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Man hit on
riding mower
SANDY HOOK
An Morgan County

man was injured Friday
when he was struck by a
car while operating a rid-
ing lawnmower.
The incident occurred

about 12:15p.m. on Ky.
173in Elliott County,
Kentucky State Police at
Morehead said.
According to the KSP,

David Dennis, 66, of West
Liberty, was mowing a
yard at a residence on Ky.
173when he pulled out
into the roadway on his
John Deere riding mower
and was struck by an
eastbound 1986Ford
pickup driven by Jerry
Green, 54, of Sandy
Hook.
Dennis was knocked

from the mower by the
impact, the KSP said. He
was flown by helicopter
to St. Mary's Medical
Center in Huntington
with head injuries. How-
ever, the KSP said it did
not appear his injuries
were life-threatening.

Heart center
is moving
ASHLAND
The Center for Heart

Health at King's Daugh-
ters Medical Center is
moving. Effective Mon-
day, the center will be lo-
cated in Suite GI0, on the
lower level of the Heart
and Vascular Center at
KDMC.
Clinics that will be

moving include those for
patients with heart fail-
ure, hyperlipidemia and
ventricular assist devices.
The cardio-oncology and
Coumadin clinics also are
moving.
"With more people liv-

ing with chronic heart
conditions, the demand
for our services has
grown significantly," said
Sandy Smith, director of
Kings Daughters cardio-
vascular service line.
"The clinics' focus is on

successful management
of these conditions," she
said. "This relocation will
provide us with addition-
al space to better meet
the needs of our patients
- helping them manage
their conditions, avoid
hospitalization and de-
crease complications,"
she said.
"Research has demon-

strated the type of care
delivered in our Center
for Heart Health can
make a big difference in
the quality and length of
life for these patients,"
Smith said, "while also
providing them, and their
families, with an added
sense of comfort and se-
curity."
For more information

about the services of the
Center for Heart Health,
call (606)408-6000.

Printable trail
permits available
PEDRO
The Wayne National

Forest is offering printable
trail permits for the trail
season, which starts April
15.
The new printable per-

mits are now available on
the forest website at
http://www.fs.usda.
gov/wayne. Riders may
purchase Daily,3-Day,and
Seasonal permits through
an online vendor under
the "Quick Links" section.
Permits can be pur-

chased and printed from
home or any location that
offers access to a computer
with internet service and a
color printer. Permits

should be visibly displayed
on the ATV,horse, bicycle,
or person when riding
trails.
Traditional permits re-

main available for sale
through local participat-
ing vendors throughout
central and southeast
Ohio. A complete list of
vendors is available on the
forest website.
Free 8 % by 11printable

trail maps are also avail-
able on the forest website
under "Maps and Publica-
tions."
The 241,000acre Wayne

National Forest in south-
eastern Ohio has over 300
miles of trails for hiking,
ATVriding, mountain bik-
ing, or horseback riding.
Annually, the forest esti-
mates over 40,000visitors
come to ride the Wayne's
trail system.

A sign ofpeace amid chaos

QUSworkshops
focus on diversity
IRONTON
Ohio University South-

ern is offering two diversi-
ty workshops for educa-
tors and the public in May.
"Changing the Climate

and Creating Success in
Our Schools" is scheduled
for 10a.m. to 3 p.m. May 4
in the Bowman Auditori-
um.
It addresses non-acade-

mic needs of students to
reduce risky behavior and
provide a safe and sup-
portive learning atmos-
phere. Topics include
Ohio's anti-bullying model
policy, teen dating vio-
lence prevention, school
bus safety, school climate
and cyber safety.
The workshop will be

led by representatives
from the Ohio Department
of Education, the Ohio De-
partment of Health, the
Ohio Department of Alco-
hol and Drug Addiction
Services, and the Ohio
Mental Health Network
for School Success. Atten-
dees may earn CEUcredit
through eLearning Ohio.
For more information,
contact Adam Fry at 740-
547-3875or frya@ohio.edu.
"Cultural Identities

and Global Village" is
scheduled for 9 a.m. to
noon May 21 in a room to
be announced. It address-
es awareness of how cul-
ture contributes to identi-
ty and will be led by OUS
assistant professor Purba
Das, and continuing edu-
cation credit is available.
More information is
available from Das at 740-
533-4595or
dasp@ohio.edu.
The cost is $30for credit

for the first workshop and
$15for credit for the sec-
ond. The workshops are
free for non-credit atten-
dees.

