
By Teri Schlichenmeyer

It was a wonderful trip—
and you never went any-
where.
All you had to do was hear

that song and you saw your-
self dancing with your sweet-
heart. Five opening notes
and you were in your first
new car, ready to cruise Main
Street. Ten seconds, and
lyrics flooded your mind
along with remembrances of
what you were doing when
you first heard that song.
Funny how something that

enters your ears can send
your heart to another place.
For author and songstress

Loretta Lynn, those lyrics are
a journal of her life as well as
a means for memory. In her
new book “Honky Tonk Girl:
My Life in Lyrics,” she ex-
plains.
The very first lyric Loretta

Lynn ever put to paper hap-
pened on a day when she
went fishing with her hus-
band, Doo. She says she does-
n’t remember why she
started writing, but she was
shocked as the words poured
out.
For 50 years, Lynn has put

her heart and her thoughts
into her lyrics. Whatever she
feels, she writes. What she
sees is what she sings –
beauty, happiness, sadness,
and everything in between.
Lynn wrote songs about pa-

triotism (when Doo asked
her to do so) and Christmas
(for a holiday album). She
wrote “Honky Tonk Girl” be-
cause she saw heartbreak in
a fragile barfly. She wrote
songs in response to what
others were doing, and in re-
sponse to her own previous
hit songs.
In her early days, when she

was just starting out in the
biz, Lynn’s career was only a
dream. Just after she
recorded “Honky Tonk Girl,”
she met Doyle Wilburn, who
nurtured her and her music,
and became a mentor and

lyrics collaborator. Over the
years, there were other co-
writers for Lynn’s hits, as
well as performers she sang
with and by which she’s still
awed.
Lynn writes about how

stage-struck she was by
Ernest Tubb, and how Patsy
Cline’s death affected her.
She explains how her family
(especially her sisters) have
influenced her shows, and
how her younger sibling,
Crystal Gayle, got her start.
And with great glee, Lynn
writes about getting her
rock-star on, winning
Grammy Awards with a most
unlikely singing partner.
Reading “Honky Tonk Girl”

is a little like stepping into a
place that’s warm, welcom-
ing, and gracious. Maybe
that’s because author Loretta
Lynn presents all those

things in what she’s written
here, words and lyrics both.
There’s a lot to like about

this book, starting with the
fact that you’ll be humming
old favorites as you read.
Long-time fans will love see-
ing the personal photos that
Lynn shares in this book,
while new fans will appreci-
ate reading a story they
might not know. I was also
surprised to be reminded (vi-
sually and audibly, once I
went web-surfing for music)
that there was a time when
major hits were minor in
length.
Without a doubt, this book

is a treasure-trove for fans of
all ages. If you grew up with
(or always loved) that Coal
Miner’s daughter, then
“Honky Tonk Girl” is an ex-
cellent trip down Memory
Lane.
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MONDAY, APRIL 9

—Conkwright Middle
School cheerleading
parent meeting/cheer
clinic, 6-8 p.m. For fifth,
sixth and seventh grade
students.
— Winchester-Clark

County Parks and Recre-
ation swimming clinic,
6:45-8 p.m., every Mon-
day and Wednesday
through May 16, for all
age groups and abilities.
Call 744-9554 for more
information.
— Pink Ribbon Part-

ners meeting, 6 p.m., El
Camino Real, for women
currently undergoing
treatment for cancer, or
cancer survivors.

TUESDAY, APRIL 10

—Free AARP tax
preparation, Central
Baptist Church Annex,
10 a.m.-3 p.m.
— Hannah McClure

Elementary School-
based Decision-making
Council meeting, 4:30
p.m., at the school.
There will be a joint
PTO and Title I parent
involvement meeting at
6 p.m., following the
SBDM meeting.
— Conkwright Middle

School cheer clinic, 6-8
p.m.
— Celebrate Recov-

ery, 7 p.m., Calvary
Christian Church, 15
Redwing Drive, entrance
C. A program based on
the 12 steps and the
eight Beatitudes for any
hurt, habit or hang-up
with support for family
members, as well as Cel-
ebration Station for kids
and The Landing for
teens. For more infor-
mation, call Dickie at
744-0817. Meetings are
every Tuesday.
— Community blood

drive, Palmer Engineer-
ing, 400 Shoppers Drive,
10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 11

—Conkwright Middle
School cheer clinic, 4-6
p.m.
— Winchester-Clark

County Parks and Recre-
ation swimming clinic,
6:45-8 p.m., every Mon-
day and Wednesday
through May 16, for all
age groups and abilities.
Call 744-9554 for more
information.
— Community blood

drive, Clark County Pub-
lic Library, 370 S. Burns
Ave., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

THURSDAY,
APRIL 12

—Conkwright Middle
School cheer clinic, 6-8
p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 13

—Conkwright Middle
School cheerleading try-
out/evaluations, 6-9 p.m.
A current sports physi-
cal required prior to try-
outs. Gymnastics are not
required. For more in-
formation, contact Kim
Ritchie at 771-5566 or
Treva Parks at (859)
333-4643.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14

—Democratic county
convention, open to all
Democrats of Clark
County, 10 a.m., Clark
County Extension Office,
1400 Fortune Drive.
Clark County Demo-
cratic Executive Com-
mittee members will be
elected, and delegates
for the Kentucky Demo-
cratic Party state con-
vention on June 2 will
be elected, too. Contact
Karen Ward, 771-4810,
for more information.

