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51,000 cast or request 
absentee ballots

Frankfort: More than 51,000 Kentucky voters 
have cast absentee ballots or are in the process 
of doing so. Secretary of State Alison Lundergan 
Grimes said Tuesday that’s on par with the count 
two weeks ahead of the 2008 election. In Ken-
tucky, voters who will be out of town or otherwise 
unable to get to the polls on Nov. 6 can vote early 
by absentee ballots.

Besides the presidential race, Kentucky has 
a competitive congressional race in Central 
Kentucky. Voters also will choose a Supreme Court 
justice from Eastern Kentucky and state legislators 
across the state. In some parts of the state, local 
races also are on the ballot. Grimes, the state’s 
chief elections officer, hasn’t projected how many 
of Kentucky’s 3 million eligible voters will turn out 
on Election Day.

Teen pleads guilty to killings
Glasgow: A 16-year-old boy has pleaded guilty 

and received a 20-year prison sentence in the 
slayings of his legal guardians.

The Glasgow Daily Times reported that 
Christopher Endicott received the sentence during 
a hearing Tuesday in Metcalfe County in which he 
pleaded guilty to murder in the March 2011 deaths 
of Gary and Barbara Holloway.

The couple was found fatally shot in their 
Edmonton home.

Endicott also pleaded guilty to charges of 
robbery, tampering with evidence and fleeing from 
police. He had been scheduled to go to trial Dec. 4.

Endicott’s attorney, Crystal Thompson, called 
her client “the victim of a system that failed him.”

“This is a tragedy and no one wins in this 
case,” Thompson said. “Two people have died and 
this boy’s childhood has been taken from him.”

Thompson said the Holloway’s home had been 
one of many for the teen.

“He was bounced around his whole life,” 
Thompson said. “His father and mother spent 
most of their lives in prison, his mother aban-
doned him when he was young. This (the death of 
the Holloways) was a tragedy but Chris’ life was a 
tragedy as well,” Thompson said.

Man arrested on porn charges
Harrison County: A Harrison County man was 

arrested on child pornography charges stemming 
from an investigation that lasted more than two 
years.  Allen L. Moredock, 26, was charged with 20 
counts of possession of matter portraying a sexual 
performance by a minor, state police said in a 
news release Wednesday. 

An Internet Crimes Against Children investiga-
tion started when Moredock began chatting with 
a person online who he thought was a 14-year-old 
girl, the release said. The girl was an undercover 
detective in Florida. 

The release says Moredock sent the detective 
child pornography and talked about having sexual 
contact with a child.

Florida officers determined the suspect was 
located in Berry, Ky., and forwarded the case to 
Kentucky State Police.

Moredock was arrested Oct. 18, the release 
said. Officers took multiple computers and found 
more than 1,000 images of child porn. He was be-
ing held at the Bourbon County Detention Center 
on a $100,000 cash bond.

State police investigate death
Perry County: Kentucky State Police are 

investigating the death of a 70-year-old Perry 
County man who was found Tuesday at his house, 
and investigators arrested three people there on 
outstanding warrants.

Alva Combs, 70, was found at 6:45 p.m. as 
police investigated an anonymous report of a 
possible methamphetamine lab in a house on 
Robin Run in the Bonnyman community in Perry 
County, police said. Two containers that appeared 
to be one-step meth labs were found in a burn 
pile outside the house, but no evidence of a meth 
lab, contraband or hazardous materials was found 
inside the house. Combs was found unresponsive 
on a couch and was pronounced dead at the 
house, police said.

His death does not appear to be related to the 
original meth-lab report, police said. An autopsy 
was scheduled. The three arrested and taken to 
the Kentucky River Regional Detention Center were 
Wesley H. Fugate, 29; Alva D. Combs, 35; and John 
Combs, 56.
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Corrections
The Herald-Leader corrects all significant errors 

that are brought to the editors’ attention. If you 
think we have made such an error, please call our 
newsroom at (859) 231-3200 or 1-800-950-6397 
after 9 a.m. on weekdays or after 3 p.m. on week-
ends and holidays.

During the second presidential 
debate earlier this month, Mitt 
Romney’s reference to “binders 
full of women” became an instant 
sensation over the Internet. Thou-
sands and thousands of people 
quickly tweeted the phrase, made 

mention of it on Facebook, and 
parodied it on Tumblr. 

But those not hooked up to the 
ever-growing Internet conversa-
tions missed out.

“There is a shift in the conver-
sation,” said Adam Banks, Univer-
sity of Kentucky associate profes-
sor of writing, rhetoric and digital 
media. “What is happening to 
the debates and the responses to 
the debates has a whole different 
flavor than what’s on CNN, FOX or 

MSNBC.”
Because of that shift, many of 

us don’t hear or see conversations 
that our community is having be-
cause we are not technology savvy. 
The more we educate ourselves 
about technology, the more we 
can continue on the frontlines of 
improving our counties, cities and 
country.

“It is not that the digital stuff is 

Join the tech-savvy among us who 
know community knows no bounds 
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IF YOU GO
TechTuesdays @ The Fig — Digital 
Literacy for Community Building 
and Activism, taught by Adam 
Banks 
When: 6-8 p.m., Oct. 30, Nov. 6 
and Nov. 13.

Where: The Wild Fig Bookstore, 
1439 Leestown Road, Lexington.

