
While Plumlee understands the
prescription pill epidemic spread-
ing across the country, he is con-
cerned that a new state law target-
ing prescription drug abuse and all
of the preceding talk about pain
pills could have broader implica-
tions for pain sufferers if doctors
are afraid to prescribe pain med-
ication.

Some 82 people a month die in
Kentucky from drug overdoses.

On Tuesday, Gov. Steve
Beshear signed House Bill 1, also
referred to as the “pill mill bill,”
into law. The new legislation reg-
ulates the ownership and opera-
tion of pain clinics, a move that
physicians and law enforcement
officers applaud. The law also
requires that all prescription
providers who prescribe Schedule
II and Schedule III drugs, such as
narcotic painkillers, register and
use the Kentucky All Schedule
Prescription Electronic Reporting,
or KASPER, system, a prescrip-
tion monitoring program, by July
19. The law also gives prosecutors
engaged in drug investigations
authorization to request a
KASPER report, and the legisla-
tion allows for interstate data
sharing.

“I think the KASPER thing is
really dangerous,” Plumlee said.
“I know a lot of people are for it. I
feel like it’s an infringement on
privacy.”

Plumlee fears that doctors will
shy away from writing prescrip-
tions for pain medication and that

others will suffer like he did last
year.

After two weeks of constant
pain following his eye surgery,
Plumlee returned to his surgeon,
who discovered that the eye drops
prescribed to him caused an aller-
gic reaction that resulted in
scratches to his already delicate
cornea. At that point, his surgeon
also realized that in addition to the
allergic reaction, Plumlee’s eye-
ball had a tear in it that required
immediate surgery.

This time, his surgeon sent him
home with pain medication.

“I just think it could easily be
abused like all laws, and people
who are innocent might be victim-
ized and not get the pain medica-
tion when they a really need it,”
Plumlee said about the legislation.

“I get upset at these people who
abuse the system,” he said about
addicts. “These people make it
hard for people who are really in
pain.”

Dr. Jerome Dixon, a board-cer-
tified osteopathic family physi-
cian in Campbellsville, and Dr.
Bart Spurlin, director of the emer-
gency room at The Medical Cen-
ter, both agree that the new law
restricting pain clinic ownership
to licensed physicians is a good
idea.

Both physicians were also
pleased that the Cabinet for
Health and Family Services will
continue to oversee the KASPER
program. At one point before the
bill’s passage, many Kentucky

lawmakers wanted to move over-
sight of KASPER to the Kentucky
attorney general’s office, an idea
that was unpopular in the medical
community.

“In the last few months when
all this was going down, I had two
physicians say, ‘If this gets moved
to the attorney general’s office,
I’m not going to write any con-
trolled substances.’ That is pretty
drastic to people like me who are
involved in medical organiza-
tions,” said Dixon, a member of
the American Osteopathic Associ-
ation and the Kentucky Osteo-
pathic Medical Association.

“When you have membership
of your organization say they are
not going to do anything because
of fear, that’s concerning to the
medical profession,” Dixon said.

While many physicians were
critical of the original plan to
move KASPER oversight to a law
enforcement agency, the legisla-
tion in its final form is “overall a
good bill,” Dixon said.

“I think if overzealous use of
KASPER by law enforcement is
perpetuated by this bill, it will
send a fear through the medical
profession and have physicians
back away from prescribing
appropriate pain management to
their patients,” Dixon said. “If
judicious, targeted use of
KASPER is used by law enforce-
ment, I feel it will be a great pub-
lic health service.

“That’s the fear of the unknown
right now because we don’t know

how they are going to use it,” he
said.

Part of the new law requires
licensing boards to issue regula-
tions including mandatory pre-
scribing standards and continuing
medical education in addiction
and pain management.

“At first glance, I suppose it all

sounds appropriate to me,”
Spurlin said.

Having those standards in place
will allow doctors a clear under-
standing of acceptable practices,
Dixon said. Hopefully, with prop-
er education, doctors will not be
fearful of prescribing pain med-
ication, he said. Many of his

elderly patients require pain med-
ication to keep moving.

“Life is motion and motion is
life. ... Keeping the elderly mobile
keeps them healthy, and some-
times you need pain management
to do that. It’s not just about pain
freedom. It’s about functionality,”
Dixon said.
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The deputies who work the two walk-through metal
detectors and an X-ray scanner at the justice center’s
main entrance see hundreds of people file through each
day.

They also carry metal detecting wands in an effort to
look for anything that could be used as a deadly weapon.

Two sizable cardboard boxes in Hargis’ office are filled
with items that deputies have collected from visitors in the
past six months – pocketknives, nail files, corkscrews,
rounds of ammunition, the occasional piece of silverware,
a packet of firecrackers.

In most cases, these items are not carried into the justice
center by people intending to use them as weapons, Har-
gis said, and many people carry them without being aware
that law enforcement considers them to be a danger.

A bank of lockers next to the metal detectors is used to
store pocketknives and other contraband until their own-
ers leave the justice center.

“If we find it’s not an illegal weapon, we will just
secure it while they go about their business,” Hargis said.
“They may use it for a legitimate purpose, but it’s just not
good to have in our environment.”

In addition to the detecting equipment, Hargis said
deputies observe people as they approach the detectors,
keeping an eye on suspicious mannerisms or bulges in
clothing.

If a firearm is detected on a person entering the justice
center, Hargis said deputies will verify whether the person
has a permit to carry the weapon. If the person has a per-
mit, deputies will ask the person to return the firearm to
his or her vehicle and secure it before returning.

Most of the items in the boxes were left behind by visi-
tors who either did not want them anymore or simply forgot
about them, Hargis said. Deputies dispose of the unclaimed
items every six months.

Hargis recommends that people who enter the justice
center be mindful of what they are carrying when they
approach the metal detectors and deputies.

A drawer contains more dangerous items that have
become evidence in criminal cases after deputies confis-
cated them. Individually bagged items with incident
reports attached to them contain contraband such as
switchblades, a pencil torch, brass knuckles and a can of
Mace.

“That’s a good item for them to have on the street,”
Hargis said of the Mace. “But that’s a concern for us here.”

Two separate bags contain throwing stars, one of which
was attached to a chain that had been on a person’s belt,
Hargis said.

“There’s no legitimate purpose for anyone having that
here,” Hargis said of one of the stars. “I nicked myself just
examining it.”
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Above: Melva Pescor
of Bowling Green, a court
security officer, looks Friday
at X-ray images of items
entering the Warren County
Justice Center.
Left: Confiscated ammunition
and fireworks are collected at
the Warren County Justice
Center. The items
will eventually be destroyed.
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