
A young boy discovers
that he has a talent for magic
and casting spells. So great
is his power, that his abilities
soon become legend. A dead
spirit makes its way into
world, attacking the boy and
placing a scar on his face.
The boy hones his skills by
attending a renowned school
for wizards,
where he
q u i c k l y
learns to mas-
ter his craft. 

While this
may sound
like some-
thing straight
out of a
Harry Potter
novel, it isn’t.
This premise is the setting
for Ursula K. Le Guin’s
1968 novel “A Wizard of
Earthsea,” written 29 years
before the first Harry Potter
book. Le Guin’s novel will
be the subject of the 2012
Big Read at St. Catharine
College, the only location in
Kentucky to receive this
year’s grant.

“This is the second year
the National Endowment for
the Arts has awarded The
Big Read grant to St.
Catharine and the tri-county
region,” said Evelyn
Silliman, Director of the rtl3
Reading program at SCC.

This year, it was even

tougher to get the grant
because of cuts to federal
spending.

“In the past, there were
over 200 grants available
across the country,” Silliman
said. “This year, there were
only 75 grants available, but
our application was
approved and we were
awarded another grant.”

There are several Big
Read events scheduled in
Washington, Marion and
Nelson counties throughout
the month of March.

“The Big Read is impor-
tant because it unites the tri-
county region with SCC as
we engage in common read-
ing, activities, and conversa-
tion,” Silliman said. “In
short, The Big Read suc-
cessfully draws us together
as a community with com-
mon interests and goals.
This year, our tri-county
librarians and St. Catharine
have chosen ‘A Wizard of
Earthsea’ to read together
during the month of March
from NEA’s list of 27
accepted books.  This young
adult novel attracts all ages
of readers as we venture into
a world of wizards and
demons in a landscape sym-
bolic of the earth we know,
bespeaking our unrelenting
responsibility to this earth,
our fellow creatures, and
ourselves.”

Washington County resi-
dent Dr. Devin Brown,
Professor of English at
Asbury University, will offer
his expertise on the subject
of fantasy writing during
The Big Read Kick-Off at 6
p.m. Feb. 26 in Pettus
Auditorium, in the Richard
S. Hamilton Health and
Science Building. Brown,
who lives in East Texas, will
offer insights about Ursula
K. Le Guin. Following his
presentation, Dr. Brown will

sign copies of his novel Not
Exactly Normal, along with
his non-fiction works Inside
Narnia, Inside Prince
Caspian and Inside the
Voyage of the Dawn Treader.

If anyone is interested in
participating in The Big
Read, they can contact their
local library to pick up a free
copy of the book and a
schedule. They can also con-
tact Evelyn Silliman at (859)
336-5082, ext. 1322.
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Pickett brings valuable aca-
demic experience to the
position as well as the abili-
ty to develop and nurture
relationships with our school
community,” Holsclaw said.
“We interviewed three very
capable candidates and all
three of these candidates
brought some very unique
qualities to us, but in the end,
this council felt as though
that Mr. Pickett probably
was the best fit for
Bardstown High School.”

Pickett wasn’t able to
attend the meeting, but in a
press release, he expressed
his response to his selection.

“Bardstown High School
is a very unique, special
place with a highly quali-
fied, motivated teaching
staff and wonderful stu-
dents,” Pickett stated.  “I am
so pleased and honored to
have the opportunity to lead
such a great school.”

Pickett received his
Bachelor’s degree from
Campbellsville University
and earned a Master of
Science in Education admin-
istration from Western
Kentucky University in
2003. He began his teaching
career 12 years ago, as a sci-

ence teacher at Bardstown
High School. He taught
Advanced Placement
Biology, anatomy and inte-
grated science before step-
ping into the role of assistant
principal in 2007. 

Last June, then-Principal
Cara Blackmon was named
director of district-wide pro-
grams/instruction and
assessment support, and
Pickett was selected to serve
as interim principal for the
2011-2012 school year.
Former Old Kentucky Home
Middle School Principal
Ryan Clark was appointed
interim assistant principal. 

The position of assistant
principal will likely be post-
ed Friday, Holsclaw said.
The council waited to post
the position because if
Pickett hadn’t been selected,
he would have returned to
the assistant principal posi-
tion he held before,
Holsclaw explained. 

