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MELBOURNE, Australia
— Novak Djokovic ripped
off his shirt and let out a
primal scream, flexing his
torso the way a prize
fighter would after a des-
perate, last-round knock-
out.
This was the final act in

Djokovic’s 5-7, 6-4, 6-2, 6-
7 (5), 7-5 victory over
Rafael Nadal in the Aus-
tralian Open final — a
sweat-drenched, sneaker-
squeaking 5 hour, 53-
minute endurance contest
that ended at 1:37 a.m.
Monday morning in Mel-
bourne.
Djokovic overcame a

break in the fifth set to win
his fifth Grand Slam tour-
nament and third in a row.
None, though, quite like
this. This one involved
tears, sweat and, yes, even
a little blood. It was the
longest Grand Slam singles
final in the history of pro
tennis and it came against
Nadal, the player who built
a career on his tenacity —
on outlasting opponents in
matches like these.
“It was obvious on the

court for everybody who
has watched the match
that both of us, physically,
we took the last drop of en-
ergy that we had from our
bodies,” Djokovic said.
“We made history tonight
and unfortunately there
couldn’t be two winners.”
When the drama was fi-

nally over at Rod Laver
Arena, the 24-year-old
Djokovic joined Laver, Pete
Sampras, Roger Federer
and Nadal as the only men
who have won three con-
secutive majors since the
Open Era began in 1968.
Nadal was his vanquished
opponent in all three.
As the players waited for

the trophy presentation,
Nadal leaned on the net,
while Djokovic sat on his
haunches. Eventually, a
nearby official took pity
and they were given chairs
and bottles of water.
Nadal held his compo-

sure during the formali-
ties, and even opened his
speech with a lighthearted
one-liner.
“Good morning, every-

body,” he said.
A few minutes earlier,

after hugging Nadal at the
net, Djokovic tore off his
sweat-soaked black shirt
and headed toward his
players’ box, pumping his
arms repeatedly as he
roared. He walked over to
his girlfriend, his coach
and the rest of his support
team and banged on the
advertising signs at the
side of the court.
“I think it was just the

matter of maybe luck in
some moments and matter
of wanting this more than
maybe other player in the
certain point,” Djokovic
said. “It’s just incredible
effort. You’re in pain,
you’re suffer(ing). You’re
trying to activate your legs.
You’re going through so
much suffering your toes
are bleeding. Everything is
just outrageous, but you’re
still enjoying that pain.”
The match was full of

long rallies and amazing
gets. Djokovic finished
with 57 winners, along
with 69 unforced errors.
Nadal had 44 winners
against 71 unforced errors.
Djokovic called it the

most special of his five
Grand Slam wins.
“This one I think comes

out on the top because just
the fact that we played al-
most six hours is incredi-
ble, incredible,” he said. “I
think it’s probably the
longest finals in the history
of all Grand Slams, and
just to hear that fact is
making me cry, really. I’m
very proud just to be part
of this history.”

It went so long because
Nadal refused to yield. He
was trying to avoid becom-
ing the first man to lose
three consecutive Grand
Slam finals — and seeing
his losing streak in finals
stretch to seven against
Djokovic, who beat him for
the Wimbledon and U.S.
Open titles and took his
No. 1 ranking last year.
Nadal stayed in the con-

test for almost every point,
sprinting from one side of
the court to the other, chas-
ing down balls and making
Djokovic work extra time
for the victory. But in the
end, the same man was
holding the trophy.
Nadal thought his win in

the 2008 final against Fed-
erer was the best match
he’s played, but gave Sun-
day’s match a top place in
his personal rankings
nonetheless.
“This one was very spe-

cial,” he said. “But I really
understand that was a re-
ally special match, and
probably a match that’s
going to be in my mind not
because I lost, no, because
the way that we played.”
The match clock hit 5

hours with the score 2-2 in
the fifth. Nadal won the
next point and Djokovic
started to stumble slightly,
unsteady on his feet. Nadal
held that game without
losing a point and then
broke Djokovic for a 4-2

lead.
The turning point came

in the next game, when
Nadal had an open court
but knocked a backhand
volley wide down the line.
He challenged the call, but
the ball was clearly out. In-
stead of being up 40-15
and one point from a 5-2
lead, the game score be-
came 30-30.
Djokovic found energy