Firefighter dies
after hit by train
MOUNT VERNON
Officials in south-central

Kentucky say a firefighter
has died after a train
struck his pickup truck at
an unmarked railroad
crossing.
WKYT-TVin Lexington

reported that the wreck
happened about 9:30a.m.
Friday near the tracks on
Ky.1004,near Brush
Creek.
Officials identified the

deceased as 29-year-old
Christopher Kerns, a full-
time firefighter with the
Berea Fire Department and
a part-time firefighter in
Mount Vernon.
The station reported that

there were no lights or
crossbars at the intersec-
tion.

Staff and wire reports

Mark Walter
begins his an-
nual cross-car-
rying journey
around West
Liberty. As a

board member
of the de-
stroyed

Methodist
Church, in the
background

above, he usu-
ally dresses in

biblical
clothes, but
decided this

Good Friday he
would wear
his street
dothes.
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Beshear pushes for
passage of bill to combat
prescription drug abuse

FRANKFORT (AP) Gov. Steve
Beshear joined forces with a bi-
partisan group of Kentuckylead-
ers Thursday to push forpassage
of abillintended to curb prescrip-
tion drug abuse in a state where
more people have been dying
fromoverdosesthan car wrecks.
Lawmakershaveonelastshotat

passing the billwhen they return
toFrankfortnextThursdayforthe
final dayof the legislativesession.
"Every day that we delay

strengthening our response to
prescription drug abuse is an-
other opportunity for a Ken-
tuckian to fall victim to this dev-
astating scourge," Beshear said
in a statement. "Our law en-
forcement officers, our medical
licensure boards, and our com-
munities are desperate for new
tools to attack this epidemic."
Beshear's office distributed

statements Thursday from a bi-
partisan group of Frankfort po-
liticalleaders, including Repub-
lican Senate Floor Leader
Robert Stivers, Democratic
House Speaker Greg Stumbo
and Democratic Attorney Gen-
eral Jack Conway.Two lawmak-
ers championing the measure in
the legislature, Republican Sen.
Jimmy Higdon and Democratic
Rep.John Tilley,led the push.
The legislation would put the

attorney general's office in
charge of the state's prescrip-
tionmonitoringsystem that can
identify doctors who overpre-
scribe painkillers, which could
give prosecutors fast access to
information that could lead to
arrests and prosecutions.
Kentucky has one of the na-

tion's highest rates of prescrip-
tion drug overdose deaths, and
public opinion polls show that
one in three Kentuckians has a
relative or close friend who
abuses prescription drugs.
"This legislation is an impor-

tant step in our effort to fight a
problem that kills more than
1,000Kentuckians each year,"
Conway said in a statement.
"I'm hopeful everyone, includ-
ing the medical community, can
get on board."
Stumbo said the legislation is

crucial.
"Given the true epidemic we

are seeing, we cannot afford to
wait another year to try to pass
this again," he said.
Under the legislation, all doc-

tors wouldbe required to use the
prescription monitoring system,
known as KASPER. It also
would require that pain man-
agement clinics be owned by a
physician licensed in Kentucky.
That's an effort to root out "pill
mills" run by operators who
have little or no medical expert-
ise but are doling out massive
amounts of painkillers.
The legislation also would re-

quire medical licensure boards
to open immediate investiga-
tions into complaints about
overprescribing.
"The heartbreaking statistics

speak for themselves," Stivers
said in a statement. "The diver-
sion of prescription drugs and il-
legal uses of prescription drugs
are serious issues facing the
commonwealth. This directlyaf-
fects families,jobs, and the well-
being of communities."

Mayor
orders
Occupy
Louisville
out of park
LOUISVILLE (AP)Louisville MayorGreg Fis-

cher has denied Occupy Louisville's request
for a permit to stay in a downtown park and
ordered protesters to leaveby April 13.
The city's director of codes and regula-

tions, Jim Mims, sent the group a letter say-
ing it has made Founder's Square inaccessi-
ble to the public and that several "alterca-
tions" have been disruptive.
Fischer's spokesman, Chris Poynter, says

the park has "in essence become a homeless
camp." Poynter said the city has received
complaints from citizens and businesses in
the area, and that about $7,000in damage has
been caused to the grass.
When asked what will happen if protesters

don't leave by the deadline, Poynter said:
"We're hopeful that they will.Wewant to do
this in a very compassionate way,soworking
with the Coalition for the Homeless to help
get people into shelters who want to go
there."
Protester Lorrie Neal told The Courier-

Journal that a Louisvillepoliceofficervisited
the encampment Thursday with the letter
and she plans to leave.
Activist Curtis Morrison, who is running

for the Kentucky State Senate in District 35,
saidFischer is trying to get rid of the encamp-
ment before Kentucky Derby events begin.
"Scattering the homeless is hiding the

symptom, not treating the disease,"Morrison
said. "Hiding us won't make our problems go
away. It's frustrating (Fischer) doesn't get
that."
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