
Morehead State foot-
ball wrapped up its
month-long spring
practices Sunday with
the annual Blue-White
game at Jayne Stadi-
um. In a spirited two-
hour contest, the Eagle
offense overcame a 14-
point halftime deficit to
rally and defeat the
defensive unit, 61-42.

The contest featured
a unique scoring sys-
tem that awarded
points for several situa-
tions, including big
plays, touchdowns and
multiple first downs on
offense, and sacks,
interceptions, tackles
for loss and stopping
drives on defense.

“I really liked our
effort and the way our
offense played in the
second half,” said MSU
Head Coach Matt Bal-
lard. “Our defense was
so physical and aggres-
sive and created some
turnovers, but that’s
why we have the scor-
ing system we do. It
awards points for mak-
ing plays and showing
great effort and not
just scoring touch-
downs.”

The Eagle defense
surged to a 35-21 half-

time advantage thanks
to three interceptions
and several pass
breakups and drive-
killing stops. Sopho-
more defenders
Michael Jackson and
Chris Benton and red-
shirt sophomore Nick
McCune all came up
with picks in the first
half.

The offense opened
the second half with a
95-yard scoring drive,
capped by a 13-yard
touchdown pass from
senior quarterback
Zach Lewis to senior
wide receiver Donte
Sawyer, one of two
scoring tosses caught
by Sawyer on the day.

Lewis, MSU’s record-
setting signal-caller,
passed for 250 yards on
20 completions. Sawyer
grabbed a team-best
five passes for more
than 50 yards.

“Football is a game of
adversity,” Ballard
said. “We talked to our
offense at halftime
when they were down
by 14. We told them
you have to be sound,
sharp and just make
plays. They came out
and took the first drive
and moved 95 yards

and set the tone for the
second half.”

The Eagle offense
also received a pair of
touchdowns from sen-
ior wideout Kevin
Thomas and redshirt
freshman Justin Corn-
wall. Thomas caught a
49-yard score from red-
shirt freshman quar-
terback Michael Mann
and also threw a touch-
down to junior wideout
Jason Rider. Cornwall
snagged a 24-yard scor-
ing toss from redshirt
sophomore quarterback
Boone Goldsmith and
also rushed for a 25-
yard touchdown. Red-
shirt freshman wide
receiver Shade Whit-
field caught a scoring
pass as well.

“Every live situation
this spring, we have
gotten at least two first
downs on a drive,” Bal-
lard noted. “That’s
exactly what you saw
after halftime and we
had a completely differ-
ent ball game.”

Senior kicker Rainer
Duzan booted a pair of
field goals, one from 21
yards and the other
from 25 yards out.

Senior running back
Greg Lewis and sopho-

more halfback Rob
Hardin each piled up
more than 40 yards.
Senior Blake Stanley
ripped off a 46-yard
run, and redshirt soph-
omore Brandon Born-
hauser recorded the
longest run, a 50-yard
tote to set up one of
Sawyer’s touchdowns.

“People on both sides
of the ball made big
plays,” Ballard said.
“Our defense is young
and we had some
injuries today we have
to deal with, but I am
excited as we head into
fall. This was a valu-
able experience today,
and I think our team

has done a nice job of
learning and growing
this spring.”

MSU went through
14 practice sessions in
the month, beginning
April 3 and wrapping
with Sunday’s game.

The Eagles’ 11-game
2012 schedule features
six home contests. The
season opener is set for
Thursday, Aug. 30 at 7

p.m. ET when South-
ern Virginia visits.
Family weekend is
Sept. 15 when the
Eagles entertain St.
Francis (Pa.) at 1 p.m.,
and Homecoming is set
for Oct. 27 when Pio-
neer Football League
rival Campbell pro-
vides the opposition at
1 p.m.
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Trip From B-1

By GRANT STEVENS
The Morehead News

Teams of any sport some-
times run into a game in
which you know it just isn't
your night.

Unfortunately, this was
the case for the Rowan
County Vikings last Friday
evening as it fell victim to
an outing in which it tallied
just one hit, falling at the
hands of visiting Russell,
12-0.

At the onset it appeared
as if the Vikings were off to
a solid start when it picked
up two initial outs on pop
fly balls by the Red Devils.

The events of the evening
began to take shape when
pitcher Justin Lewis and
catcher Jordan Cornett had
a mishap on a dropped
third strike, allowing Rus-
sell’s Zach Thompson to
pick up a free run.

Offensively, it was as dif-
ficult a night as the Vikings
had seen all season.

Unable to score in the

second and third inning,
Russell extended its lead to
4-0 following a deadly com-
bination of singles and dou-
bles that resulted in several
RBIs for the visiting team. 

Rowan’s boys would con-
nect several times through-
out the game, but simply
could not catch a break in
the batter’s box

While Russell continued
to pick up hits all over the
field, the Vikings continued
to struggle until late in the
sixth inning when Justin
Graham picked up Rowan’s
lone hit on a line drive to
mid-right field.

A potential ignition for
the Vikes’ offense quickly
fell by the wayside when a
pop fly out by junior Harold
Chapman left Rowan Coun-
ty facing a 9-0 deficit to
start the final inning.

Relief pitcher Tyler
Arthur could not put a halt
to the Red Devil attack,
with Russell’s Brian Conley
notching a single RBI to
bring in Thompson.

Two more runs were
scored before Chapman put
an end to the devilish Rus-
sell offense, grabbing a pop
fly to end the tough night
on defense for Rowan.

No comeback was made
in the final frame, as
Rowan County went three
up and three down to end

the game.
Following the loss at

home, the Vikings looked to
get things back on track
when it traveled to West
Carter last night after
press time for a matchup
with the struggling
Comets’.

Be sure to pick up Fri-

day’s edition of The More-
head News for the scoop on
the Rowan County’s trip to
Olive Hill.

Grant Stevens can be
reached at gstevens@the-
moreheadnews.com or by
telephone at 784-4116.

Vikings suffer shutout to devilish Russell offense

MSU football wraps up spring ball with spirited
blue-white game
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Viking junior Harold Chapman races to deep center field to make the play on
a fly ball.  (Photo by Grant Stevens)

Senior wide receiver Donte Sawyer eyes the catch for MSU.

ROWAN COUNTY 0       RUSSELL 12

walk.  Barton hit a triple and scored
in the first inning to draw first
blood, followed with a double and
round trip back to home in the third
inning to take back the lead for
LCA.

Brett McKinney was also perfect
at the plate going two for two with a
walk.  

McKinney hit a single driving in a
run in the third, capped off with a
bases-loaded triple in the fourth
inning to round up four RBIs. 

First baseman Seth Hall went two
for four in the matchup, while Brian
Holeman, Caleb Maze, Maverick

Highley and Zach Hacker hit singles
to boost the 10 total hits for the Fal-
cons. 

After Friday’s double dose of wins,
the Falcons went on to pick up two
more wins in a double header
against North Hardin.

At 18-0-1, the Falcons get back to
action tomorrow night when they
take the big stage against St. Joe
Catholic at Whitaker Bank Park in
Lexington.

The Morehead News will have
more on this game in next Tuesday’s
sports.


