
Karen Swiney of Bowling Green,
a guidance counselor at Bowling
Green High School, speaks with

a student Wednesday. “I think
we’re at a better advantage

to get information out to kids
about scholarships and things

just because of the technology
that we have now,” she said.
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Tyler Cummings, 15, of Bowling Green, looks
at various items for sale Saturday during the
city of Bowling Green auction at the city
garage on Raven Street.
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KENTUCKY LOTTERY

 Member Lease payments of $328.00 for 30 months based on MSRP of 
 $40,145.00. $2,000 down payment. Excludes tax, title, license and 

 registration fees. Program available to qualified customers. Subject to 
 credit approval. See participating dealer for details.

 325 Three Springs Rd • 270.745.0001
 BMW  Of Bowling Green A Force of Nature In Any Weather

 2011 328i xDrive Sedan
 Only  $ 328/month *
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bargains 
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Grayson County couple Joseph Likins and
Louise Meredith loaded up their truck Saturday
with an air ride tractor seat, a car jack and other
items he’d won during the city of Bowling
Green’s auction.

“The Bowling Green Fire Department guy
asked if I needed help bringing it up,” Likins
said as he took a break next to his vehicle. “I
asked him if they would let me back my truck
up in here, and he said yeah.”

It was Likins’ third time to attend a city of
Bowling Green auction. While Likins said he
just looks around to see what he likes, Meredith
said it doesn’t quite work that way. “We look
(the list of items) over before we get here,” she
said, laughing.

Held in the city’s garage on Raven Street, the
auction was designed to get rid of surplus city
property. Most of the money from the sale will
be returned to the city’s general fund, and
money raised from the sale of bicycles will go
to Crime Stoppers. Items for sale included bicy-
cles, recliners, office chairs, computers, wash-
ing machines, jewelry, televisions and other
items.

There were even two firetrucks scheduled to
be on the auction block. Isaiah Smith, 7, looked
at them carefully, his face filled with awe. His
grandfather, Ed Arney, stood next to him.

“It’s so cool and big and red and shiny!” Isa-
iah said. “I’ve always been a fan of firetrucks.”

Arney said he has lived in Bowling Green
only a couple of years, saw an advertisement
for the sale and decided to go. “We’re going to
look at buying a computer and office furniture,”
he said.

Stewart Dye of Oakland perused the section
that featured bicycles, tires and mowers.
Although he has been to the auction before, he
wasn’t sure if he was going to buy anything this
time. “I thought I’d come out and see what they
had,” he said.
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When Bowling Green musician and
glaucoma patient Mitchell Plumlee
underwent eye surgery last year, he

says he writhed in pain for two weeks
because his surgeon didn’t send him
home with prescription pain medica-
tion.

Within hours after his surgery,
Plumlee sought pain treatment at an

emergency room. He repeatedly
asked his surgeon for pain medica-
tion that he did not receive. His sur-
geon told him that most people who
have eye surgery don’t need prescrip-
tion pain medication. At the end of
two weeks, his pain became so bad
that he was unable to open his right
eye.

“I thought about killing myself,”
said Plumlee, 56. “I kept thinking ‘I
don’t know how many more days I
can go on like this.’ I was just sitting
there with my head buried in my
hands. It made me sympathetic to peo-
ple who live in chronic pain.”

Officers detect visitors’ weapons of choice
WARREN COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER

By JUSTIN STORY
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jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

In an office near the entrance of the
Warren County Justice Center, Maj. Randy
Hargis of the Warren County Sheriff’s
Office held an evidence bag containing a

switchblade knife.
Hargis, head of court security, said the

knife was confiscated recently from a
woman who tried to carry it into the jus-
tice center. Authorities charged the
woman with carrying a concealed deadly
weapon.

Her purpose for visiting the justice cen-
ter? She had a court date on another charge
of carrying a concealed deadly weapon.

Maj. Randy Hargis holds a confiscated
pair of brass knuckles Friday
at the Warren County Justice Center.
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Chronic pain sufferers ‘might be victimized’

School counselors play key role in kids’ futures

See PLUMLEE, 7A

chool guidance counselors wear many hats, from
helping students with personal issues to scheduling
their classes.

One of their roles has become more important
than ever: preparing students to be ready for life after high

school, which increasingly means college.
More Kentucky students than ever are getting some

form of higher education. More than 63 percent of the
state’s public high school class of 2010 enrolled in college
of some kind, which is the highest percentage on record,
according to data released by the Kentucky P-20 Data Col-
laborative.

See SCHOOL, 12ASee PARKS, 12A


