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Congress of the United States.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Thursday March 6.
Mr. H. Lee faiil. he would call for the

unfinished business of yesterday, with a

view that it might be decided on, and the
business of the nation proceeded in.

The question was put and carried : and
the house resolved itself into a committee
of the whole on Mr. Livingston's refolu-tion- s

Mr. Edmond in the chair when
Mr. Nicholas spoke about two hours in
savor of them aster he sat down, the
question was called for, and taken

Ayes 34.
Noes 5S.

The committee then rose, reported pro-gre- fs

and asked leave to sit again ; and
upon the question, " fliall the committee
have leave to sit again," it paffed in the
affirmative, in manner following, to wit :

AFFIRMATIVE.
Meflrs. Alston, Baer, Bartlett, Bayard,

Bird, Bifliop,J. Brown, R. Brown, Cham-pli- n,

Clay, Condit, Cooper, Dana, Daven-

port,!'. Davenport,Davis, Dawson, Dick-Io- n,

Edmond, A. Foster, D. Folter, Free-
man, Gallatin, Glenn, C. Goodrich, E.
Goodrich, Grifwold, Harper, Heifter,
Holmes, Imlay, Jackson, Kitteta,H. Lee,
S. Lee, Lieb, Lyman, Livingston, Macon,
Marfliall, Muhlenberg, New, Nicholas,
Nicholson, Piatt, Randolph, Sewall,Smi- -

Jie, J. Smith, btone, bumpter, Teliafer- -

1 hatcher, A. Trigg, J. Trigg, Van
Varnum, Wadfworth, II. Wil- -

lams. 59.
NECATIVE.

Meflrs. Bailey, Brace, Cabelle, Bhrif-tie-,
Craik, Dennis, Dent, Egglefton,

Goode, Gordon, Gray, Gregg,
Grove, Hanna, Henderfon, Hill Jones,
Kitchell, L)on, Linn, Nott, Otis, Page,
Parker, Pinckney, Powell, Reed, Rut-ledg- e,

Shepherd, S. Smith, Spaight, Stan-
ford, ll. Thomas Thompson, Wain, L.
Williams, Woods. 38.

The house then proceeded to consider
the repoit of the committee of the whole,
when the resolutions, were again read as
follows :

Resolved, That it appears to this house,
thataperfoncallinghimfelfJonathan Rob-bin- s,

and claiming to be a citizen of the
United States, impreffed on board a Bri-tif- li

fliip of war, was committed for trial
in one of the courts of the United States,
for the alledged crime of piracy and mur-
der committed on the high seas on board
the Britifli frigate Hermoine. That a
a requisition being fubfequentto such com-

mitment, made by the Britifli minister to
the executive of the United States, for
the delivery of the said person, (under
the name of Thomas Nafli,) as a fugitive
under the 27th article of the treaty with
Great Britain. The president of the

States did by a letter written from
the department of state, to the judge who
committed the said person for trial, off-

icially declare his opinion to the faidjudge
that he " considered an offence commit-
ted on board a public slap of war, on the
high seas to have been committed within
the jurisdiction of the nation to whom the
fliip belongs," and inconfequenceof such
opinion and construction, did advise and
request the said judge to deliver up the
perfor. so chimed to the agent of Great
Britain, who fliould appear to receive him
provided only that the stipulated evidence
of his criminality fliould be produced.
That in compliance with such advice and
request of the president of the United
States, the said person so committed for
trial, was by the judge of the district
court of South Carolina, without any nt

or trial by jury, or any investi-
gation of his claim to be a citizen of the
United States, delivered up to an officer
of his Britannic majesty, and afterwards,
tried by a court martial and executed on
a charge of mutiny and murder.

Resolved, That inafinuch as the con-ftituti-

of the United States, declares
that the judiciary power lhall extend to
all queftons arifingunder the constitution,
laws uid treaty of the United States, and
to all cases of admiralty and maritime

and also that the trial of all
crime except in cases of impeachment,
fliall be b jury, and such trial fliall be
held 1.1 the state where 'such crime fliall
have be n committed but when not com-

mitted within any state, then at such
place or places as congress may by law
have directed. And inasmuch ai it is

dirc&edby law, that the offence of mur

der corrlmitted on the high seas fliall be
deemed to be piracy and murder, and
that "the trial of all crimes committed
on the high sees, or in any place out of
the jurisdiction bf any particular state,
Shall be in the district where the offender
is apprehended, or into which he may be
first brought." Therefore the several
questions whether the alledged crime of
piracy and murder, was committed with-
in the exclusive jurisdiction of Great Jri-tai-

whether it comes within the purview
of the said twenty-fevertt- h article ? And
whether a person dating that he was an
American citizen, and had committed the
act of which he was accused in attempt-
ing to regain his liberty from illegal

ought to be delivered up,
without any investigation of his claim to
citizenfliip, or inquiring into the facts al-

ledged in his defence, are all matters ex-

clusively of judicial enquiry, as arising
from treaties, laws, constitutional provi-fion- s,

and cases of admiralty, and mari-
time junction.

