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For more information contact: 

Chamber of Commerce
606-564-5534 or 888-875-MAYS

www.maysvillekentucky.com 
email:chamber@maysvilleky.net

May 26, 2012
8 a.m. start

Multiple races all skill levels can enjoy:
TRIATHLON  

.5 mile swim, 
25 mile bike, 
3.1 mile run

SPRINT 
.3 mile swim, 
12 mile bike, 
1.5 mile run

DUATHLON 
2.4 mile run, 
25 mile bike, 
3.1 mile run

5K 
Run

Registration website: www.active.com

Visit our MultiSport website:  www.buffalotrailsraces.com

BLOCK PARTY
Friday Night • May 25th

Lower Market Street

Gold Sponsors:

We cut to your size. #1 METAL 
ORDER TODAY - INSTALL TOMORROW - 11-Colors in Stock

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

5756 Wallingford Rd., Flemingsburg, KY • www.mountainviewmetalcenter.com

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5pm; 
Sat. 8am-11am; Closed Sun. 

We Specialize in Post and Steel Frame Construction

Call for a FREE Quote - 
1-877-845-8408

Distributor

We Offer a Full line of 
Post Frame Building 

Supplies

Pole Barns •Garages 
•Horse Barns

•Metal Roofs
•Concrete Flatwork

now offers you a package deal!

Insure both your automobile and 

home with State Auto and you’ll 

receive a substantial reduction in 

your premiums through the Auto/

Home Discount Program. Call 

today for more information.

RICHMOND 
INSURANCE AGENCY, 

INC.
Eric Schumacher • Carla Pfeffer

606-759-5663
1428 US 68, Maysville, KY

THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT SATURDAY, 03.24.2012  |  C3THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT  |  SATURDAY, 03.24.2012 SPORTS  |  C3

HOWARD ULMAN
Associated Press

BOSTON | Deshaun 
Thomas’ reputation as a 
shoot-first player is well 
known. Ohio State’s high-
scoring forward even apolo-
gizes for it.

“I love to score,” Thomas 
said Friday, one day after 
leading the Buckeyes with 
26 points — and no as-
sists — in their 81-66 win 
over Cincinnati that put 
them in Saturday night’s 
East Regional final against 
Syracuse.

At Bishop Luers High 
School in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
where he averaged 29.9 
points per game in four 
years, “coaches had the ball 
in my hands 110 percent of 
the time. That’s what I do,” 
he said. “I love to score. I’m 
sorry.”

No need to apologize. 
Without the sophomore, 
Ohio State would have had a 
much harder time reaching 
the Elite Eight for the first 
time in five years. 

He’s averaging 16.2 
points per game this sea-
son but has just 33 assists 
in 37 games.

“He came in with the 
mentality of being a scorer,” 
Buckeyes coach Thad Matta 
said. 

“We’ve talked a lot to him 
about (how) there’s so many 
other ways that he can affect 
our team in a positive way.”

He did that against Gon-
zaga in the third round of 
this year’s tournament when 
he gave up his shot and 
passed to William Buford.

“He had a hot hand and 
he caught (the ball) in the 
corner and he had a good 
shot and he kicked it to Will 
for a wide-open shot,” Matta 
said. “I kind of said to my-
self, ‘He’s arrived, he under-
stands.’”

Of course, Thomas had 
just one assist in that 73-66 
win.

“I always joke with Will,” 
Thomas said, “that one as-
sist I have a game will be to 
him, and it would be a game 
changer.”

But he said it hasn’t been 
that difficult giving the ball 
up more, especially when 
he sees teammate Jared 
Sullinger pass it from inside 
while being double-teamed.

“I’ll be like, ‘I want to do 
that. I want to pass the ball. 
Let me see who can make the 
shot. I want to get an assist,’” 
Thomas said with a smile, 
“and it will be to Will.”

FAMILIAR FACE: As 
Ohio State made its run to 
the regional final, a lot of 
people saw a man in a suit 
on the Buckeyes bench and 
thought he looked familiar.

Ohio State’s video co-
ordinator is Greg Paulus, 
Duke’s point guard from 
2006-09 and Syracuse’s 
quarterback — the foot-
ball kind — as he pursued 
a Master’s degree in 
2009. After one season 
as an assistant basketball 
coach at Navy, Paulus 
joined Thad Matta’s staff 
at Ohio State. 

Matta recruited Pau-
lus out of high school 
when he was coaching at 
Xavier.

Buckeyes forward Thomas loves to shoot

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Ohio State forward Deshaun 
Thomas gets fired up in the 
first half of the Buckeyes’ 81-
66 regional semifinal defeat 
of Cincinnati on Thursday in 
Boston.

EDDIE PELLS
Associated Press

PHOENIX | Billy Dono-
van knew a bad idea when 
he heard one.

Put on this cowboy hat 
and these spurs and we’ll 
take a picture of you, his 
coach told him. Maybe 
we’ll even put it on the 
front of the team program.

“I was not happy about 
doing that,” Donovan said.

