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  The Lexington-Fayette Health Department 
has a sign banning firearms from its building. 
The public library has a sign on its doors, ban-
ning concealed weapons. And Lextran, Lex-
ington’s public transit authority, has signs that 
ban firearms from its buses and its property.

But o fficials with the three agencies say 
they are taking a closer look at a recent revi-
sion to state law to see whether posting the 
signs  violates the law.

Whether all health departments, libraries 
and transit authorities in Kentucky  may no 
longer regulate firearms as a result of the revi-
sion is not an easy matter to address, because 
there’s no “blanket answer,” said Lexington 
 lawyer Christopher Hunt, who specializes in 
gun-related cases.

The revision, which went into effect last 
month, was made to beef up a Kentucky law 
prohibiting a city, county or  merged govern-
ment from regulating firearms. It extended 
the reach of the old law to include more types 

of local governments and local government 
agencies, including Louisville’s consolidated 
local government, that  are barred from regu-
lating firearms.

Newly added types of government that  may 
not regulate firearms include charter, county 
and consolidated local governments; special 
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FRANKFORT — In the af-
termath of the tragedy at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in 
Connecticut, a trio of liberal 
Kentucky lawmakers unveiled 
a wide-ranging gun control bill 
Thursday.

The measure, among other 
things, would repeal a  state law 
that bars local governments from 
regulating guns. It also would 
prohibit guns on college campus-
es and require background checks 

for private gun sales to close the 
so-called “gun-show loophole.”

It is competing against several 
pro-gun measures that already 
have been introduced in this 
year’s General Assembly. They 
include House Bill 168, spon-
sored by Rep. Bob Damron, D-
Nicholasville, which states that 
Kentucky would not recognize 
federal statutes and regulations 
that deny or abridge the right to 
keep and bear arms.

Damron said the bill is similar 
to legislation being approved in 

other states.
“While the federal government 

probably could override it, we 
want to put the Kentucky legisla-
ture on record that it is for the 
Second Amendment,” he said.

The gun-control measure was 
unveiled in a Capitol news con-

ference that attracted about 50 
proponents. Some wore shirts 
that carried the names of gun 
victims.

“A growing number of people 
are seeking sensible changes to 
keep children safe and protect cit-
izens in light of the mass murder 
of schoolchildren in Newtown, 
Conn.,” said Rep. Jim Wayne, D-
Louisville.

He was joined by Rep. Mary 
Lou Marzian, D-Louisville, and 
Sen. Kathy Stein, D-Lexington. 
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New gun legislation would empower localities

By Jack Brammer
jbrammer@herald-leader.com 2013 

General 
Assembly

WHAT’S THE BOTTOM LINE?
State and local governments are generally prohibited 
from regulating the open carry of deadly weapons. 
This has always been the law, and has not changed 
recently, through HB 500 or any other law. The state 
can make, and has made, laws governing regulation 
of concealed weapons. Cities are generally prohibited 
from regulating concealed weapons as well as openly 
carried weapons, except as described above. HB 500 
simply broadens the coverage of this prohibition on 
local gun control and establishes clear penalties for 
violating the law.

SOURCE: KLC.ORG/NEWS/2006/UPDATE_ON_GUN_
CONTROL_LAWS

See COLLEGES, A12

A Pikeville lawmaker wants to cement and 
expand a pilot scholarship program aimed at 
boosting college-going rates in Eastern Ken-

tucky. 
Democratic Rep. Les-

lie Combs has filed a bill 
that would make per-
manent the nine-county 
program — created last 
year through an execu-
tive order by Gov. Steve 

Beshear — and spread it to all 34 coal-pro-
ducing counties, including eight in Western 
Kentucky. 

The program would continue to use coal 
severance tax dollars to provide scholarships 
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WASHINGTON — The confirmation hear-
ing Thursday of presidential counterterror-
ism adviser John Brennan to be CIA director 
reopened debate on controversies that have 
dogged the country for more than a decade, 

ranging from the Obama ad-
ministration’s embrace of tar-
geted killings to the George 
W. Bush administration’s ap-
proval of so-called enhanced 
interrogation methods for ter-
rorist suspects.

Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee members complained 
that CIA directors for the 
past decade and the Obama 
administration more recently 
had failed to fully cooperate 
with Congress’s efforts to 
oversee the country’s intelli-

gence community.
The issues were a review of the some of the 

most controversial events of the last two pres-
idential administrations, from a still-classified 
CIA document that debunked reports that one 
of the 9/11 hijackers had met with an agent of 
Iraq’s Saddam Hussein to the current White 
House’s slowness to turn over documents in 
connection to the Benghazi consulate attack 
that killed the U.S. ambassador to Libya and 
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John Brennan
has been nomi-
nated to be the 
next director of 

the CIA.

UK women win in overtime
Sports, B1: Wildcats defeat Arkansas Razorbacks 80-74

Making UK football great
Mark Story, B1: New staff is putting the pieces in place for possible success
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Craft beers coming out of more Lexington taps Weekender

so here’s

$25 for $50 towards any
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SaintJosephBreastCenter.org

When choosing your source for breast
care services, you need a place that
understands you’re more than just a
name. Saint Joseph Breast Center
offers experienced physicians,
all-female compassionate staff,
and the latest technology. Kimberly Stigers, MDMargaret O’Neill Brown, MD Marta Kenney, MD

Experienced Breast Care with Dignity
4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Saint Joseph East Medical Office Building
160 N. Eagle Creek Dr., Suite 101, Lexington
Digital Mammography, Ultrasound, MRI,
Breast Biopsies & Bone Densitometry
APPOINTMENTS: 859.967.5613

Saint Joseph Office Park
1401 Harrodsburg Rd., Suite C-45, Lexington
Digital Screening Mammography
APPOINTMENTS: 859.967.5613

Saint Joseph Outpatient Care Center
1099 Duval Street, Suite 150, Lexington
Digital Screening Mammography
APPOINTMENTS: 859.313.3554

Saint Joseph Berea
305 Estill Street, Berea
Screening Mammography & Bone Densitometry
APPOINTMENTS: 859.986.6587

Digital Mammography Available April 2013 at Saint Joseph Jessamine