Appraisal Fair
Sunday-April 15, 2012 • 12:30 until 5:00 PM

Bluegrass Heritage Museum
217 South Main Street-Winchester, KY

(859)745-1358

Consult with appraisers on art, furniture, silver, glassware, 
and textiles.  Nothing larger than you can carry please.

Appraisals available at a cost
of $5.00 for every two items.

Refreshments will be served. Handicapped accessible.

Sponsored by 
Winchester First
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Winter refused to release its
grip on Central Kentucky over
the weekend as a surprisingly
intense spring snowstorm
combined with high winds to
create dangerous driving con-
ditions late Saturday and early
Sunday. The late-season storm,
part of a massive belt of snow
that buried parts of Eastern
Kentucky with as much as 30

inches of snow, spared Clark
County such a fate, but still
managed to dump about 6
inches of heavy, wet snow lo-
cally.

Plans are being finalized
for the Clark County Hospi-
tal’s participation in Na-
tional Hospital Week May
11-16. According to Denise
Ockerman, coordinator of
events at the hospital, spe-

cial events have been sched-
uled May 11-15 and the
week’s activities will be high-
lighted with a Health Fair at
College Park on Saturday.
The Health Fair will include
a Fun-Run-Walk at 8:30 a.m.

Martha Boyd was elected
president of the Little
Women Homemakers Club
meeting April 3 at the home
of Norma Collins.

25 Years Ago

Special
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Look for our newest
citizens on our
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T H E B O O K W O R M S E Z

‘Honky Tonk Girl’
keeps you humming

Kentucky plants and folk
lore will be in the spotlight
at the April 12 Second
Thursday program at the
Bluegrass Heritage Mu-
seum, 217 S. Maple St.
Debbie Barnes, an Estill

County native who has
lived here for 37 years, will
be the speaker.
She has a bachelor’s de-

gree in ornamental horti-
culture and an associate
degree in greenhouse grow-
ing and landscape design
from Eastern Kentucky
University, Richmond. The
owner of Louis Flower
Power on Harrodsburg
Road for 11 years and
Louis Flower Power on
Nicholasville Road for
three years, she and her
husband, Joe, have two
children.
Mrs. Barnes served as a

board member of the Ken-
tucky Nursery and Land-
scape Association and was
its legislative chair for six
years. She also is a member
of the American Nursery
and Landscape Association.
She and her husband re-

cently built a greenhouse
on their farm on Sidwell
Lane and operate Barnes
Family Greenhouse on the
Irvine Road.
The speaker is a mem-

ber of the Estill County His-
torical and Genealogical
Society and the Red River
Historical Society.
Bill Ellis will discuss

Kentucky as a Crossroads
of Humor at the May 12
Second Thursday program.
All programs are held at

the museum and open to
the public. Refreshments
will be served.

Michael and Tina Thomp-
son announce the engage-
ment of their daughter,
Christian Thompson, to
Cory Meade, the son of
Bruce and Sherry Meade,
formerly of Paintsville.
The bride-elect is the

granddaughter of Dealthia
Haggard of Winchester and
the late Katherine Thomp-
son of Winchester.
She is a member of New

Life Assembly of God.

The prospective groom is
the grandson of Clifford
Spencer and Freda
Spencer, and the late Jan-
ice Spencer, Paul A. Meade
and Alice Jane Meade.
He is a member of New

Life Assembly of God.
The wedding will be April

21 at 2:30 p.m. at New Life
Assembly of God.
A reception will follow at

the Winchester Elks Lodge
on Shoppers Drive.

Thompson, Meade
to marry April 21

Christian Thompson and Cory Meade

MOORHEAD, Minn. (AP)
— Authorities have decided
to return a $12,000 tip to a
Minnesota waitress that po-
lice believed was drug
money.
Stacy Knutson of Moor-

head said a customer told
her she could keep a takeout
container she left behind at
the Fryn’ Pan restaurant.
The box turned out to con-
tain $12,000 in bills in vari-
ous denominations.
Police initially told her

she could keep the money if
no one claimed it, but later
said it was part of a drug in-
vestigation.
On Thursday, after the

case drew national atten-
tion, Assistant Clay County
Attorney Michelle Lawson
told reporters the money
could not be tied to a crimi-
nal investigation, and that
Knutson would get a check.
Knutson said she believed

the money was an anony-
mous gift from someone who

knew her family had severe
financial difficulties.

Waitress can keep $12,000 left as tip

“Honky Tonk Girl: My Life in Lyrics”
by Loretta Lynn, with a preface by Elvis Costello
©2012, Knopf, $29.95 / $32.00 Canada, 240 pages

Plants, folklore topic
of Bluegrass Heritage
Museum’s Second
Thursday program
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