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Company’s pledge to use
humanely produced eggs
and pork could have large
impact on supply business
By TRACIE CONE
The Associated Press

In a boost to animal welfare activists
looking to get livestock out of cramped
cages, Burger King will be the first
major U.S. fast-food chain to give all of
its chickens and pigs some room to
roam.

Last week, the world’s second-biggest
burger chain pledged that all of its eggs
and pork will come from cage-free
chickens and pigs by 2017, hoping to
satisfy rising consumer demand for
humanely produced fare and increase its
sales in the process. 

Other companies have made similar but
less broad announcements this year, part
of an industrywide shift to consider ani-
mal welfare when buying food supplies.

“Even if you’re buying a burger, you
want to buy it from someone you like
and respect,” said food industry analyst
Phil Lempert, who writes a daily indus-
try newsletter. “It’s proven that con-
sumers are willing to pay a little bit more
for fairness, whether it’s to humans or
animals.”

Conventionally raised eggs come
from hens confined in “battery cages,”
which give them roughly the same space
as a sheet of standard notebook paper.
Most pork comes from sows confined
during their four-month pregnancies in
narrow crates.

The hens would still be housed in a
barn, but they have room to move and
perches and nesting boxes. Sows are
also held indoors, but they would not be
confined in the cramped crates while
they are pregnant.

Egg and pork producers have argued
that easing confinement standards for
animals raises production costs and
makes those who adjust their practices
less competitive. 

Animal welfare groups applauded
Burger King’s decision.

“So many tens of thousands of ani-
mals will now be in better living condi-
tions,” said Wayne Pacelle, president of
the Humane Society of the United
States, which has been pushing Burger
King and other companies to adopt sim-
ilar policies. “Numerically, this is signif-
icant because Burger King is such a big
purchaser of these products.”

Burger King uses hundreds of millions
of eggs and tens of millions of pounds of
pork annually, and its decision could be a
game-changing move in the supply busi-
ness as a huge new market opens up for
humanely raised food animals.

Already 9 percent of the company’s
eggs and 20 percent of the pork served at
its 7,200 restaurants are cage-free. 

The Miami-based company has been
steadily increasing its use of the eggs
and pork as the industry has become bet-
ter able to meet demand, said Jonathan
Fitzpatrick, chief brand and operations
officer. Fitzpatrick said the decision is
part of the company’s social responsibil-
ity policy. 

In recent months, other companies
have announced similar policies.

Chipotle, with just over 1,200 restau-
rants, made a splash during the Grammy
Awards in February with its viral com-
mercial detailing the company’s com-
mitment to humane treatment of animals
and healthy food. After the commercial
created so much buzz, other companies
were quick to announce new policies,
Lempert said.

“Everyone wanted to say: ‘We all
have good intentions,’ ” he said. 

So far this year, McDonald’s and
Wendy’s said they asked their pork sup-
pliers to outline plans for the elimination
of gestation crates, but didn’t set a
timetable. Also, Smithfield Farms and
Hormel committed to ending the use of
crates by 2017.

Wal-Mart and Costco have shifted
their private-label eggs to 100 percent
cage-free. Unilever, which uses 350 mil-
lion eggs a year in its Hellmann’s may-
onnaise brand, is switching to 100 per-
cent cage-free. Others, such as chain
restaurants Sonic, Subway and Ruby

Tuesday and manufacturers such as
Kraft Food and ConAgra Foods, are
incorporating some percentage of cage-
free eggs in their products. 

“This is an issue that just four to five
months ago was not on the food indus-
try’s radar,” said Paul Shapiro, the
Humane Society’s vice president for
farm animal protection. “Now it’s firmly
cemented into the mainstream in a way
that I think few people would have
imagined.”

But the United States is still far
behind the European Union, where, for
example, 100 percent of the eggs that
McDonald’s uses are from free-range
chickens, which are allowed to roam
outside. Laws governing farm animal
welfare are more strict in the EU and
give the animals more freedom to roam. 

The egg industry’s largest trade asso-
ciation, the United Egg Producers, has
teamed up with the Humane Society in
seeking federal legislation this year that
would double the size of the battery
cages in which 90 percent of the nation’s
280 million laying hens are confined.
And last month, the pork industry’s trade
magazine noted that public opinion is
evolving and “on the issue of gestation-
sow stalls, at least, it’s increasingly
apparent that you will lose the battle.”

HSUS has been pushing for more
than a decade for large-scale purchasers
of animal products to ensure that they

are raised humanely. The organization
owns stock in 52 companies so that it
can attend shareholder meetings and
submit proposals for improved animal
welfare policy. It also has used under-
cover operations to show the conditions
some food animals endure.

In 2007, Burger King became the first
major fast-food chain to incorporate ani-
mal welfare into its purchasing policies
when it began getting at least some of its
pork and eggs from cage-free suppliers.

While some companies responded to
consumer demand by incorporating
some cage-free eggs into their orders,
the landslide passage in 2008 of Califor-
nia’s Proposition 2, which will ban
chicken cages and gestation crates by
2015, caused buyers and suppliers
nationwide to take notice.

