
by Sgt. Jon Heinrich
1st Brigade Combat Team 

Sunny skies, warm tem-
peratures and a group of 
Soldiers and their Families 
make for a great day of fun 
activities.

After a few weeks of 
training in the mountains 
of Fort Carson, Colo., one 
company of No Slack Sol-
diers found time to relax 
with a day of fun.

Company  A, 2nd Bat-
talion, 327th Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, spent an entire day 
playing a softball tourna-
ment Friday at Johnson 
Field with Families in tow.

Johnson Field is located 

in between the 1st and 2nd 
BCTs and has two softball 
fi elds located along Ten-
nessee avenue.

Second Lt. Kevin B. 
Michols, the company’s 
second platoon leader, 
said the tournament was 
a Family Readiness Group 
event that was planned to 
give Families and Soldiers 
some together time after 
the unit’s recent training 
exercises.

“Since we had a lot of 
time in training and just 
got back from Carson, we 
wanted to do something 
with the Families and just 
have fun,” said Michols.

“Everyone had to come 
in whether they were play-

ing or not just to show sup-
port,” Michols continued. 
“They could bring their 
Families. Each platoon 
brought something for the 
barbecue so we had some 
food out for people.”

Not everyone was 
required to play on the 

fi eld. According to Michols, 
the Soldiers on profi le and 
others that didn’t play 
helped manage the barbe-
cue and other various tasks 
in an effort to support the 
company.

“We just got back from 
Carson,” said Spc. Nathan 

J. Daniels, a team leader 
with 1st Platoon,“We 
just wanted to kick back, 
relax and build up morale 
pretty much. So we came 
out here, cooked out and 
played some softball.”

Michols said the four 
teams were organized by 
platoon.  Each team played 
the other three in the day-
long  double elimination 
tournament. 

“This was all day today,” 
said Michols. “We started 
at eight in the morning 
and been playing games 
throughout the day. 1st 
Platoon just won, Head-
quarters came in second, 
then 2nd Platoon and 3rd 
Platoon came in last.”

Michols said their com-
mander organized the soft-
ball game since their FRG
is currently seeking new
leadership and that the
event was planned a few
months ago.

“The fi rst idea came in
February, and we started
reserving the fi eld a few
weeks ago. At our last FRG
meeting before April all the
Families were informed
about it.”

Daniels, a Soldier who
has been in the unit since
May 2010, said they have
had several events like this
and is looking forward to
more.

“It’s a nice break from
training,” said Daniels.

by Karen Parrish
American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – During 
his surprise trip to Afghani-
stan Tuesday, President Barack 
Obama found some time – 
between signing a strategic 
agreement with Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai and delivering a 
speech to be broadcast back to 
the United States – to speak with 
U.S. service members at Bagram 
Airfi eld.

The commander in chief 
started by acknowledging Marine 
Corps Gen. John R. Allen, com-
mander of U.S. and NATO Inter-
national Security Assistance 
Force troops in Afghanistan, and 
Ambassador Ryan C. Crocker, the 
senior U.S. diplomat there.

Obama then listed the mili-
tary units represented in the 
crowd, from 1st Infantry Division 
to the 455th Air Expeditionary 
Wing. Assembled service mem-
bers greeted each unit designa-
tion the president listed with an 
enthusiastic “Hooah!” His basic 
message to the Soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and Marines was simple, 
the president said: “All I want to 
do is just say thank you.”

The sacrifi ces service mem-
bers have made, are what make 
America free and secure, the 

president said. Obama told the 
troops he had just signed the 
U.S.-Afghanistan strategic part-
nership agreement, which sig-
nals the transition to turning 
over Afghanistan’s security lead 
to that nation’s own forces.

“We’re not going to do it over-
night,” he said. “We’re not going 
to do it irresponsibly. We’re going 
to make sure that the gains, the 
hard-fought gains that have been 
made, are preserved.”

U.S. service members and their 
coalition partners are the reason 
that agreement is possible, and 
the reason Afghans “have an 
opportunity for a new tomor-
row,” he said.

“We did not choose this war,” 
the president said. “This war 
came to us on 9/11. And there are 
a whole bunch of folks here, I’ll 
bet, who signed up after 9/11.” 
When Americans see their home-
land violated and their fellow cit-
izens killed, he added, “then we 
understand what we have to do.”

Because Americans like those 
at Bagram today stepped for-
ward, the commander in chief 
said, “not only were we able to 
blunt the Taliban momentum, 
not only were we able to drive 
al-Qaida out of Afghanistan, but 
slowly and systematically we 
have been able to decimate the 

ranks of al-Qaida, and a year 
ago we were able to fi nally bring 
Osama bin Laden to justice.”

Troops made that happen by 
doing their jobs every day, he 
said, and their Families made it 
happen by loving and supporting 
them.

“Together, you guys represent 
what is best in America,” the pres-
ident said. “And you’re part of a 
long line of those who have worn 
this uniform to make sure that we 
are free and secure, to make sure 
that those of us at home have the 
capacity to live our lives.”

Everybody in America knows 
and appreciates that, Obama 
said.

“And everybody in America 
honors it,” he added. “When the 
fi nal chapter of this war is writ-
ten, historians will look back and 
say, not only was this the greatest 
fi ghting force in the history of the 
world, but all of you also repre-
sented the values of America in 
an exemplary way.”

The president said he under-
stands troops’ jobs remain tough.

“I know the battle is not yet over,” 
he said. “Some of your buddies are 
going to get injured, and some of 
your buddies may get killed. And 
there’s going to be heartbreak 
and pain and diffi culty ahead. 
But there’s a light on the horizon 

because of the sacrifi ces you’ve 
made.”

The nation will stand behind 
its troops when war ends, the 
president said, “because you’ve 

earned it.”
“You earned a special place in

our hearts,” Obama said. “And I
could not be prouder to be your
commander in chief.”
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Obama thanks service members in Afghanistan

Spc. Nathan J. Daniels,
platoon team leader

We just wanted to kick back, 
relax and build up morale 
pretty much. So we came out 
here, cooked out and played 
some softball.

No Slack Soldiers enjoy a day of softball, Family togetherness

PHOTO BY SGT. ROLAND HALE | U.S. ARMY
U.S. President Barack Obama interacts with troops at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan, 
Wednesday. Obama made a surprise visit to the air base, where he announced that he 
signed a strategic partnership agreement with Afghan President Hamid Karzai detailing 
the relationship between the United States and Afghanistan as the war there nears an 
end.

TENNESSEE-KENTUCKY AUSA

GOLF SCRAMBLE

Friday, May 11th, 2012

Check in at 07:30 Shotgun Start at 08:30

Cole Park Golf Course

Breakfast and Lunch Provided

$200 per Team / $50 per Player

36 Team Maximum

Limited Number of Slots Available

$50 Hole Sponsorship

All proceeds will benefit the TN/KY Chapter of AUSA

Sponsored by

Sikorsky Aircraft
Lockheed Martin

Patriot Chevrolet

First Command Financial

For info call Cole Park or AUSA Office at 270.605.1234

Longest Drive Contest

Putting Contest

Hole-In-One Wins

A New Car.
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