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The housing market in Shelby
County improved in 2011, industry
sources say, and some of those sources
say they think that trend will con-
tinue.

Analysis of data provided to The
Sentinel-News shows that in 2011:
• The sale of existing homes grew

by 24 to 418 in 2011, a 6 percent
improvement and approaching the
444 sold in 2009. The average sale
price held pretty firm, dropping
less than a thousand dollars to
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HOUSING REPORT 2011

Sales up, foreclosures down
Only negative is only 66 new homes

$140,000.
• Foreclosures, which had spiked in

2010, fell 37 percent, from 228 to
144.

• The one negative statistic is that
there were only 66 new homes
built in 2011, a 38 percent decline
from the 106 in 2010.

Industry experts say that the drop
in new home construction actually
helps the real estate market, because
the demand for homes is still there,
so buyers have to choose from existing
homes.

Torrey Smith, owner of Torrey
Smith Realty Co. in Shelbyville, said
this past month was the busiest he has

experienced in his 14 years in the real
estate business.

''When I say busy, I mean I've had
actual people looking at property,
putting in offers and getting accepted,"
he said.

Smith said he attributes the spike
to historically low interest rates.

''It's as low as three percent and I've
never seen it this low for a fifteen- and
a thirty-year fixed [interest rate loan],
and that is a major factor, because for
a lot of buyers who are on the cusp of
either buying or refinancing, it kind
of pushed them to say, 'Hey, now we
can get of lot of house for a cheaper
monthly payment."

Smith said he thinks the housing

see. HOUSING on page AS

Sentinel-News file photo
There were lower interest rates and fewer
foreclosures, and more houses sold in Shelby
County in 2011, up 6 percent from 2010.

What's in your Super bowl?
Wings, pizza, veggies, chipsi
Although some people focus on the l~

football, there are folks allover Shelby
County who say they are ready to feed
your munchies during the big game.

By TODD MARTIN • Sentinel-News Staff Writer
tmartin@sentinelnews.com

Gt ready for the Super Bulge on Sunday.
Annually considered the second

argest day of food consumption behind
Thanksgiving, Super Bowl Sunday has
turned into a celebration that goes well

beyond any football game.
If the excessive media coverage surrounding Patriots

tight end Rob Gronkowski's ankle and the protective
boot he mayor may not be wearing hasn't pushed you
over the edge, then surely the TV time spent focused on
what to serve, how to serve it, what to serve it with and
how to make it fun has.

The amount of everything, from commercials to bets,
reaches a fever pitch on Sunday, so why not just give
in?

Shelby County's retailers are fully stocked so you
won't have to worry about running out of anything
during your party, leaving plenty of time to focus on
which songs Madonna sings at halftime, whether or not
Kelly Clarkson flubs the Star Spangled Banner, like
Christina Aguilera did last year, and, if you like, the
New England Patriots and the New York Giants.

''We treat it like a holiday," said Stephen Bland, the
co-manager at Kroger Marketplace on Boone Station
Road. ''We're a large store, so we already have a lot in
stock, but we try to have a lot of tailgating items on
hand, things like party trays and large beer, soft drink
and chip displays."
That's a good start.
Although people think about fried foods, dips and

chips for Super Bowl Sunday, some of the most scooped
up snacks are veggies.

According to NPD Group, a consumer market
research firm, veggies are the top food eaten in homes
during the game. Of course, if they're slathered in
French onion or ranch dip, eating probably is not quite
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County isn't
wasting time
with new
facility
Newton sees 'no problems'
with move toWindhurst Way

By LISA KING
Sentinel-News Staff Writer

lisa@sentinelnews.com

Plans to combine two county waste-related
facilities are coming along without any prob-
lems so far, officials said.
The Shelby County 109 Taxing District

Board will meet next Thursday to discuss
more details, said Rusty Newton, chairman of
the 109 Board.

''We will get a report from our engineer
and our project manager at that meeting," he
said.

Listed on county tax bills as the landfill,
the county spent nearly $655,000 last fall
on a little more than 25 acres on Windhurst
Way, a parcel located across from Ryerson
Inc. at 920 Old Brunerstown Road.

Director of Solid Waste Russell Thomas
see. CENTER on page AS

Admitted felon
jumped bail,
finally caught
Jesse Loving, freed by former
judge Mershon, found hiding

By LISA KING
Sentinel-News Staff Writer

lisa@sentinelnews.com

A Shelbyville man whose
rap sheet has included the
attempted murder of a
deputy and armed robbery
has been arrested after
more than a month of
hiding from sentencing.

Shelbyville Police
finally caught up with
Jesse Andrew Loving, 21,
of 7609 Hempridge Road
on Tuesday night at his
girlfriend's apartment,
Shelbyville Police Chief Bob
Schutte said.

Police also arrested his
girlfriend, Candace Burton,
22, for second-degree hin-
dering prosecution.

Loving had pleaded
see. LOVINGon page AS
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