Since then, studies have shown that
shoppers are willing to pay more for
products they believe are produced to
higher animal protection standards.
Some estimates show raising hens cage-
free adds 1 cent to the cost of each egg.
It’s unclear how much more it will cost
to raise pork outside gestation cages.

“Our attitude is our producers believe
in consumer choice and, if that’s what
their consumers want to buy, they’ll pro-
duce cage-free eggs for the marketplace
provided the customer is willing to pay
the additional cost,” said Gene Gregory,
president of the United Egg Producers.
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Burger King, the world’s second-biggest fast-food chain, announced last week that all of its eggs and pork will come from
cage-free chickens and pigs by 2017. Burger King uses hundreds of millions of eggs and tens of millions of pounds of pork
annually, and its decision could be a game-changing move in the supply business.

Burger King makes cage-free promise

PRECIPITATION (inches)
As of 10 p.m.: 0.03
Total for month: 3.05
Avg. for month: 3.99
Total for year: 13.57
Avg. for year to date: 17.11 

SUNRISE/SUNSET
Sunset today: 7:33 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow: 5:53 a.m.
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TEMPERATURES
Yesterday’s high: 85  
Yesterday’s low: 54
High/low for year: 85/16
Record high: 90 in 1906
Record low: 33 in 1961 

WEATHER CONDITIONS
Kentucky travel: 511
Tennessee travel: 800-342-3258
Weather radio: 162.400 FM
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ON THE MONEY
THE DOW LAST WEEK

The unsettled weather pattern continues today with more
scattered showers and thunderstorms. Southcentral Kentucky is
under a slight risk for severe weather, with hail and damaging
winds possible. On Monday, temperatures will climb to around 85
with more pop-up showers likely through the day. On Tuesday,
expect mostly cloudy skies, showers and thunderstorms, and a
high of 84. Pop-up showers are likely all week while highs will
remain in the mid-80s.

Get the latest weather at 4:56, 5:56 and 10 p.m. on your local link, WNKY.

MORNING UPDATE

Want weather updates on your mobile phone? Visit bgdailynews.com/mobile.html

TODAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

84 | 58
Scattered storms.

85 | 64
Isolated showers.

84 | 66
Showers and storms.

86 | 67
Partly sunny.

85 | 65
Isolated showers.

RIVER & LAKE STAGES
Level  /  Pool

Barren River BG
5.61 ft.   28 ft.

Green River Woodbury
8.80 ft.   33 ft.

Barren River Reservoir
541.46 ft.  552 ft.

Nolin Lake Reservoir
506.41 ft.  515 ft.

STATE HIGHS & LOWS
Fort Campbell: 82/54
Fort Knox: 81/51
Frankfort: 77/48
Lexington: 77/48
London: 82/53
Louisville: 81/51
Owensboro: 82/55
Paducah: 83/54
Highs and lows from 
past 18 hours, as of 7 p.m.

Today is the 120th day of 2012.
There are 246 days left in the year. 

In 1861, the Maryland House of
Delegates voted 53-13 against
seceding from the Union. In Mont-
gomery, Ala., President Jefferson
Davis asked the Confederate Con-
gress for the authority to wage war.

In 1945, during World War II,
U.S. soldiers liberated the Dachau
concentration camp. Adolf Hitler
married Eva Braun and designat-
ed Adm. Karl Doenitz president.

In 1946, 28 former Japanese
officials went on trial in Tokyo as
war criminals; seven ended up
being sentenced to death.

In 1961, “ABC’s Wide World
of Sports” premiered, with Jim
McKay as host.

In 1974, President Richard M.
Nixon announced he was releas-
ing edited transcripts of some
secretly made White House tape
recordings related to Watergate.

In 1992, rioting erupted in Los
Angeles after a jury in Simi Val-
ley, Calif., acquitted four Los
Angeles police officers of almost
all state charges in the videotaped
beating of Rodney King; the vio-
lence resulted in 55 deaths and
more than $1 billion in damage. 

Today’s birthdays: Actress
Celeste Holm is 95. Actor Keith
Baxter is 79. Bluesman Otis Rush
is 78. Pop singer Bob Miranda (The
Happenings) is 70. Country singer
Duane Allen (The Oak Ridge
Boys) is 69. Singer Tommy James
is 65. Country musician Wayne
Secrest (Confederate Railroad) is
62. Comedian Jerry Seinfeld is 58.
Actor Leslie Jordan is 57. Actor
Daniel Day-Lewis is 55. Actress
Michelle Pfeiffer is 54. Actress Eve
Plumb is 54. Singer Carnie Wilson
(Wilson Phillips) is 44. Actress
Uma Thurman is 42. Tennis player
Andre Agassi is 42. Rapper Master
P is 42. Actor Tyler Labine is 34.
Actress-model Taylor Cole is 28.
Actor Zane Carney is 27. 

— The Associated Press
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