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IN OUR VIEW

A ‘passive’ home
It makes sense for Habitat to
build energy efficient houses
In the past quarter of  a cen-

tury, Habitat for Humanity has
built scores of  houses for the
working poor throughout Ken-
tucky, including many in this
corner of  the state. But the
Habitat house now being built
in Berea is different from all
other Habitat homes built in
the state, and one hopes it will
set a standard that future Habi-
tat houses.
The house in Berea is being

billed as Habitat’s first “pas-
sive” home in Kentucky. What’s
a “passive” home? Well, by defi-
nition it is one that exceeds fed-
eral Energy Star ratings and
state requirements for building
codes. 
The Berea home — which like

most Habitat homes was built
by volunteers and by the “sweat
equity” of members of the fam-
ily that will purchase it through
a non-interest loan — has “su-
per-insulation,” three-paned
windows and a heat-exchange
ventilation system. It is de-
signed to reduce energy use by
up to 80 percent.
Certified consultant Ginger

Watkins says requirements for
passive housing includes mak-
ing sure homeowners have min-
imum utility bills, a low demand

for electricity and few emis-
sions.
Of  course, it costs more to

build an energy-efficient home
than other homes simply be-
cause materials are more expen-
sive. That means the family that
will purchase the home will
have to borrow more money and
have higher monthly payments,
but they are likely to be able to
offset the higher construction
costs through the savings they
receive each month through
their lower gas and electric bills.
Habitat enables the working

poor — families with jobs that
do not pay enough for them to
buy homes through traditional
methods — to purchase homes
by not charging them interest
on their Habitat loans. Not pay-
ing interest can reduce the
monthly payment on a loan by
50 percent or more. Building an
energy-efficient home will fur-
ther save thousands of  dollars
in their energy bills. 
As we see it, building a “pas-

sive” home is another way to
not only help the working poor
buy houses but to help them
buy homes that are well built.
“Passive” homes are an idea
that other Habitat chapters in
Kentucky should copy.

Independent
The

Members of the Editorial Board
Eddie Blakeley, publisher

Mark Maynard, editor John Cannon, opinion page editor

Lee Ward, lifestyle editor Lisa Callihan, business manager

“In Your View” letters can be mailed to  The Independent, 
P.O. Box 311, Ashland, KY 41105-0311, sent to us by e-mail at 

letters@dailyindependent.com, faxed to us at 
(606) 326-2678, or delivered to our office at 

224 17th Street in downtown Ashland.

On behalf  of  everyone at
CAReS, I thank all of  those
who participated in our second
annual “Walk for CAReS”
event at the Kyova Mall. We
were able to have a successful
event because of  all of  the peo-
ple who took part in the walk. 
We especially thank our

sponsors: TravCom; AVON-
Family First Team-Indepen-
dent AVON representatives;
Callihan’s American Pub &
Grill; Next Mile; Tri-State Lawn
Care; Ashland Office Supply;
Eagle Distributing; Cardinal
Management; Kentucky
Farmer’s Bank; Kroger; Tim
Horton’s; Sweet & Sassy
Treats; Kyova Mall; Chick-fil-A;

and Jolly Pirate Donuts.
A special thank you goes to

our generous door-prize donors. 
Funds raised go to fight

poverty, helping the homeless,
feeding the hungry and assist-
ing in providing basic needs.

Ashley Traylor
VISTA leader

CAReS
t

The family of  Elsie Marcum
Grizzle thanks everyone for the
kind words and support, flow-
ers, food and cards. Thanks al-
so to Our Lady of  Bellefonte
Hospital and Preston Family
Funeral Home. 

Sandra Marcum
Ashland

WORDS OF THANKS

Who knows more about weather:
Rick Santorum or the groundhog?

I
n early February, before a
cheering throng of
drunks and other digni-
taries, Punxsutawney

Phil, the famous groundhog
meteorologist, saw his shad-
ow, indicating six more weeks
of  winter weather. Whereupon
it became so unseasonably
warm that by March some peo-
ple — i.e., me — were mowing
their yards earlier than they
ever remembered.
As the mowers mowed, the

buds budded and the birds took
wing, a sense of personal unease
was as much in the air as pollen.
If  you can’t trust a respected
groundhog, who can you trust in
this life? Of course, it is possible
that Phil’s top-hatted handlers,
not having taken the Rosetta
Stone course in groundhog lan-
guage, mistranslated his posi-
tion. But my own theory is this:
This is what you get from hang-
ing out with men who wear top
hats.
Men in top hats tend to be in

denial about basic things; for ex-
ample, that this is not the 19th
century, and that here in the
21st century something is evi-
dently wrong with the regular
climate cycles — and not just in
Punxsutawney.
While nobody can be certain

that the early spring here in the
East is a manifestation of global
warming, you know the old say-
ing: Something that looks like a
groundhog, walks like a ground-
hog and makes weather fore-
casts like a groundhog is proba-
bly a groundhog that gets his in-
formation from talk radio, as fil-
tered through men in top hats.
Indeed, the party that looks

out for the interests of men in
top hats is pretty much united
in the belief that global warm-
ing is a hoax — in particular,
man's alleged role in it.
Pennsylvania's own Rick San-

torum has been in the forefront
of such remarks, in the belief

that the Republi-
can primaries
are a competi-
tion to say the
stupidest things.
This strategy
has been quite
successful for
him. While San-
torum won't win,
he hopes to par-
lay his victories
into an appoint-
ment as Grand
Inquisitor in the

