next, we 
know it will be valuable. Rather than dictating the direction for these Connectors, 
our aim is to assist them in connecting with one another. 

We will facilitate action, not order it. Our role is to ensure these important 
Community Connectors have the tools and resources needed to expand the 
good work they have been recognized for doing. The ultimate goal is to leverage 
the power of their networks to bring fresh energy in important issues on the 
community agenda.

To all who have been recognized as a Bluegrass Community Connector — 
congratulations. We can accomplish more together than any of us can alone.

Thank you for your support,

Bluegrass Community Connectors Leadership Team
Carol Bates, United Way of the Bluegrass
Bill Farmer, United Way of the Bluegrass
Lyle Hanna, Hanna Resource Group
David Kitchen, United Way of the Bluegrass
Kim Menke, Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky Inc.
Bob Quick, Commerce Lexington Inc.
Harry Richart, PNC (retired)
Alexandra Trapp, Trapp Communications

Showing you the way to a brighter community.
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