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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Casey Blaine, 29, Hopkinsville
Casey Blaine is looking for-

ward to this summer, even if
it’s only so he can get to work.

A father of four, Blaine
hopes to find a steady sum-
mer job cutting tobacco here
in Christian County, as he’s
done the last two years. Blaine
is currently unemployed, and
the prospect of finding a little
extra coin this summer is
something he’s looking for-
ward to.

“It’s hard work, but it’s de-

cent money,”
he said of
cutting to-
bacco. “It’s
better than
going out
and taking
chances and
going to jail.”

Blaine said the best part of his
day comes from his children,
who range in age from 6 to 10
years old. He said the greatest
thing about being a father is

having his children call him up
and tell him that they made an
A on a reading or math test.

Based on his experience as a
father, Blaine offered a few tips
for new parents.

“Take your time and be pa-
tient,” he said. “Just do every-
thing you can for them and be
thankful for them.” 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention? Contact us at 270-887-3238 or visit
kentuckynewera.com.

Easter on post
New chapel in Fort Campbell
will host sunrise service.
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Painkiller sales soar around US, fuel addiction
BY CHRIS HAWLEY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Sales of  the nation’s two
most popular prescription painkillers
have exploded in new parts of  the coun-
try, an Associated Press analysis shows,
worrying experts who say the push to re-
lieve patients’ suffering is spawning an
addiction epidemic.

From New York’s Staten Island to Santa
Fe, N.M., Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion figures show dramatic rises between
2000 and 2010 in the distribution of  oxy-
codone, the key ingredient in OxyContin,
Percocet and Percodan. Some places saw
sales increase sixteenfold.

Meanwhile, the distribution of  hy-
drocodone, the key ingredient in Vicodin,
Norco and Lortab, is rising in Appalachia,
the original epicenter of  the painkiller
epidemic, as well as in the Midwest.

The increases have coincided with a
wave of  overdose deaths, pharmacy rob-
beries and other problems in New Mexico,
Nevada, Utah, Florida and other states.
Opioid pain relievers, the category that in-
cludes oxycodone and hydrocodone, caused
14,800 overdose deaths in 2008 alone, and
the death toll is rising, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention says.

Nationwide, pharmacies received and
ultimately dispensed the equivalent of  69
tons of  pure oxycodone and 42 tons of

pure hydrocodone in 2010, the last year
for which statistics are available. That’s
enough to give 40 5-mg Percocets and 24 5-
mg Vicodins to every person in the
United States. The DEA data records
shipments from distributors to pharma-
cies, hospitals, practitioners and teach-
ing institutions. The drugs are eventually
dispensed and sold to patients, but the
DEA does not keep track of  how much in-
dividual patients receive.

The increase is partly due to the aging
U.S. population with pain issues and a
greater willingness by doctors to treat
pain, said Gregory Bunt, medical director
at New York’s Daytop Village chain of
drug treatment clinics.

Sales are also being driven by addiction,
as users become physically dependent on
painkillers and begin “doctor shopping” to
keep the prescriptions coming, he said.

“Prescription medications can provide
enormous health and quality-of-life bene-
fits to patients,” Gil Kerlikowske, the U.S.
drug czar, told Congress in March. “How-
ever, we all now recognize that these drugs
can be just as dangerous and deadly as il-
licit substances when misused or abused.”

Opioids like hydrocodone and oxy-
codone can release intense feelings of
well-being. Some abusers swallow the
pills; others crush them, then smoke,
snort or inject the powder.

SEE SALES, PAGE A5

Local men 
sentenced 
in Florida 
drug plot

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Two Hopkinsville men were sentenced in Chris-
tian Circuit Court on Tuesday for their involve-
ment in the trafficking of  thousands of
prescription pills from Florida to Christian
County.

Cary Alder, 24, was sentenced to 10 years in
prison after pleading guilty to multiple counts of
trafficking in a controlled substance, according to
a state attorney general news release. 

A co-defendant, Scotty Highsmith, 26, was sen-
tenced to 15 years after pleading guilty to charges
of  conspiracy to traffic in a controlled substance,
multiple counts of  trafficking in a controlled sub-
stance, five counts of  first-degree wanton endan-
germent and first-degree persistent felony
offender. He won’t be eligible for parole for at least
10 years, according to the release.

A Pasco County, Fla., man, Peter Nibert, 27, was
sentenced to 15 years after pleading guilty to first-
degree conspiracy to traffic in a controlled sub-
stance and first-degree persistent felony offender.
He allegedly mailed around 7,000 Oxycodone pills
from Florida to Kentucky, said Narcotic’s Detec-
tive Jim Berghammer.

Oxycodone is a prescription pain pill.
The sentencings were the culmination of  a

nearly eight month investigation by the Christian
County Sheriff ’s Department along with the state
Attorney General’s office, the Pasco County Sher-
iff ’s Department and the United States Postal In-
spection Service.

Detectives started the investigation in 2010 after
receiving anonymous phone calls about High-
smith trafficking and dealing drugs, Berghammer
said.

In April, detectives obtained a search warrant
for Highsmith’s home and found enough evidence
connecting Alder to the crime. Soon after, they
took out a warrant on Alder’s home as well.

SEE FLORIDA, PAGE A5

BY MONICA K. SMITH
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Backstage at the Christian
County Middle School Per-
forming Arts Center, 48 ele-
mentary school students
released their pre-show jit-
ters Thursday with a mix-
ture of  expressions. Some
could not keep still and
walked back and forth down
the hallway. Others huddled
with friends talking quietly
while several raised their
voices.

Responsible for transform-
ing this mixture of  individ-
uals into a cohesive
performance was Aaron
Jones, the music teacher for
Millbrooke Elementary
School and director of  “Dis-
ney’s High School Musical
Jr.” 

Music teacher directs
first musical of career

SEE MUSICAL, PAGE A5

MONICA K. SMITH | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

The cast of Millbrooke Elementary School’s production of “Disney’s High School Musical Jr.” (above), finishes its last musical number on Thursday night at
the Christian County Middle School Performing Arts Center. Zeke, played by Hudson Taylor (below), sings during the number “Stick to the Status Quo” dur-
ing the performance.

ArrowCats capture
state archery titles 
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On the Web:
For more photos from the show, visit
www.kentuckynewera.com/
Photos

Rain drives away crowd;
Bike Night rolls on

LOCAL/STATE A6