Rick Pitino rarely steered 
him wrong, though. A 
quarter-century since that 
fateful photo, “Billy The 
Kid” has become a cham-
pionship coach with a leg-
acy, and the guy who made 
him dress up that day isn’t 
doing so bad himself.

On Saturday, they meet 
on opposite sides of the 
court — Pitino trying to 
make his sixth trip to the 
Final Four and second at 
Louisville and Donovan 
going for a fourth Final 
Four with the Florida Ga-
tors.

Pitino is 6-0 in the 
head-to-head matchups, 

almost all those results 
explained because he had 
the better talent when the 
two met. None, however, 
have come with the stakes 
this high or the emotions 
so mixed.

“Not only did we have 
success together, but we 
really, truly love each 
other,” Pitino said. “Billy is 
like a son to me.”

So much of the relation-
ship between coach and 
pupil has been document-
ed over the years — every 
time there’s an anniversary 
and, especially, as Dono-
van’s stature rose with his 
two national titles. After 
the first one, Donovan cel-
ebrated by waving Pitino 
down onto the court.

“I started crying,” Pitino 
said. “I felt better about 
him winning it than when 
I won it.”

Nearly two decades 
before that, Donovan was 
the overweight guard, a 
marginal Big East player, 
and Pitino was fresh on the 
scene at Providence — a 
school that had been last or 

next-to-last in the confer-
ence in every season since 
its inception in 1979.

Having trouble getting 
off the bench before Pitino 
arrived, Donovan told his 
new coach he was consid-
ering transferring. Pitino 
looked into it and couldn’t 
get a sniff but didn’t want 
to break that news to Don-
ovan. But instead of giving 
up on the player, Pitino 
urged him to get in shape. 
As luck had it, the 3-point 
line was being introduced 
to college basketball, and 
while many coaches were 
fighting the new trend, Pi-
tino was embracing it.

A few months later, the 
Friars were on their im-
probable run to the Final 
Four, and Donovan had 
learned his first lesson 
about how to build a pro-
gram.

“I realized, because I ex-
perienced it, how impor-
tant it was to raise a play-
er’s self-esteem,” Donovan 
said. “My self-esteem was 
obviously very, very low 
when he came in there. I 

was sitting on the bench. 
And I think that belief and 
commitment by a coach 
in a player can really take a 
player to a different level.”

Given his size, among 
other issues, Donovan’s 
star turn at Providence 
didn’t make him NBA ma-
terial for long. 

After an un-noteworthy 
season with the New York 
Knicks, he took a job on 
Wall Street. Not a good fit. 
“It just was not for me at 
all,” he said.

At first, Pitino urged him 
not to quit but later saw 
how miserable he was and 
hired him on as a graduate 
assistant at Kentucky. The 
rest, they might say, is his-
tory, except both coaches 
are still making it.

This has been a season 
of ups and downs for the 
Cardinals, who rose as high 
as fourth in The Associated 
Press poll in December but 
impressed nobody dur-
ing a 10-8 Big East regular 
season.

“That experience in 
1987 always allowed me to 

dream,” Pitino said. “I’ve 
always dreamed we could 
get here, one game away 
from the Final Four. I never 
thought we were out of it. 
I’ve never stopped dream-
ing because of what that 
team did.”

Pitino has a versatile 
team with no real super-
star. Center Gorgui Dieng, 
out of Senegal, averages 
nine points, nine rebounds 
and more than four blocks 
a game. He blocked seven 
in Louisville’s 57-44 win 
over Michigan State on 
Thursday. Point guard 
Peyton Siva averages 5.5 
assists a game and is Pi-
tino’s coach on the floor.

Donovan is in his 16th 
year with the Gators and is 
back on an upward swing 
after a few down years 
following the titles. His 
most talented player this 
season is freshman Bradley 
Beal, who scored 21 points 
Thursday in the win over 
Marquette that moved the 
Gators to this point.

“He didn’t guarantee 
me anything when I came 

in,” said Beal, a national 
high school player of the 
year. “That’s really what 
drew me into this school 
and this program is that he 
really didn’t guarantee me 
anything, and I had to work 
for it all.”

Donovan learned that 
part — the part about not 
anointing players before 
they even put on a uniform 
— from Pitino, as well.

And as much as the up-
and-down style, the pres-
sure defense and the reli-
ance on the 3-pointer that 
Pitino has always taught, 
Donovan says he’s learned 
about the commitment it 
takes for a coach to con-
nect with a player.

“I tell everybody I hire 
that I’m not hiring an as-
sistant coach; I’m hiring 
a future head coach, and 
I expect them to act like a 
head coach,” Pitino said. 
“I expect them to be un-
der the same pressure I’m 
under, where they drive 
themselves to the same 
limits. Billy was no differ-
ent.”

Donovan, Pitino meet with Final Four trip on line
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Louisville coach Rick Pitino reacts during the first half of the Cardinals’ defeat of Michigan State on Thursday in Phoenix.


