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Aviation program at FHS reaching new heights
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Woman arrested in animal cruelty case

WEDNESDay
MaRch 28, 2012

WEEKLY POLL: Cable TV rates
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Frankfort High school seventh-grader emily adams watches 
as FHs aviation Program member ninth-grader Hayden Young 
shakes hands with lt. Gov. jerry abramson tuesday. 

By KathEraN WaSSoN
kwasson@state-journal.com

T
he first aviation pro-
gram made its way 
to Frankfort High 
School in 1946, using 

equipment donated by the 
government after the end of 
World War II.

Decades later, teach-
er Tim Smith introduced a 
flight simulator to math stu-
dents as a way to teach lin-
ear equations, and they were 
hooked. 

The effort turned into a 
full-fledged academic pro-

gram and then a statewide 
organization headquartered 
in Frankfort to support aero-
space education in Kentucky 
schools.

Now the effort is expand-
ing even more.

Lt. Gov. Jerry Abramson 
announced Tuesday that 
Kentucky would official-
ly join the Real World De-
sign Challenge, a national 
competition designed to in-
crease the science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math 
workforce. 

The annual challenge 
gives high schoolers an op-

portunity to work on real 
world engineering problems 
in a team, using professional 
engineering software. Ken-
tucky joins 38 other states in 
the program.

A team of six students 
from FHS won the state-
level competition and head 
to Washington, D.C., next 
month to battle for the na-
tion’s top prize. They must 
incorporate their knowledge 
of economy, speed, efficien-
cy and application to win, 
officials say. 

Abramson presented 
teammates Allison Adams, 

Matthew Collins, Jacob Mc-
Nulty, Jason Smith, Maggie 
Smith and Hayden Young 
with a trophy Tuesday in 
their school auditorium.

Abramson said he was 
impressed with the stu-
dents’ expertise, recalling 
his own need for tutors to get 
through algebra and geome-
try classes as a teenager.

“The fact that 10 schools 
participated with more ex-
pected in the future, and the 
remarkable achievement of 
what these students have 

By LaurEN haLLoW
lhallow@state-journal.com

Support is growing for 
a recreational and aquatic 
center in Franklin County, 
but getting Swim Play Frank-
fort out of the water remains 
a tough task. 

A number of agencies, 
including Franklin Coun-
ty Public Schools, the City 
Commission and the Frank-
fort Plant Board, have signed 
resolutions recently pledging 
support for Swim Play Frank-
fort, a proposed $25 million 
300,000 square-foot recre-
ational facility in Franklin 
County.

However, it wasn’t un-
til last week at Fiscal Court 
when local government offi-
cials began serious conversa-
tions about funding the proj-
ect. 

“We have a chance to-
day in this budget to make 
a difference,” Brad Thomas, 
Swim Play Frankfort’s unof-
ficial spokesman, told Fiscal 
Court Friday during a work 
session for the county’s 2012-
2013 budget.

“What I’m asking for today 
is a show of support, and the 
best way to show support is 
financially.”

Thomas asked the court 
to consider setting aside $1 
million in a reserve fund that 
would go toward Swim Play 
Frankfort. 

“Is this a large number? 
You’re darn tootin’ it is,” 
Thomas told the court. “But 
why should we talk about 
something if we’re not ready 
to do something?” 

Friday was Thomas’ sec-
ond visit to Fiscal Court. He 
had spoken on the benefits 

see SWim pLay, a7

see aviatioN, a8

Support 
but no 
funding 
for rec 
center
Is $25 million 
project possible?
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Frankfort firefighters spray water into the second level of the house at 505 st. clair st. tuesday afternoon. though the exact 
cause is uncertain, firefighters think it may have been started by squatters in the home.
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Firefighters work from the backyard to reach the area where the fire started.

By KayLEigh ZySKoWSKi
kzyskowski@state-journal.com

Frankfort firefighters had a 
house fire at 505 St. Clair St. un-
der control within an hour of ar-
riving at the scene, and officials 
believe squatters could have 
started it.

Assistant Fire Chief Eddie 
Slone says it’s too early to tell 
what precisely caused the fire, 
but it likely was started in the 
southeast corner by someone in 
the vacant building.

The property owner, Michael 
Fleming of Frankfort, says no one 
lived in the house, but he knew 
people had used it as a shelter in 
the past.

No utilities had been connect-
ed to the house recently, elimi-
nating the possibility of an elec-
trical fire, Slone said.

“Apparently everyone who 
worked in the area knew there 
were people living there ... but 
no one knew exactly who lived 
there,” Slone said. 

The fire was reported around 
11:30 a.m. Tuesday, and smoke 
surrounded Fountain Place and 
the downtown shops where addi-
tional calls came in from pedes-
trians smelling smoke, said Fire 
Chief Wallace Possich.

“We had to make a few stops to 
ensure it was a single event,” Pos-
sich said at the scene.

Fleming says his family has 
owned the house and the acre of 
land that surrounds the building 
for “a number of years.”

 “I’m glad nobody was here, 
and I’m glad no animals were 
inside,” Fleming said.

Firefighters were forced to 
break though boarded windows 
to reach the second floor of the 
house because the stairs were 
blocked.

“I know they have done some 
work in the past to insulate the 
house, because of the drafts,” 
Fleming said.

 “We’ll have to wait and see 
the extent of the damage before 
we decide if it’s worth restor-
ing,” he said over the phone to-
day.

The house next door was 
damaged in an early morn-
ing fire in November. That fire 
started in the living room while 
two people were home. The in-
surance company continued 
the investigation.

Squatters 
may have 
started fire 
on St. Clair
calls came in from 
all over downtown

state journal staff report 

Police have arrested 
a Frankfort woman for 
animal cruelty after re-
ceiving an abuse com-
plaint about a property 
on Elkhorn Drive, ac-

cording to a press re-
lease.

“It was my under-
standing that at least 
one of the animals was 
extremely malnour-
ished and abused,” Maj. 
Fred Deaton told The 

State Journal today.
The animal control 

officer received a con-
fiscation order and took 
eight dogs from the 
property to the Franklin 
County Humane Soci-
ety, Deaton said.

Katanya Mason, 30, 
is charged with animal 
cruelty and failure to 
license and vaccinate 
animals against rabies 
after an investigation 
started at her residence 
Feb. 1, according to the 

press release.
Mason has been re-

leased from Franklin 
County Regional Jail 
since her arrest Tues-
day, according to the jail 
website.

at least 1 of 8 dogs was ‘extremely malnourished and abused’


