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See HEALTH, A2

At least 25 health depart-
ment employees will lose their 
jobs due to deep budget cuts at 
the state and federal levels, Dr. 
Rice Leach, Lexington’s health 

commissioner, said Monday at a 
Board of Health meeting.

Leach said he hopes to tell 
specific employees of their fates 
by the end of next week.

It is possible that about 10 
employees cut from the health 

department could find work with 
HealthFirst, a recently formed 
non-profit that is taking over 
many of the department’s clinical 
services.

The health department, which 
now has 190 employees, is facing 
an overall cut of about $2 million 
in its $14 million budget, he said. 

Leach added that more than 
25 positions could be cut; his 
staff is still trying to determine 
how state cuts will affect Fayette 
County. 

Officials at the state De-
partment of Public Health are 
 finalizing the budget for the 58 

CUTS IN STATE AND FEDERAL BUDGETS TRICKLE DOWN

Health department expects at least 25 layoffs

By Mary Meehan
mmeehan1@herald-leader.com

PLANE-LY VISIBLE

As it came in for a landing from a flight Monday, a 1929 Ford Tri-Motor plane flew over Calumet Farm on the approach to Blue Grass Airport. The plane, 
one of eight among the original 199 Tri-Motors that are still airworthy, is on display at The Aviation Museum of the Bluegrass through Wednesday. 
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Kids attending The Aviation Museum of Kentucky’s summer 
camp lined up Monday to have their pictures taken by the plane. 
The Tri-Motor is nicknamed “The Tin Goose.”

Girard Westerberg, left, was among those who 
went for a ride Monday. The plane can carry up 
to nine passengers. Each gets a window seat.

A vintage 1929 
Ford Tri-Motor aircraft 
is on display through 
Wednesday at the 
Aviation Museum of 
Kentucky at Blue Grass 
Airport as part of a tour 
of the United States. 
The public can tour and 
ride the plane. Flights, 
$80, will be offered from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
and Wednesday. See a photo 

gallery online.

Patient-care workers might start getting 
more money at Bluegrass Regional Mental 
Health-Mental Retardation Board, which is 
Central Kentucky’s state-backed provider of 
mental health care.

Bluegrass has sent letters to its 2,300 em-
ployees suggesting that raises 
or one-time bonuses could be 
approved by the non-profit’s 
board of directors at a special 
meeting Thursday. The an-
nouncement follows Lexington 
Herald-Leader stories about 
Bluegrass’s spending — in-
cluding executive pay — and 
an impending financial exami-
nation by state Auditor Adam Edelen.

Money for raises for most Bluegrass employ-
ees could come from $31 million in cash reserves 
and similar assets, board chairman Scott Gould 
and chief executive officer Shannon Ware wrote 
in one of the letters, sent Friday in response to 
the newspaper stories. For Bluegrass workers 
at facilities in Somerset, a bonus to be paid by 
June 30 could come from the non-profit’s current 

Board 
considers 
raises for 
workers

By John Cheves
jcheves@herald-leader.com
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A Lexington doctor who got his Kentucky 
medical license back after giving it up when 
the state accused him of overprescribing pain 
medication has had his practice restricted af-
ter recent allegations of similar issues.

Dr. James Heaphy, who specializes in inter-
nal medicine, entered into an agreement with 
the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure last 
month that prohibits him from prescribing 
controlled substances.

A board consultant issued an opinion that 

HEAPHY SURRENDERED LICENSE  
IN 2009 BUT GOT IT BACK IN 2011

Doctor can’t 
write pain-pill 
prescriptions 

By Karla Ward and Josh Kegley
kward1@herald-leader.com, jkegley@herald-leader.com

Your Family, Your Doctor
M. Brennan Royalty, M.D., formerly of Frankfort Family Medicine, is now part
of Saint Joseph Primary Care Associates. Dr. Royalty is a board-certified family
physician who provides comprehensive health care to patients of all ages. He
specializes in treating musculoskeletal overuse and acute sports injuries in all
age groups. He also develops exercise programs for patients with chronic disease.

141 N. Eagle Creek Drive, Suite 100, Lexington
Conveniently located near Hamburg Pavilion.

For Appointments
859.263.0329

KentuckyOneHealth.org
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Get a shampoo, cut and style

for $30 (Value $60)


