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Women ending
flirtation with
GOP ‘boy band’

WASHINGTON — Mitt Romney “unzipped” is the
stuff of cartoonists’ dreams.

The image suggested came from none other than his
wife, Ann, when a Baltimore radio interviewer asked
whether it’s true that her husband is stiff. Yes, do go
ahead and cover the children’s eyes.

“Well, you know, I guess we better unzip him and let
the real Mitt Romney out because he is not!” laughed
the Mrs.

But, really, should we be talking
like this? About unzipping the
stiff and letting the “real Mitt”
out? Goodness gracious, as Rom-
ney would say. What’s next, hot
cocoa before noon?

Ann Romney’s comments coin-
cided with the punditocracy’s
swoon over her husband’s lack of
popularity among the once-fairer
sex. (Women have cojones now,
you may have heard, while men are ransacking Viagra
warehouses. Dots, anyone?) Recent polls show single
women under 50 scrambling back into the warm em-
brace of Barack Obama after a brief flirtation with the
Republican boy band — Mitt, Rick, Ron and Newt.

Was it something they said about birth control?
This seems to be the conventional wisdom. Once con-

traception became a topic of debate, women amscrayed
in the other direction.

It isn’t as though women haven’t always found the
Democratic Party more hospitable, but the brouhaha
over whether “Obamacare” should force religious
groups to fund or endorse insurance coverage for con-
traception seems to have reminded women of just how
fragile reproductive autonomy is.

It didn’t help that at the same time, some states
moved to force ultrasounds on women seeking abortion;
Rush Limbaugh called a young woman a “slut” when she
appeared on Capitol Hill to make a case for contracep-
tive coverage; the GOP looks and acts like a fraternity of
cranky old white men.

But what really gives with the old gender gap? Why
are women running away from Republicans if, as Ann
Romney insists, they’re really interested in the economy
and jobs, not abortions and “free” birth control?

In 12 battleground states where pollsters recently
took to clipboards, more than 60 percent of women
under 50 prefer Obama over Mitt Romney. Just a few
weeks ago, fewer than half of this group said they’d re-
elect the president. Which means, of course, that things
could shift in another few weeks.

Meanwhile, some analysts say that Romney’s decline
in popularity among women has to do with his promise
to defund Planned Parenthood, which to female ears ap-
parently is tantamount to saying, “Women? They’re so
cute when they’re pregnant.”

Defunding Planned Parenthood is of course a staple
of the Republican diet because some portion of public
funds is in the same airspace as women seeking abor-
tions.

A guy can’t get nominated by the GOP unless he con-
fesses his disapproval of Planned Parenthood, a thor-
ough exploration of which will have to await a better
mood. I’m swinging at the moment.

It nevertheless bears mentioning at this point that
Romney has no objection to contraception, as he said
during one of the Republican debates. Moreover, the
shift in women’s attitudes did not, in fact, coincide with
the birth-control debate.

Counterintuitively, women indicated that they
weren’t really that concerned about the birth-control
issue and did, by a majority, disapprove of what the gov-
ernment was doing in principle.

The public opinion research firm QEV Analytics con-
ducted a private poll for the Catholic Association and
found that 59 percent of unmarried women think birth
control should be handled like any other drug, rather
than offered for free. Among married women, the num-
ber was 67 percent.

The poll also found that 55 percent of unmarried
women questioned the wisdom of the Obama contracep-
tive mandate.

Kathleen Parker’s email address is kathleen-
parker@washpost.com.

Budget approved, more work to do before session ends
FRANKFORT — The 2012 Legis-

lation Session is down to the final
days, and the good news from this
week is for the first time in three
sessions we will leave Frankfort
with a budget agreement.

Leadership from both the House
and Senate worked into the night
Wednesday before finally agreeing
on a biennial budget in the early
hours on Thursday morning.

Among some of the items in the
agreement is funding to renovate
Rupp Arena, funds for the Univer-
sity of Louisville Hospital and a re-
duction in the amount of the
Commonwealth’s bonded debt.

