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Interstate 71 motorists are about to trade one
traffic nightmare for another.

With the Sherman Minton Bridge only recently
reopened, road and bridge work is to begin tonight
on a stretch of I-71 between the Watterson Ex-
pressway and downtown — and with it comes the
promise of more commuting headaches.

Highway officials acknowledge the work will
mean more frustration for motorists who had to
bear just over five months of backed-up traffic
when the Sherman Minton shutdown forced more
commuters onto I-71.

About 60,000 vehicles daily use the section of
I-71 between the Watterson Expressway and
downtown.

“We ask that people allow extra time to get to

their destination. It’s all being done to improve the
interstate system for the traveling public and try-
ing to improve the roadways to give motorists a
better ride,” said Andrea Clifford, spokeswoman
for the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s Louis-
ville district.

Starting at 8 p.m. today and continuing until
about 6 a.m. April 30, paving and bridge deck re-
pair will reduce to one lane the section of south-
bound I-71 between the Watterson and downtown.

As part of the project, the Exit 2 southbound
ramp to Zorn Avenue will be closed until about 6
a.m. April 19.

To accommodate Kentucky Derby-related traf-
fic, work will be suspended from April 30 until
May 11, when repairs will resume and traffic on
the northbound side will be reduced to one lane.
Work on that side should be completed by May 28.

Signs along Interstate 71 let motorists know that starting tonight, southbound travel between the
Watterson Expressway and downtown will be reduced to one lane. MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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I-71 resurfacing and bridge deck repair between
Watterson Expressway and downtown
8 p.m. Today to 6 a.m. April 30

!SOUTHBOUND reduced to one lane*
8 p.m. Today to 6 a.m. April 19

!Zorn Avenue exit from I-71 south closed
6 a.m. April 30 to May 11

!Kentucky Derby break in work
May 11 to May 28

!NORTHBOUND reduced to one lane*
*Tractor-trailers and vehicles with loads wider than 11 feet not
allowed on side of interstate with work under way.
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60,000
vehicles use the section of
I-71 between the Watterson
and downtown each day

$10.9 MILLION
Contract awarded last year to
Gohmann Asphalt & Con-
struction for the I-71 project

EARLY JUNE
Scheduled completion of the
I-71 project

“There will be a lot of
work going on at
once. We just ask that
people be patient.”
ANDREA CLIFFORD, Ky.
Transportation Cabinet spokeswoman

Roadwork to reduce travel to one lane
By Sheldon S. Shafer
sshafer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See I-71, Page A4
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Southern Indiana: Sunny, warmer
today. Partly sunny, warmer tomorrow.
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No one took command as
a storm approached, emer-
gency plans were inade-
quate, the communications
ragtag and the construction
shoddy.

Oversight of safety stan-
dards? Non-existent.

Yet top Indiana State Fair
officials in charge at the
time last year’s fatal stage
rigging collapse will keep
their jobs — despite a pair of
scalding reports issued
Thursday.

With the blessing of Gov.

Mitch Daniels, the Indiana
State Fair Commission an-
nounced that its president
and executive director will
stay on to run the fair and im-
plement recommendations
from two independent firms
who investigated the trage-
dy.

The investigations — one
a technical analysis of how
the stage went down, the oth-
er focused on decision-mak-
ing — criticized the Indiana
State Fair Commission as un-
prepared for the Aug. 13
storm that blew down the

Reports:
State fair
not ready
for storm
Investigations find stage rigging
was faulty; top officials to keep jobs
By John Tuohy
and Carrie Ritchie
john.tuohy@indystar.com

See FAIR, Page A2

WASHINGTON — The
White House — and Presi-
dent Barack Obama himself
— rushed into a damage con-
trol campaign Thursday to
blunt the impact of a Demo-
cratic consultant’s sugges-
tion that Ann Romney isn’t
qualified to discuss the econ-
omy because she “hasn’t
worked a day in her life.”

“There’s no tougher job
than being a mom,” Obama
said.

In an interview TV station
KCRG in Cedar Rapids,
Iowa, Obama said: “When I
think about what Michelle’s
had to do — when I think

about my own mom, a single
mother raising me and my
sister — that’s work. So any-
body who would argue other-
wise probably needs to re-
think their statement.”

The president’s remarks
were his answer to consult-

Obama backs
Ann Romney
in mom debate
By Laurie Kellman
Associated Press

See MOMS, Page A2

President Barack Obama
spoke up for rival Mitt
Romney’s wife, Ann. AP
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