
Junior starting pitcher Canaan
Scott went 42⁄3 innings for
Franklin-Simpson and earned the
win, allowing four hits, four
walks and three runs with three
strikeouts.

Jones took the Wildcats the rest
of the way and surrendered two
walks and a hit. He struck out
three.

“Canaan did a good job getting
us through about five, and then
Dylan came in,” Delk said. “I
don’t know if he had his best
stuff. He got behind a few hitters,
but they never did score him, so
we stuck with him and he did a
good job.”

Junior pitcher Trevor Brewer
started the game for Greenwood,
but was pulled after two innings.
He gave up two hits and one run.

The Gators also used sopho-
more Nick Sanders, freshman
Ben Cole and junior Dexter Cline
in relief.

Sanders was charged with the
loss, giving up three runs in one
inning.

Cole picked off two runners in
the fourth and struck out the side

in the fifth.
“I can see him coming into a

tight spot,” Jaggers said. “I feel

like he can come in at any time.
Ben’s grown up a lot. Don’t let his
size fool you. He’s got a huge
heart, and he’ll battle for you.”

Franklin-Simpson hosts its
Wood Bat Tournament this week-
end. The Wildcats play Ballard
Memorial at 7:30 p.m. Friday and
Owensboro Catholic and South
Warren on Saturday.

Greenwood hosts Pleasure
Ridge Park, ranked 15th in the
state in the latest Kentucky High
School Baseball Coaches Associ-
ation poll, at 6 p.m. Friday.

“It’s a measuring stick game
for not only our team this year,
but our program,” Jaggers said. “I
told the guys that we’re putting
them on this stage because we
feel like they can come through. If
you play with PRP and play them
tough, people see that. 

“We want people to look at
Greenwood around the state like
they look at PRP, so we’re going
to go into that game like it’s a
state championship and fight
tooth and nail to win.”
GHS 012 000 0 – 3
FSHS 103 000 x – 4
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 Our dealership has been in business for over 30 
 years. From the day we opened our doors our 
 promise has been to treat people as we would like 
 to be treated.  That is the standard by which we 
 still do business today.  With an unwavering 
 commitment to quality, we have come to redefine 
 customer service in the automotive industry.  
 We achieve this goal with 
 long-term employees who 
 establish and maintain 
 lasting customer 
 relationships.  We are 
 proud to be a thirteen-
 time recipient of the 
 prestigious & coveted 
 President’s Award.
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By JOE RESNICK
The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Los
Angeles Angels’ commitment to
Jered Weaver is paying off.

Signed to a five-year, $85 mil-
lion contract extension last
August, the 29-year-old right-
hander pitched his first no-hitter
Wednesday night, dominating
lowly Minnesota in a 9-0 cake-
walk. All the Twins could muster
against the two-time All-Star was
one walk – and one other
baserunner when catcher Chris
Iannetta allowed a passed ball on
a swinging third strike.

“I’ve been close once in Seat-
tle and had it broken up in the
eighth,” said Weaver, who struck
out nine and retired 22 of his last
23 batters after Iannetta’s mis-
cue. “We were having this con-
versation about five days ago,
and C.J. (Wilson) came up to me
and said: ‘Why don’t you just go
out there and throw a no-hitter?’
And I said: ‘There’s no way.
There’s no chance.’ So it’s funny
that it happened.”

Kendrys Morales and Howie
Kendrick homered to back
Weaver – not that he needed
much support.

“He dominated us, there’s no
question about it,” said Denard
Span, who is 2 for 19 lifetime
against Weaver. “He was doing
everything. He kept us off-bal-
ance, changed speeds and fin-
ished strong. He’s definitely a
different pitcher at home when
the ball is coming out of the
rocks,” referring to the fake rock
pile beyond the center-field fence
at Angel Stadium.

It was the second no-hitter in
the majors in less than two
weeks, following Phil Humber’s
perfect game for the Chicago
White Sox at Seattle on April 21.

“It’s tough not to think about it
when you see some goose eggs

up there, but in a professional
ballgame, you never know
what’s going to happen,” said
Weaver, a native of Northridge,
Calif., who played at Long Beach
State and pitched his gem in front
of family and friends. “A bloop
hit or anything else could hap-
pen. A lot of things have got to go
your way, and that happened
tonight. It still hasn’t kicked in.
It’s pretty awesome.”

Weaver began the ninth inning
by quickly retiring Jamey Carroll
on a routine fly and striking out
Span looking. He then got Alexi
Casilla to lift a long fly that right
fielder Torii Hunter easily caught
at the warning track. The Angels’
ace watched his Gold Glove out-
fielder make the play, and put his
hands on his head as the Angels
rushed out to mob him.

“It’s not an easy feat,” said
manager Mike Scioscia, who
caught two no-hitters with the
Los Angeles Dodgers. “But I
think any pitcher that has the
stuff that Weave does and pitches
at such a high level, you always
have a chance. Early in the game,
he established the fact that he
could hit spots with his fastball
and change speeds. He was just
relentless at repeating pitches
and was ahead in most counts.
His stuff didn’t look any different
tonight than it does any other
day.”

