
FRANKFORT – State
Auditor Adam Edelen
Monday released a spe-
cial examination of the
administration of the
former Commissioner of
Agriculture Richie
Farmer, which found a
toxic culture of entitle-
ment and self-dealing at
Kentucky taxpayers’ ex-
pense. 

The report will be re-
ferred to the Kentucky
Attorney General, Exec-
utive Branch Ethics
Commission, IRS, Ken-
tucky Department of
Revenue, Office of In-
spector General of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and the Person-
nel Board. 

“The law makes no
distinction between
icons and the rest of us
and neither do I,” Ede-
len said. “The report
paints a clear picture of
an administration that
had no qualms about
treating taxpayer re-
sources as its own. The
former commissioner
had state employees on
state time take him
hunting and shopping,
mow his yard, build a
basketball court in his
backyard, and even
chauffer his dog. He
showered himself with

gifts and office equip-
ment and rewarded
friends with jobs. These
are just some of the doc-
umented abuses that
should outrage every
Kentuckian.” 

The exam details an
extravagant conference
hosted by the former
commissioner that cost
Kentucky taxpayers
more than $96,000; mul-
tiple instances of misuse
of department resources
and state employees for
personal benefit; ques-
tionable spending of
state and federal dollars,
including tobacco settle-
ment money; timesheet
and travel reimburse-
ment abuses by employ-
ees who had close
relationships with the
former commissioner,
numerous merit system
abuses; and several
management issues. 

Edelen announced his
plans to audit the for-
mer KDA administra-
tion in January at the
request of newly-elected
KDA Commissioner
James Comer, who
wanted to restore
morale within the de-
partment and ensure
the integrity of its oper-
ations. KDA employees
had come forward with

troubling allegations in-
volving the administra-
tion of Comer’s
predecessor. 

The department is re-
sponsible for regulating
and promoting Ken-
tucky’s most important
industry. It has roughly
300 employees and a
total annual budget of
$38 million. 

“I appreciate Com-
missioner Comer’s will-
ingness to work in a
bi-partisan manner to
restore public trust in
an important public
agency,” Edelen said.
“The 41 findings and
126 recommendations
found in the nearly 150-
page report provide his
administration with a
blueprint to improve
management and spend-
ing operations at the de-
partment.” 

“This audit was a se-
rious and necessary step
toward cleaning the
slate and restoring the
taxpayers’ confidence in
this department,” Comer
said. “I appreciate the
auditor’s commitment to
this cause, and I hope
we’ve set the standard
for bipartisan coopera-
tion in the interest of
better government for
all Kentuckians.” 

Seven professional
auditors reviewed thou-
sands of documents, in-
cluding emails, invoices,
reports, policies,
timesheets, travel
vouchers and personnel
files from 2004 through
2011, with an emphasis
on the last four calendar
years. They conducted
interviews with more
than 50 individuals, in-
cluding current and for-
mer KDA staff,
Kentucky Proud ven-
dors, the former spouse
of the former commis-
sioner and others. 

Auditors attempted to
interview the former
commissioner, but he de-
clined the opportunity.
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The Morehead News
welcomes your letters
on topics that affect
our readers.

Here are some
guidelines that will
help your letter get in
the newspaper more
quickly.

• Letters must not
exceed 300 words. 

• No more than one
letter per calendar
month will be pub-
lished from the same
author.

• Address the editor.
No “open letters” to
anyone, including pub-
lic officials. Even when
responding to someone

else’s letter, write to
the editor and not that
person.

• Letters must be
verified. All letters
should be signed with
the address and tele-
phone number in-
cluded so we can make
sure that you sent the
letter.

All letters will be
printed at the sole dis-
cretion of the editor.

We reserve the right
to edit all letters.

Send letters to:
The Morehead News
722 W. First Street

Morehead, KY 40351

Letters Policy

Your Elected 
Representatives

Judge-executive 
Jim Nickell
Rowan County Courthouse
600 West Main Street
Morehead KY 40351
606-784-5151

• • • • • • •
Morehead Mayor 
David Perkins
City Hall
105 East Main Street
Morehead KY 40351
606-784-8505

• • • • • • •
State Sen.
Walter Blevins Jr.
P.O. Box 604
West Liberty KY 41472
1-800-372-7181 (Office)
email: walter.blevins
@lrc.ky.gov

• • • • • • •
State Rep.
John Will Stacy
P.O. Box 135
West Liberty KY 41472
606-743-1516 (Home)
1-800-372-7181 (Frankfort)