Romney administration.
Unfortunately, the climate —

not knowing concepts such as
conservative or liberal, Republi-
can or Democrat — just goes on
getting weirder and weirder,
pretty much as climate change
theory predicts. Tragically, this
erratic weather is also becoming
more deadly each passing year,
with hurricanes, tornadoes and
floods of growing ferocity.
In bursts of sanity, some con-

servative politicians admit that
perhaps the world’s scientists
have a point, but the perpetra-
tors are soon forced to recant
lest they be considered elitist —
which these days means anyone
who thinks.
Fortunately, there is a fall-

back position for smart conser-
vatives: Yes, the climate is
changing, as it always has done
periodically. This is correct. As
recently as 20,000 years ago,
Western Pennsylvania had gla-
ciers.
But whenever this concession

is made, hope springs into my
heart — for at least this is a step
forward into the bright light of
reality.
Yes, the world is growing

warmer; yes, it seems the weath-
er is growing more erratic, and
not just on the evidence of one
warm winter and spring but
across the whole range of
weather. And, no, Climategate,
which involved leaked emails

from climate scientists, didn't
prove the hoax that the deniers
alleged.
The facts of science and Moth-

er Nature herself stand mute on
our petty politics. If  that is ac-
knowledged, a sensible debate
about causes can begin and we
can leave the crazy stuff to San-
torum in a debate with the
groundhog.
People could then discuss

whether the Earth’s current cli-
matic convulsions are the in-
evitable result of epochal
change, or else they can debate
the possible pertinence of 1816,
known to history as the Year
There Was No Summer. The pre-
vious year a huge major vol-
canic eruption had occurred on
Mount Tambora, in what is now
Indonesia. It threw so much ash
into the air that it blocked the
sunlight over vast parts of the
world, including Europe and
North America.
Now, kiddies, if  volcanoes can

cause huge climatic change, do
you think it possible that the
pollution put into the atmos-
phere by man since the Industri-
al Revolution might also cause
climate change, albeit in a differ-
ent cooling way? Duh! Or, Men
in Top Hats, if  you light your ci-
gars on a summer's day in a car
with the windows up — a closed
atmosphere like the Earth’s —
do you think it will become un-
bearably hot in there? Double
duh!
Once the logical debate starts

after the acknowledgement of
reality, then it moves quickly
from the stupid to the interest-
ing. By the way, my money is on
the groundhog in any debate
with Rick Santorum. He’s never
embarrassed by facts — the
groundhog already has been.

REG HENRY is a Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette columnist. Email  him at rhen-
ry@post-gazette.com.

REG
HENRY
Syndicated
columnist

Climbing a rock, getting nowhere

Y
ou’ve probably seen the
Citi credit-card com-
mercial that has gener-
ated a lot of  buzz. It

opens with a woman's saying,
“My boyfriend and I were going
on vacation.” She appears to be
in a clothing store and needs to
get a few accessories. With her
Citi card, of  course. 
Then the scene changes. She

picks out “a new belt” (it’s a
rock-climbing harness) and
“some nylons” (rock-climbing
ropes). “And what girl wouldn't
need new shoes?” she asks. (Yes,
for rock-climbing, of course.)
Then we watch as she hoists

herself up to the tiny top of a
huge rock formation we can't be-
lieve is real, with her guy follow-
ing. Natch. 
The ad has generated buzz,

with many folks not believing
what they are seeing. But, it
turns out the actors are real
rock climbers, climbing a real
rock formation near Moab,
Utah. It's all very glorious.
I can’t stand the ad.
This is a tough girl who es-

chews those silly feminine trap-
pings of fashion for real power,
High heels for high rocks. And
that rock on the third finger of
the left hand? Who needs it? .
Well, let me offer this: Her Citi

“thank you”
points are not
going to keep
her warm at
night. And they
are not going to
help her with
the baby if  she
gets pregnant by
the boyfriend
she doesn't
think she needs
to marry. Or,
rather, who
doesn’t think he
needs to marry

her. So what’s to keep him from
finding a younger, more attrac-
tive rock-climber?
I know, it’s just an ad. But it

reflects a culture in which girls
are more and more “supposed”
to be tough, independent, ag-
gressively sexual and with no
need for men or marriage. In
fact, that's all seen as constrain-
ing.
“I flew us to the rock I really

had in mind.” Real women cre-
ate their own destiny, with their
own money, and they don't need
to consult anyone. 
Few real women actually

think like this, of course. They
don't want to man up them-
selves; they want the men they
love to man up. And whatever

we want in our professional
lives, most women want mar-
riage, and children, and a man
who will pursue them and, in
some tangible way, care for
them. That’s how we are built.
That’s why this commercial,

and the culture it represents, is
so pathetic. It’s not that it de-
picts reality. It's that it’s depict-
ing a “reality” that isn’t real at
all.
Sadly, women aren’t empow-

ered by this attempt at social en-
gineering. Marriage rates are
plummeting, newspaper articles
and books ask, “Where have all
the good men gone?,” and, today,
a majority of babies born to
women under 30 are being born
to single moms. 
Yes, I want my own daughters

to rise to the tops of their profes-
sions. If  they want to get to the
top of precarious rock forma-
tions, too, that's great. I hope
they tell me about it when they
are back down safely.
But you can bet I’m also clear

that, of course, real-life women
want men, and marriage, and
family. And so my daughters
had better be darn tough. Be-
cause increasingly in our cul-
ture, it takes a strong woman to
admit just that.

BETSY
HART
Syndicated
columnist
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