Weaver finished second in the
AL Cy Young voting last year
after going 18-8 with a 2.41
ERA. He and winner Justin Ver-
lander were the only pitchers list-
ed on every ballot.

“I was locked in for the most
part,” said Weaver, who got a

scare in the eighth inning when
Trevor Plouffe lined a shot that
hooked a few feet foul of the left-
field pole. “I wasn’t throwing 97
or 98 up there. It was pretty much
the same poo-poo I’ve been
throwing up there all year.
They’ve got some guys in that
lineup that can hurt you, but balls
were hit right at people. It’s just
so surreal, man. It’s awesome.
And to have my family here and
my wife, and knowing that my
brother was watching, this is an
awesome moment.”

Weaver threw 121 pitches, and
the cheers from the crowd of
27,288 kept growing louder.
After his no-hitter was complete,
he hugged his wife, Kristin, and
his parents, Dave and Gail, who
were overcome with emotion.

“He got pretty emotional, but I
think it was more a case of him
not believing he did it than any-
thing else,” Dave Weaver said.
“I’m so happy for him. It’s just
fantastic. It couldn’t happen to a
nicer kid or a kid who’s worked
as hard as he has to get where
he’s at.”

This was the second Angels
no-hitter in less than a year –
Ervin Santana pitched one July
27 at Cleveland – and the 10th
for the Angels franchise, includ-
ing four by Nolan Ryan.

“Weave’s been close several
times. And with the stuff that he
has, I thought if anybody could
do it, he was definitely going to
be the one,” Hunter said. “San-
tana got it done for us last year,
and now Jered got it done. This is
awesome, man.”

The closest the Twins came to
a hit was with one out in the

third, when Carroll laid down a
bunt that third baseman Mark
Trumbo charged before throwing
him out.

“I felt like I was in good posi-
tion,” Trumbo said. “I’m never
really surprised when somebody
tries to lay one down on me, so I
prepared myself. Fortunately, I
was out there about 3 o’clock
doing some stuff like that. So I
just went back to that and treated
it like what we worked on earlier
and it worked out.”

Trumbo had never played third
base in the majors until this sea-
son, but had to shift from first
base after the acquisition of free
agent slugger Albert Pujols –
who still hasn’t hit a home run
this season after signing a 10-
year, $240 million contract.

“You’re aware of what’s going
on, no doubt,” Trumbo said. “I
feel fortunate to have experi-
enced Ervin’s no-hitter last year

at first base, so that helped to
calm me a little bit. But it’s
nerve-racking. I’d be lying if I
said say otherwise. But you have
to have the mindset that you do
want it hit to you. If you ever get
the mindset: ‘Hit it to somebody
else,’ you’re dead in the water.”

The Twins were held hitless
for the first time since 1998,
when David Wells of the New
York Yankees pitched a perfect
game against them. Catfish
Hunter, Vida Blue and Nolan
Ryan also threw no-hitters
against Minnesota.

The Angels built a 6-0 lead
against Australian right-hander
Liam Hendriks (0-2), who retired
only six of the 16 batters he faced.

“All the little things a base-
ball team is supposed to do, we
didn’t do. We looked like a
bunch of Little Leaguers out
there,” Twins manager Ron Gar-
denhire said.

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

Angels’ Weaver completes no-hitter

Mark J. Terrill/AP
Los Angeles Angels pitcher Jered Weaver is doused with beer Wednesday by teammates after pitching
a no-hitter against the Minnesota Twins in Anaheim, Calif.  

From Page 1C
Greenwood hosts No. 15 Pleasure Ridge Park on Friday

From Page 1C
Hansen has most graded stakes earnings in Kentucky Derby field

Mark J. Terrill/AP
Los Angeles Angels pitcher
Jered Weaver cries Wednesday
as he hugs his father, Dave, after
pitching a no-hitter against the
Minnesota Twins in Anaheim,
Calif. 

“He dominated us, there’s no question
about it.”

Minnesota Twins outfielder Denard Span
On Jered Weaver’s no-hitter

Alex Slitz/Daily News
Franklin-Simpson’s Brandon
Johnson (top) throws to first
Wednesday after forcing out
Greenwood’s Cody Spalding at
Bowling Green Ballpark. FSHS
won 4-3.

with him and is the namesake of
the Derby favorite.

“I just hope I have a chance to
get my heart rate going turning
for home,” said Baffert, whose
War Emblem was the last wire-
to-wire Derby winner in 2002.

Matz won the Derby in 2006
with Barbaro only to have the colt
stunningly break down after the
start of the Preakness. Barbaro
valiantly fought his injuries, but
was euthanized eight months
later.

Churchill Downs oddsmaker
Mike Battaglia said if Bodemeis-
ter had drawn the No. 1 or 2 post,
he would have made Union Rags
the favorite.

“I wanted to make them co-
favorites,” he said. “I haven’t
been this close on two horses
since Curlin and Street Sense (in
2007). I wanted to make them co-
favorites and I didn’t. They went
off 10 cents apart.”