“Today’s educational
environment requires
administrators, teachers, and
parents to work together as
never before, and I look for-
ward to using my ability to
listen and the strengths of
those around me to keep
Bardstown High School
moving in such a positive
direction,” Pickett stated in
the press release. 

>> Principal
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Counterfeit bills allegedly
mixed up in drug deal, theft
STAFF REPORT

Two Bardstown men
have been arrested after an
alleged drug deal involving
counterfeit bills and a
stolen television.

Anthony Broaddus, 26,
was charged with first-
degree criminal possession
of a forged instrument,
theft by unlawful taking,
possession of marijuana
and filing a false report.
Joey Ray Helton III, 21,
was charged with first-
degree criminal possession
of a forged instrument,
receiving stolen property
and trafficking in marijua-
na. 

The Nelson County
Sheriff’s Department was
dispatched to Pottershop
Road on the report of a
missing television.
According to a press

release, a relative staying in
the home was allegedly in
possession of drugs and
counterfeit $20 bills. That
relative had allegedly used
the bills to purchase drugs,
but when his drug dealer
discovered the money was
counterfeit, the relative
reportedly gave the dealer
the television, which was
not his. 

Dep. Mike Clark, lead
investigator on the case, is
being assisted by the
United States Secret
Service. 

Anthony
Broaddus

Joey Ray
Helton III

ERIN L. MCCOY
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The Bardstown-Nelson
County Fire Department
will kick off its crusade for
the health and welfare of
children with special needs a
little early this year. 

Bulky item pickup starts
Monday in Nelson County,
but the fire department is
asking anyone with metal
that could be recycled to
hand over that metal to the

fire department instead, with
proceeds going toward the
WHAS Crusade for
Children. 

“Instead of setting it out
for bulky item, give us a call
and we’ll come get it,” Dep.
Chief Robbie Blanford said. 

The fire department will
be able to pick up any metal
from within its 240-square-
mile district, including the
City of Bardstown. That
metal will be taken to
Waddell’s Recycling, and

the money Waddell’s pays
for the metal will go straight
into the fire department’s
Crusade collection,
Blanford explained. 

People can also drop off
metal at Waddell’s and leave
that money for the Crusade. 

Blanford said the fire
department may continue
taking such donations for the
next several months, until
the big Crusade collection in
June. 

“Crusade weekend is

always the first weekend in
June. We always start some-
where about in April,”
Blanford said. 

The Bardstown-Nelson
County Fire Department
raised $29,628.07 for
Crusade for Children last
year, about half of the
$57,597.08 total raised by all
Nelson County fire depart-
ments.

Metal donations to benefit Crusade for Children

SCC selected as only Kentucky location for 2012 Big Read

Community Theatre hosts auditions
Bardstown Community

Theatre will have open audi-
tions for the romantic come-
dy “The Faery’s Kiss” (also
known as “The Haunted
Cottage”).  The show made
its debut in 2009 and has
since been produced in
Canada. The show’s play-
wright, Bill Breuer has
agreed to direct it. The show
will be produced during the
last two weeks of May.

The Faery’s Kiss is a
“fairy tale, romantic comedy
for adults, though children
age 8 and up can certainly
enjoy it,” Breuer said. “I’m
excited that it will be done in
Bardstown by a company
that has a history producing
plays since 1984 in a com-
munity that obviously enjoys
and supports live theatre.
I’m honored to have been
asked to direct it as well.”

This story is about a bach-

elor who inherits a rural cot-
tage. Everyone says the
place is haunted. Instead he
finds the place is inhabited
by an attractive woman who
claims to be a Faery and she
doesn’t want him there. She
keeps his head in a spin as he
endeavors to fit in with the
townspeople while she is
also trying to protect a secret
that others are trying to steal.

The auditions are 2-4 p.m.
Feb. 25-26. Faery’s Kiss and
two murder mystery shows
at the former Old Kentucky
Home Intermediate School,
219 E. Muir Ave., beside
Foster Heights.  Bring a
photo and resume if possi-
ble.

For more information, call
Tony Paulin or Ashley
Gilpin at
ashleymarie_88@yahoo.co
m or (502) 510-8782 or
(502) 744-4335.

Dr. Devin
Brown