It also expands a proposal to cre-
ate scholarships for students living
in coal producing counties to in-
clude coal counties in west Ken-
tucky.

Originally the plan was aimed at
helping students in 14 counties in
eastern Kentucky cover the cost to
attend colleges
and universi-
ties within the
area.

The new pro-
posal expands
the program to
38 coal produc-
ing counties in
the western
and eastern
coalfields.

While some
things were left in, other items
were taken out including $7.5 mil-
lion proposed by the Governor to
expand Kentucky’s preschool pro-
gram. It also includes cuts of 8.4
percent in funding for many state

agencies and programs.
It is our hope that as the econ-

omy improves, and we take real
steps to reduce our debt that
money will become available to
fund needed programs in the Com-
monwealth.

The budget wasn’t the only focus
this week. The House and Senate
passed bills dealing with combating
the abuse of drugs in Kentucky.
Senate Bill 3 was approved, which
attempts to solve the methamphet-
amine problem gripping many rural
parts of the state.

This bill places monthly and
yearly limits on the amount of
pseudoephedrine, which is a major
ingredient of meth that someone
can purchase.

If an individual exceeds that
amount they could only purchase

pseudoephedrine with a prescrip-
tion.

While I understand that meth is
a problem in some parts of the
Commonwealth, my concern is that
Senate Bill 3 takes away more of
our individual freedoms and moves
us closer to making pseu-
doephedrine a prescription-only
medication.

Some of us are also concerned
that this bill will force meth mak-
ers to move to border counties
where nearby states’ regulations to
purchase meth aren’t as stringent
as Kentucky.

In addition Senate Bill 3 doesn’t
address the problem with so-called
‘smurfing,’ which is when makers
pay others to travel from store to
store buying pseudoephedrine to
skirt the law we passed in 2005.

As the final hours tick away for
this session, we expect to give final
approval on numerous bills. I will
update you on what passed and
what didn’t in next week’s column.

As always, I welcome your com-
ments and concerns for the upcom-
ing session. I can be reached
through the toll-free message line
in Frankfort at 1-800-372-7181. A
taped message containing informa-
tion on legislative committee meet-
ing schedules is available by calling
1-800-633-9650, and information on
the status of each bill is available
by calling 1-866-840-2835.

If you have Internet access, I can
be reached at
donna.mayfield@lrc.ky.gov, or you
may keep track of legislation
through the Kentucky Legislature
Home Page at www.lrc.ky.gov.

Donna Mayfield

Keeping an eye on everyone
WASHINGTON — You can

find just about anything at the
annual homeland security expo:
X-ray machines, infrared cam-
eras, a police cruiser with heat-
sensing capability, a
hovering “gyroplane” —
and a GPS device to spy
on your spouse.

The salesman for
Blackline GPS Corp.,
maker of “professional-
grade covert tracking”
equipment, explained
that his devices, in the
shape of a legal envelope
or an electric razor, can
be tucked behind seat
cushions, under floor
mats or into backpacks.

“We’re getting more requests
from husbands and wives,” he
explained. “I’ve seen guys put it
in their wives’ car and cover it
with a hat.”

That, in one convenient pack-
age, is what has become of the
homeland security effort. What
began as a well-intentioned
campaign to harden targets and
protect the nation from terror-
ists has metastasized into a
sprawling and diffuse enterprise
that has little to do with terror-

ists and a lot to do with govern-
ment and employers spying on
the citizenry — and citizens
spying on each other.

The GovSec expo this week at
Washington’s
convention cen-
ter reflects the
shift. Billed as
“the premier
government se-
curity event,” it
began after the
9/11 attacks, its
organizers told
me, with vendors
hawking security
barriers, razor
wire and the

like. Now the 2,500 attendees
can visit the booth of a vendor,
ECM Universe, which special-
izes in monitoring Twitter.

