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Oscars pick an animated host
Family Guy creator Seth MacFarlane says being 

invited to host the 2013 Academy Awards “was 
the greatest call that I could have gotten in show 
 business.” Oscar telecast producers Craig Zadan and 
Neil Meron made the announcement Monday.  

MacFarlane is best known for his envelope-
 pushing animated TV shows Family Guy,  American 
Dad! and The Cleveland Show. He made his big-
screen directorial debut earlier this year with the 
irreverent R-rated comedy Ted, which took in more 

than $420 million at the box office. He also hosted the season opener 
of Saturday Night Live last month . 

Meron called MacFarlane, 38, “the most  unbelievable,  consummate 
host choice we could think of.” This is the first Oscar production for 
Zadan and Meron, whose credits include 2002 best picture winner 
Chicago and the musical TV show Smash.

The 85th annual Academy Awards will be  presented Feb. 24. 
 Nominees will be announced Jan. 10.

Aldean admits ‘I screwed up’ at L.A. bar 
Country star Jason Aldean has apologized to fans after pictures of 

him acting “inappropriately” last week popped up.
Aldean tweeted Sunday that he wanted to talk to fans directly 

instead of letting gossip Web sites tell his story. The tweet comes after 
photos appeared showing Aldean and former American Idol contestant 
Brittany Kerr together at a bar Wednesday in Los Angeles. In one 
photo, they appear to kiss.

“The truth is I screwed up,” had too much to drink and acted 
 inappropriately at the bar, Aldean said. He noted that he left alone 
and added, “ultimately I ended up embarrassing myself and my 
 family.” Aldean is married with two children. A publicist says there 
would be no further comment.

The multiplatinum singer’s fifth album, Night Train, is due out Oct. 16.
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  Singer-songwriter Don McLean is 67. 
  Fashion designer Donna Karan and actor Avery Brooks are 64. 
Photographer Annie Leibovitz is 63.  Singer-actor Sting is 61. Actress 
Lorraine Bracco is 58.  Singer Gillian Welch is 45. Singer Kelly Willis 
is 44.  Talk show host Kelly Ripa is 42. Singer Tiffany is 41.  

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:

Sept. 29: 
Powerball: 14-18-28-29-57 8
Jackpot: $40 million; no winner

Sept. 28: 
Mega Millions: 

6-8-14-43-56 28
Jackpot: $21 million; no winner

Oct. 1: Decades of Dollars:
12-23-24-26-33-37

Oct. 1: Day: Pick 3: 9-6-0
Pick 4: 0-0-6-5

Night: Pick 3: 1-6-4
Pick 4: 6-2-5-1

Cash Ball: 2-4-11-29 21
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WASHINGTON — Merck 
& Co.’s Gardasil, the human 
papillomavirus vaccine to 
prevent cervical cancer, was 
shown to be safe in the sec-
ond large-scale study in the 
past year of side effects since 
the drug was approved six 
years ago. 

Fainting and infections 
were among the common side 
effects in a study of 190,000 
females in Kaiser Permanen-
te’s California insurance sys-
tem who were tracked for 60 
days after receiving the HPV 
vaccine. The study Monday 
in the Archives of Pediatric & 
Adolescent Medicine showed 
patients were six times more 
likely to have a fainting inci-
dent on the day of the vacci-
nation than in the following 
weeks and 1.8 times more 
likely to report a skin and 
subcutaneous tissue infection 
in the two weeks after. 

Gardasil sparked debate 
in 2007 as 24 states intro-
duced legislation to require 
HPV shots for school girls, 
despite the lack of long-term 
safety studies. U.S. Rep. Mi-
chele Bachmann of Minne-
sota brought the issue back to 
light last year at a Republican 
presidential debate, when she 
chastised Texas Gov. Rick 
Perry for requiring girls in his 
state to be vaccinated. Mon-
day’s report is the second to 

be published in the past year 
to show few or no significant 
side effects. 

“The take-home message is 
this is a very reassuring find-
ing,” said Nicola Klein, the 
study’s lead author and co- 
director of the Kaiser Perma-
nente Vaccine Study Center in 
Oakland, Calif. “Patients and 
providers should be aware to 
follow the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention guide-
lines for 15 minutes after this 
vaccine.” 

The CDC recommends, 
and Gardasil’s prescribing in-
formation suggests, patients 
be monitored for 15 minutes 
after they receive the vac-
cine. 

Merck had committed to 
studying the short-term safe-
ty of the HPV vaccine when 
the Food and Drug Admin-
istration approved Gardasil 
in 2006. Kaiser conducted 
the study in Monday’s re-
port with the input of Merck, 
based in Whitehouse Station, 
N.J. 

Gardasil and GlaxoSmith-
Kline’s Cervarix are the only 
two U.S.-approved vaccines 
to combat HPV. Merck’s Gar-
dasil generated $1.2 billion in 
revenue last year, while Cer-
varix brought in $812 million 
for London-based Glaxo. 

Gardasil,  initially ap -
proved for females ages 9 to 
26, had its use expanded by 
the FDA to boys and men in 
2009 for the prevention of 

genital warts caused by cer-
tain types of HPV. The shot 
is supposed to be given in 
three doses over six months.  

Of the 190,000 females in 
the Kaiser study, 44,000 re-
ceived all three recommend-
ed doses. 

 Human papillomavirus is 
the most common sexually 
transmitted infection. About 
20 million Americans have 
the virus, according to the 
CDC. The types of the virus 
that can cause cancer are 
not the same types that can 
cause genital warts. About 
12,000 women get cervical 
cancer each year in the Unit-
ed States and about 1 per-
cent of sexually active adults 
have genital warts, according 
to the CDC.  

LARGE-SCALE ANALYSIS FINDS FEW SIDE EFFECTS

Study confirms HPV vaccine safe
By Anna Edney
Bloomberg News

Surf your way to 10% energy savings. The KU Online Home Energy Analysis.

In just ten minutes, you can get a personalized report on your home’s energy use – along with lots of low-cost
and no-cost ways to reduce it.

Have your account number handy and visit lge-ku.com/analysis today!
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