again and got a break point
with a backhand that
forced an error from
Nadal. He pounced on a
Nadal second serve to con-
vert the break as the match
clock ticked to 5:15, con-
firming it as the longest
match in the history of the
Australian Open. Nadal
had that record, at 5:14, in
his five-set semifinal win
over fellow Spaniard Fer-
nando Verdasco in 2009.
When Djokovic got the

break to go up 5-4, the Ser-
bian fans jumped up with
their flags and screamed
while the rest of the crowd
sat in stony silence.
After kissing the crucifix

around his neck repeat-
edly in the later games,
Djokovic openly prayed
out loud and looked up-
ward as he got within
points of sealing his vic-
tory.
“I was trying find every

possible help and energy
that I possibly can,” he
said. “It paid off I guess.”
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Marathon
Djokovic wins Australian Open 
over Nadal in longest final ever
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Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates after finally defeating Spain’s
Rafael Nadal in the Australian Open singles championship Sunday. The
five-set match took over five hours.
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Tiger Woods reacts in front of a camel caravan billboard on the 15th hole during the final round of Abu
Dhabi HSBC Championship Sunday. Woods was tied for the lead after three rounds, but managed only an
even par 72 Sunday and tied for third, two shots by Robert Rock.
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ABU DHABI, United Arab
Emirates — Tiger Woods
talked all week about his
improved ball control —
then it let him down when
he needed it most.
Woods resembled the

Tiger of old over the first
three rounds at the Abu
Dhabi Championship,
stringing together a trio of
rounds below par before
shooting an even 72 in Sun-
day’s finale to finish in a tie
for third place behind win-
ner Robert Rock and U.S.
Open champion Rory McIl-
roy.
The 117th-ranked Rock

shot 70 for an overall 275 to
beat McIlroy (69) by a shot.
Woods was a further shot
back with Thomas Bjorn
(68) and Graeme McDowell
(68). The 18-year-old Italian
Matteo Manassero (69) and
George Coetzee (70) of
South Africa were another
shot back.
“Today I just didn’t give

myself enough looks at it,”
Woods said. “Most of my
putts were lag putts. I didn’t
drive the ball in as many
fairways as I should have ...
It was a day I was just a
touch off the tee and conse-
quently I couldn’t get the
ball close enough.”
It marked the second

straight time Woods hasn’t
won with at least a share of
the lead after 54 holes. He
failed to win the Chevron
World Challenge in 2010
after going into the final
round with a four-shot lead
over McDowell.
The 14-time major win-

ner appears to have recov-
ered from a two-year victory
drought in which he was
sidelined by injuries and
personal turmoil. But
Woods must now face the
fact that, at age 36, there are
plenty of players — known
and unknown — who can
potentially beat him.
Woods, though, was look-

ing for the silver lining out
of his third-place finish. He
insisted he has been
steadily improving — hit-
ting a high percentage of
fairways and greens until
Sunday and putting much
better.
“There’s plenty of big

events to go, but I’m pleased
at the progress I’ve made so
far,” said Woods, who won
the Chevron World Chal-
lenge last month to end his
drought. “I just need to keep
building, keep getting more
consistent, and today was a
day where I putted beauti-

fully. Just didn’t give myself
enough looks.”
Coming into Sunday,

Woods was tied for the lead
with the unheralded Rock
and was the clear favorite to
win. Rock had only one vic-
tory under his belt com-
pared to 83 for Woods
worldwide, but it was Rock
— battling his nerves over
playing alongside one of his
golfing idols — who held it
together down the stretch.
“It’s pretty hard to believe

that I managed to win
today. Very surprised,” the
Englishman said. “I played
good. So I guess I had a
chance from early on, a cou-
ple of birdies made the day
feel a little bit easier.”
“But it’s difficult playing

with Tiger. You expect al-
most every shot to threaten
to go in. It felt a lot of pres-
sure and couldn’t afford any
lapses in concentration at
all.”
Woods started strong and

it looked as though he might
pull away from Rock, sink-
ing a 40-footer on No. 2 for
birdie and chipping to
within a foot of the cup for a
second birdie on the 3rd.
But Rock didn’t blink, mak-
ing birdie on two of the first
three holes to keep pace.
Then Woods began to