Its “social media surveil-
lance” package helps universi-
ties monitor online activity for
evidence of bullying, among
other things, ECM’s Scott
Raimist told me Tuesday. Two
weeks ago, the company helped
authorities in Fort Lupton,
Colo., identify a man who was
tweeting such menacing things
as “kill people” and “burn (ex-

pletive) school.” Said Raimist:
“He fit the profile of a pyroma-
niac.”

So is the man behind bars?
Well, no, Raimist admitted.
“He’s outside their jurisdiction.
He’s still tweeting.” In fact, the
man hasn’t been accused of a
crime — but that didn’t matter:
His full name was projected on
a display screen at the GovSec
expo as an example of how tech-
nology can catch bad guys.

Federal homeland security
spending tripled in the years
after Sept. 11, and recent cuts
have been modest compared
with reductions to other parts of
the budget. States and private
industry, too, have spent billions
of dollars. But that money is
going further and further afield.

Government agencies and
corporations are, for example,
buying “Pocket Hound” cell-
phone detectors, which indicate
who is carrying a mobile phone
(among the suggested uses:
schools and airports). A com-
petitor, Cellbusters, can locate
where a cellphone is inside a
building or whether someone in
your conference room is violat-
ing a company’s no-cellphone

policy.
Catch many terrorists with

this technology? “Not so much,”
Cellbusters’ Derek Forde admit-
ted.

Neither is Fulcrum Biomet-
rics likely to apprehend al-
Qaeda operatives with its ID
system using fingerprint, face,
iris, palm and voice identifica-
tion. Recommended uses in-
clude voter registration and
“civil ID,” said Fulcrum’s Kath-
leen Erickson. Also, gym mem-
berships: “You can use it in
guest management, like a loy-
alty program.”

One product enables employ-
ers to require construction
workers and others at remote
sites to clock in with their fin-
gerprints.

“Can I scan you?” Erickson
asked me. She waved a scanner
at my convention badge, and
with a “boing” sound my regis-
tration information was trans-
ferred to her.

There are, of course, legiti-
mate uses for all such gizmos, as
there are for gun vaults,
portable bunkers and military
gear, so Big Brother’s display
space at the expo is expanding.

Legislative update

Dana Milbank

Prescription, OTC drug legislation, right
BOWLING GREEN DAILY

NEWS — Kentuckians should
be pleased to learn that a bill
to curb prescription drug abuse
in our state will likely become
law, but should be disap-
pointed to see a bill that would
help the battle on metham-
phetamine in our state become
watered down, limiting its ef-
fectiveness.

The prescription drug bill is
a move in the right direction as
our state continues to see
needless overdoses and deaths
in relation to these drugs.

The legislation is intended to
control the problem of “pill

mills” — pain clinics run by
unscrupulous owners who prey
on people with pain pill addic-
tions. It is also meant to curb
“doctor shopping” by addicts or
drug dealers who get prescrip-
tions from more than one doc-
tor and then get them filled at
multiple pharmacies.

Under the bill, police and
prosecutors could use the Ken-
tucky All Schedule Prescrip-
tion Electronic Reporting
program to monitor doctors
who overprescribe painkillers.
It would be monitored by the
attorney general’s office. ...

The legislation also requires

pharmacists to record prescrip-
tion information and allows
that information to be shared
with state and federal law en-
forcement authorities, physi-
cians and pharmacists. ...

While it appears this will be-
come law, it is more than dis-
heartening that some
Legislators caved in to an out-
of-state group that spent big
bucks to weaken a meth bill
proven effective elsewhere.

The current proposal would
limit any one person’s pur-
chases to no more than 7.2
grams in a month or 24 grams
in a year. That’s the equivalent

of two boxes a month or 10
boxes a year. People who need
more than that would have to
get a prescription.

Early in the session, a bill
was introduced that we sup-
ported that would have re-
quired a prescription for
medicines containing pseu-
doephedrine ... That bill was
withdrawn and the one that ap-
pears ready for passage simply
doesn’t go far enough.

Hopefully, next year more
legislators will stand up to this
group and make it clear that
we are going to look after Ken-
tuckians. ...

Kathleen Parker