Information: Contact Banks by 
email at adam.banks3@uky.edu, 
or on Twitter @dradambanks.

See DAVIS, A6

Lamonica Hill listened to evidence against 
her during a hearing at Fayette District Court 
on Wednesday. Hill, 41, is accused of setting 
a fire at her apartment on Lima Drive Sept. 
13 while her 12-year-old son was inside.  

PABLO ALCALÁ | palcala@herald-leader.com

A Fayette County grand jury will re-
view the case against a Lexington woman 
charged with attempting to kill her 12-year-
old son.

After a hearing Wednesday morning, 
District Judge T. Bruce Bell ruled that there 
is sufficient evidence against Lamonica Hill 
to send the case to the grand jury.

Police charged Hill, 41, with attempted 
murder and arson earlier this month after 
an investigation into a Sept. 13 fire at an 
apartment on Lima Drive where Hill and 
her son lived.

Hill pleaded not guilty to the charges at 
her arraignment. Hill’s attorney, public de-
fender Bonnie Potter, had argued that there 
was not enough evidence to support the 
attempted-murder charge.

Police said Hill gave her son an overdose 
of sleeping pills, then deliberately started 
the fire in the doorway of the bedroom 
where he was sleeping, blocking his escape.

During Wednesday’s hearing, Lexington 
police Capt. Carrie Bowling testified that 
evidence suggested Hill was overwrought 
because she recently had broken up with 
her boyfriend and felt that she “couldn’t go 
on.”

Bowling said Hill’s son told investigating 
officers after the fire that his mother gave 
him as many as 20 sleeping pills. The boy 
was roused by the blaze, awaking to find 
his mother on top of him, covering his nose 
and mouth, Bowling said. He then pushed 
Hill away and called 911, Bowling testified.

Hill burst into tears at one point during 
the testimony.

Mother’s 
case sent 
to grand 

jury 
ACCUSED OF ATTEMPTED 

MURDER OF SON, 12
By Jim Warren

jwarren@herald-leader.com

An audit of the Mason County school 
district found nearly $200,000 in question-
able expenditures since 2008, according to 
a report released Wednesday by State Audi-
tor Adam Edelen.

A review of finances in the school dis-
trict, which has fewer than 3,000 students, 
found excessive spending, extra benefits for 
the school superintendent and lack of prop-
er board oversight. 

Investigators documented that Super-
intendent Tim Moore, six district employ-
ees and five board members spent nearly 
$200,000 that appeared excessive, lacked 
supporting documentation, had no clear 
business purpose or did not go through the 
district’s approval process.

That spending included meals at upscale 
steakhouses by the board and administra-
tors, and expensive hotel stays, including 
many at the Marriott in Covington, just an 
hour from Maysville.

In addition, Moore was documented to 
have used $21,000 in gas from the district’s 
tanks that was not included as part of his 
contract. His most recent contract pays him 

AUDIT FINDS EXCESSIVE SPENDING 

Mason schools’ 
expenses come 
under scrutiny 

By Linda B. Blackford
lblackford@herald-leader.com

Harry Sykes, Lexington’s 
first black city commissioner, 
will be honored at Thursday’s 
council meeting by Mayor Jim 
Gray and the Urban County 
Council.

Sykes was first elected in 
1963 and served four consecu-
tive terms on council. Over a 
span of several years, Sykes also 
served as mayor pro-tem, city 
manager and chief administra-
tive officer. He ran for mayor in 
1971, losing to Foster Pettit. 

Sykes played for the Har-
lem Globetrotters and taught 
mathematics at the old Dun-

bar High School. “But most 
of all he was a Lexington 
government official and civic 
leader,” said councilman Tom 
Blues, who paid tribute to 
Sykes at a council work ses-
sion on Tuesday.

In addition to his govern-
ment work, Sykes served on 
numerous boards and com-
missions, was a founder of 
the Lexington-Fayette County 
Urban League and was its 
first president. Among his 
honors was receiving the Out-
standing Citizens Award by 
the Council of Christians and 
Jews in 1969. 

A reception will be held at 

5 p.m. Thursday in the lobby 
of the Government Center. 
The public is 
invited. At the 
council meet-
ing, starting 
at 6 p.m., the 
mayor will de-
clare Thurs-
d ay  H a r r y 
Sykes Day in 
Lexington.

Sykes’ son, Kevin, said his 
father, who is 85, hopes to at-
tend the reception and coun-
cil meeting. 

Beverly Fortune: (859) 231-3251. 
Twitter: @BFortune2010

Public invited to reception honoring 
city’s first black commissioner 

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune@herald-leader.com

Sykes

18TH MARKER 
IN UK SERIES

Left: Tom Harris, University of Kentucky 
vice president for university relations, 
left, and Jonathon Nunley, UK’s Student 
Development Council president, on 
Wednesday unveiled the latest addi-
tion to the Live Blue Legacy historical 
marker program. The ceremony took 
place at the head of the Legacy Trail on 
the Coldstream Research Campus. The 
marker pays tribute to Aristides, the 
first horse to win the Kentucky Derby, 
in 1875. Donations from the UK class of 
2011 paid for the marker.
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ON KENTUCKY.COM
Chris Bailey’s blog keeps 
an eye on the weather  
for Lexington and beyond
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