unravel.
He started spraying his

drives into the thick rough
and fairway bunkers, result-
ing in bogeys on Nos. 4 and
5. When Woods wasn’t
missing the fairways, he was
scrambling to save par as he
did on 11 after overshooting
the green. As he ap-
proached his shot in deep
rough just off the 11th

green, he sighed heavily and
let out a stream of obsceni-
ties under his breath.
Woods managed to save

par by sinking a 12-footer
and Rock just missed a
birdie putt. Woods pumped
his fist and appeared to be
regaining momentum as he
pulled within one shot of
Rock on No. 13 when the
Englishman had one of his
three bogeys. But the 34-
year-old Rock birdied two of
the next three holes to re-
gain control.
Rock wobbled on the

18th when his drive landed
in a pile of rocks near the
water — forcing him to take
a drop — but he recovered
beautifully, reaching the
green in four and two-
putting for the win.
“I was just focusing on

trying to hit fairways and
then hit my iron shots as
good as I have been and
give myself chances at
birdies,” Rock said. “Both
Tiger and Peter struggled on
occasions on a few holes
and I managed to keep my
ball in the right position and
didn’t put myself under too
much stress until the last,
which was a relief.”
It was a storybook ending

for Rock, who rose from a
club pro to join the Euro-
pean Tour in 2003 and only
got his first tour win last
year at the Italian Open. The
victory will elevate him into
the top 60.
“It doesn’t get an awful

lot harder than playing with
Tiger Woods,” Rock said. “So
I guess barring a major
championship, I know I can
handle that again. So that’s
pretty nice to know.”
While most of the atten-

tion was on Rock and
Woods, several players
surged into contention
down the stretch.
McIlroy, playing ahead of

Rock and Woods, birdied
No. 18 to move to 12 under
and give himself a chance.
But he came up short with
four rounds of par or better
golf being undone by sev-
eral costly mistakes — the
worst coming Friday when
the third-ranked McIlroy
was penalized two shots for
brushing away sand in front
of his ball in the rough of the
9th.
“You know, you’ve got to

take the positives,” McIlroy
said. “It’s the first week of
the year, and you know, it
looks like it’s going to be the
second year in a row here
that I’ll finish second. But
still a very good start to the
season and something I’ll
build on.”

Woods falters, but sees
progress in third place

Abu Dhabi

Championship
Abu Dhabi Golf Championship Leading Scores

The Associated Press
Sunday

At Abu Dhabi Golf Club (National Course)
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Purse: $2.7 million
Yardage: 7,510; Par: 72

Final
Robert Rock, England 69-70-66-70—275
Rory McIlroy, Norther Ireland 67-72-68-69—276
Graeme McDowell, N. Ireland 72-69-68-68—277
Thomas Bjorn, Denmark, 73-71-65-68—277
Tiger Woods, United States 70-69-66-72—277
Matteo Mannasero, Italy 73-65-71-69—278
George Coetzee, South Africa 71-72-65-70—278
Keith Horne, South Africa 71-71-68-69—279
Thorbjorn Olesen, Denmark 70-67-71-71—279
Francesco Molinari, Italy 74-67-66-72—279
Paul Lawrie, Scotland 70-69-68-72—279
Sergio Garcia, Spain 71-69-71-69—280
Jean-Baptiste Gonnet, France 68-71-69-72—280
Anders Hansen, Denmark 71-70-72-68—281
Romain Wattel, France 74-69-69-69—281
Gareth Maybin, N. Ireland 68-70-72-71—281
Charl Schwartzel, South Africa 70-70-72-70—282
Lee Westwood, England 72-72-68-70—282
Simon Dyson, England 72-72-68-70—282
Mark Foster, England 75-67-69-71—282
David Lynn, England 74-70-67-71—282
Fernandez-Castano, Spain 72-74-65-71—282
James Kingston, South Africa 69-72-67-74—282

Also
Robert Karlsson, Sweden 67-72-72-72—283
Padraig Harrington, Ireland 71-69-72-73—285
Miguel Angel Jimenez, Spain 72-69-70-75—286
Luke Donald, England 71-72-73-71—287
KJ Choi, South Korea 71-75-68-73—287
Ben Curtis, United States 72-71-70-74—287
Jose Maria Olazabal, Spain 72-74-78-71—295