Breeders’ Cup Juvenile winner
Hansen and Daddy Long Legs
have the most graded stakes earn-
ings in the field. Hansen leads the
list with more than $1.5 million,
while Daddy Long Legs has $1.2
million.

Steve Asmussen, who is 0 for 9
in the Derby, will saddle two long
shots in 15-1 Daddy Nose Best
and 30-1 Sabercat.

Optimizer is the record 45th
Derby starter for trainer D.
Wayne Lukas, a four-time Derby
winner. The colt will break from
the No. 2 post and is one of five
50-1 shots. He got into the field
when Mark Valeski was with-

drawn from consideration Tues-
day.

The 21st horse on the earnings
list is My Adonis, an also eligible
who would need a defection
before 9 a.m. EDT Friday, when
Derby wagering opens, to get into
the 11⁄2-mile race.

The horses in post-position
order are Daddy Long Legs (30-
1), Optimizer, Take Charge Indy
(15-1), Union Rags, Dullahan (8-
1), Bodemeister, Rousing Sermon
(50-1), Creative Cause (12-1),
Trinniberg (50-1), Daddy Knows
Best (15-1), Alpha (15-1),
Prospective (30-1), Went the Day

Well (20-1), Hansen, Gemologist,
El Padrino (20-1), Done Talking
(50-1), Sabercat (30-1), I’ll Have
Another (12-1) and Liaison.

The draw was a traditional pill
pull in which horses’ entries are
pulled at the same time as a num-
bered pill to determine what stall
a horse will break from the start-
ing gate.

If all 20 horses start, the
$2,219,600 purse would be the
richest since 2005, when the
Derby first became a guaranteed
$2 million event. The winner
earns $1,459,600. Post time is
5:24 p.m. CDT.

From Page 1C
Myers believes WKU’s recent success helping local recruiting
attend the games, which helps
WKU’s outreach into the com-
munity.

“There will be a lot of fans
there,” Cash said, laughing. “I
know my family will be there
every chance they get, and I’m
sure the other guys’ will too.
Growing up playing against
those guys, it’ll be neat to play
with them at the next level.”

The recruits say they already
have strong bonds despite play-
ing at different Region 4 schools.

“It’s a good thing,” said Bart-
ley, a pitcher and middle infield-
er. “It helps guys around here
want to play harder because they
know Western coaches are com-
ing out here looking. We all
know each other, so coming in as
freshmen, we’ll have that local
bond already.”

The Bowling Green area
might not have as many standout
recruits as other areas because of
population size, Myers said, but

the top crop has been impressive
in recent years.

Myers also believes WKU’s
recent success has helped the pro-
gram build better inroads with
local talent that might have previ-
ously headed to other Kentucky
schools or left the state, he said.

“This is a baseball town,”
Myers said. “The (Bowling
Green) Hot Rods have generated
interest, and these last four years
have been the most successful in
Western Kentucky’s history.
When you have that success, all
of a sudden little kids are grow-
ing up WKU fans and want to
play for the Hilltoppers.”

Cash isn’t the only player who
has been monitoring WKU’s
rise.

“The Sun Belt’s a great confer-
ence to be in,” Bartley said.
“Western has had a little bit of a
down year this year, but they’re
going to pick it up. Coach Myers
is a great coach, and they’ve built

a great program. The past three to
five years have been great.”

All of the recruits have busi-
ness to handle at the high school
level before turning their atten-
tion to the next step.

Sowell and Cash have helped
Bowling Green and Glasgow
become top contenders in the
region, both already with 20-plus
wins.

The Purples are ranked fifth in
the state, and Sowell is 5-0 on the
mound with a 0.84 ERA and 52
strikeouts in 342⁄3 innings.

Bartley recently tossed South
Warren’s first no-hitter in pro-
gram history, and Lowe, a center
fielder and pitcher, is anchoring
Warren Central with a .375 aver-
age and nine RBIs.

But their paths lead to the
same destination.

“There’s no low expectations
for all of us,” Lowe said. “We
know what we have to do, but
we’re all excited to get there.”

Garry Jones/AP
Exercise rider Joel Barrientos takes Kentucky Derby entrant
Hansen into the starting gate today for schooling before a workout
at Churchill Downs in Louisville. Hansen enters Saturday’s race
with $1.5 million in graded stakes earnings.

NFL suspends 4 in bounty probe
PRO FOOTBALL

By The Associated Press
New Orleans Saints line-

backer Jonathan Vilma has been
suspended without pay for the
entire 2012 season by the NFL,
one of four players punished for
participating in a pay-for-pain
bounty system.

Defensive lineman Anthony
Hargrove, now with the Green

Bay Packers, is suspended for
eight games this season; Saints
defensive end Will Smith is
barred for four games; and line-
backer Scott Fujita, now with
the Cleveland Browns, will miss
three games. All of the suspen-
sions are without pay.

NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell’s ruling was announced

Wednesday.
All four players have three

days to appeal.
An NFL investigation deter-

mined that the Saints had a
bounty system from 2009-11
that offered thousands of dollars
to players for big hits that
knocked opponents out of
games.