• • • • • • •
State Rep. 
Rocky Adkins
P.O. Box 688
Sandy Hook KY 41171
606-738-4242 (Home)
1-502-564-8100 ext. 659
(Frankfort)
606-928-0407 (Ashland)

• • • • • • •
U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers

2406 Rayburn House Office 
Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-225-4601
606-679-8346 (Somerset)

• • • • • • •
Sen. Mitch McConnell

317 Russell Senate
Office Building
Washington, D.C 20510
202-224-2541

• • • • • • •
Sen. Rand Paul

5 Russell Courtyard 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-4343

The Morehead News

SALUTES
If you would like to
nominate someone to
be featured in The
Morehead News
Salutes, please send
a brief description of
the individual, cou-
ple or group to:

“SALUTES”
The Morehead News
722 West First Street
Morehead, KY 40351

All nominations will
be considered; how-
ever, our Editorial
Board will be respon-
sible for making the
final decision. 
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SALUTES
Marvin Moore

We salute Rowan County School Supt. Marvin Moore for his 
induction into the Dawahare’s KHSAA Hall of Fame on Saturday
night. He was recognized for his years of service as a high school
game official in basketball, baseball and volleyball. Moore also 

officiated in college basketball.

These are the best of times and the
worst of times for fans of Morehead
State University men’s basketball.

It’s sad to lose Coach Donnie Tyndall
but, at the same time, we should be
happy for his personal success.

And, as we have learned in times
past, most recently in 2006, the hiring
of a new coach undoubtedly will bring
another new spirit of excitement to
Johnson Arena.

It was barely six years ago when an
eager, enthusiastic young coach – with
a reputation as a master recruiter –
came back to his alma mater and
promised to do everything he could to
build a successful men’s basketball pro-
gram.

Donnie Tyndall proved to be a man of
his word as he steadily assembled a
basketball team that won on the bas-
ketball court and in the classroom. 

The entire basketball world knows
that he found a gangly, smiling young
man in the inner city of Newark, N. J.,
who trusted him to make him a better
player and help him earn a college de-
gree.

Kenneth Faried not only became the
best rebounder in the history of college
basketball, a first round NBA draft
pick and a college graduate, he led his
team to a couple of Ohio Valley Confer-
ence championships and trips to the
big dance – the NCAA tournament.

Some say that upset win over the U
of L Cardinals in Denver will be re-
membered as the most exciting game
in tournament history.

Others saw it as a turning point in
Donnie Tyndall’s reputation as a coach.
National media began to speculate
about his future marketability as a
coach.

In our opinion, no one in college bas-
ketball works harder or is more deserv-
ing of success than Coach Tyndall.

We knew that his success in finding
and developing players and building
winning teams would someday take
him away from Morehead State.

And that’s exactly what happened
last weekend when the Golden Eagles
of the University of Southern Missis-
sippi tapped him to be their head
coach.

And we surely can’t feel bad toward
USM, the institution that produced
Brett Favre and Jimmy Buffet.

Looking ahead, his decision to go to a
larger school in a national conference
could open other doors as Coach Tyn-
dall takes his teams into the media
markets of Dallas, Houston, Memphis,
New Orleans, and Birmingham.

Thanks, coach, for keeping your
promise to make our Eagles soar again.
We wish you the very best.

In Our Opinion

He came, he coached, 
he conquered, he left

Become our friend on
Facebook: facebook.com

/themorehead news

Readers of The Morehead News are invited to
submit suggestions for local news coverage, ideas
for editorials, and topics for personal columns by
the Publisher and others. E-mail your input to
kkappes@themoreheadnews.com or fax to 606-
784-7337. Mail material to: Keith Kappes, Pub-
lisher, The Morehead News, 722 W. First St.,
Morehead, KY 40351.

Your input is invited!

Local schools

MARVIN

MOORE

Superintendent

Rowan Schools
Week in Review

See ROWAN on A-7

The end of school al-
ways brings about lots
of wonderful activities
in our schools.   Hope
we can divide this week
up to let everyone
brag.    Here is Part 1
for Tuesday, May 1.
Thanks!

Testing began at our
elementary schools this
week, and I got to go
around to every school.
It was evident that the
teachers and staff had
prepared them very
well as our students
were very focused, and
they were taking the
test very seriously.  I
know that everyone will
continue to stay focused
for the remainder of the
testing window.

State auditor says ag audit ‘should
outrage every Kentuckian’ 

Commentary