That a decision of those questions by
the president of the United States, against
the jurisdiction of the courts of the Uni-
ted States, in a case where those courts
had already affumed and csercifed juris-
diction by his advice and request, to the
judge of the dilti idt court, th?t the person
thus charged fliould be delivered up, pro-
vided only such evidence of his crimi-
nality, fliould be produced as would justify
his apprehension and commitment for
trial, are a dangerous interference of the
executive with the judicial decisions, and
that the compliance with such advice and
request, on the part of of the judge of
the district court of South Carolina, is
a facrince of the constitutional indepen-
dence of the judicial power and exposes
the adminiitra:; on thereof to suspicion and
reproach.

And upon the question, "will the house
agree with the committee in their nt

to the said resolutions ;
Mr. Gallatin spoke at great length in

savor of them ; when an adjournment was
called for and carried. Adjourned.

Saturday, March 8.
The house resumed the consideration

of the report of thecommittee of the whole
on Mr. Livingston's resolutions, and the
question for agreeing with the committee
in their disagreement to the said resoluti-
ons, aster a lengthy speech in savor of
them by Mr. Nicholas, was taken by yeas
and nays, as follow :

AFFIRMATIVE.
Meflrs. Alston, Bear, Bartlert, Bayard,

Bird, J. Brown, Cooper, Craik, J. Daven-
port, F. Davenport, Davis, Dennis, Dent,
Dickfon, Edmond, Evans, A. Foster, D.
Foster, Freeman, Glenn, Goode, C. Good-
rich, E. Goodrich, Gordon, Gray, Grif-
wold, Grove, Harper, Henderfon, Hill,
Imlay, Jones, Kittera, H. Lee, S. Lee,
Lyman, Linn, Martha,'!, Nott, Otis, Page,
Parker, Pinkney, Piatt, Powell, Reed,
Rutledge, Sewall, Sheaffe Shepard,
Spaight, Stone, Telliaferro, Thatcher, J.
Thomas, It. Thomas, Varnum, Wadf-
worth, Waln,L. Williams, Woods. 61.

NEGATIVE.
Meflrs. Bailey, Bifliop, R. Brown Ca-

belle, Christie, Clay, Condit, Egglefton,
Elmcndorf, Fowler, Gallatin, Gregg,
Hanna, Heifter, Holmes, Jackson, Kitch-
ell, Leib, Lon, Livingston, Macon,
Muhlenberg, New, Nicholas, Nicholson,
n...llU .:i. T C! .1 or,..'"""uull" omuie, j. omiui, a. Smith;
Sumpter, Thompson, A. Trigg, J. TrigS
Van Cortlandt, R. Williams 35. f

Mr. Harper then called for an adjourn-
ment, which was opposed by Mr. Macon,
who wiflied the house now to go into com-
mittee of the whole on Mr. Bayard'sre-folutio- n,

approbating the conduct of Ihe
executive with respect to the requisition
for Robbins, and that the question upon
it might be taken this day.

The question for an adjournment was
put and carried ayes 52.

American Intelligence.
O

Pennfyhania.

PHILADELPHIA) March 6.

SENATE.
On Wedncfdayin the senate, Mr. Tra-

cy called for the refolurion for thp nn.- . r
pointment oi a committee of privileges,
to enquire who is the editor of the Auro-
ra, &c. laid on the table some days ago.

&

A member then proposed the following
amendment, which, aster considerable
difcuffion, was negatived. Ayes 11.
Noes 16.

Between the word "senate," and the
word " and," in the fourth line 'from the
end insert "and that the committee be
also directed to enquire, who is the editor
of the newspaper printed in the said city
called "Gazette of the United States, and
Philadelphia Daily Advertiser." And
by what means the said editor became
ppffefled of the votes in the senate on the
bill ferit from the house of representatives,
for fufoendinpf the pnliilmpnfc ns rhp t- - e

regiments, &c. as published in the said I
newspaper, bearing date the 13th of Fe- -

published those votes partially, and under
the claffrfication contained in the said
newspaper ; and also whether the said

the author or not, and is not, who
is the author of sundry aflertions, obfer-vation-s,

and reflections, immediately pre-
ceding and following the statement of the
said votes, and publifhedin the said paper,
of, and concerning the senate of the

States, and the members thereof in
their official capacity. '

The senate of the United States ye-
sterday resumed the confederation of the
resolution instructing the committee of
privileges to enquire into the conduct of
the editor of the Aurora and aster mak-
ing fu.idry amendments, one of which di-

rected the committee to notice generally
the paragraphs contained in said paper,
relative to the conduct of members of
that body in their official capacity ; Mr.
Pinckney moved to strike out all the refo-lutio- n

as amended, except the word " re-

folved," for the purpose of introducing an
amendment which he meant to propose
and entered into a lengthy debate upon
the inadequacy of the power of that house
to prosecute the business as intended.
Wre are informed the senate rose without
taking a queftio.ii upon it.

IN SENATE,
The consideration of the resolution

respecting the editor of the Aurora,, be-

ing called for, Mr. Pinckney read in his
place, two or three resolutions, prefixed
by a preample, containing certain reafon-ing- s

on therights and privileges of the
senate, and on the independence of the
press. This performance, which was

to a substitute for the original
proposition, he wiflied to tfave entered
on the journal: Several questions of or-
der arose out of this motion, which was
not disposed of when this paper was put
to press.

March 7.
IN SENATE.

This day the business respecting the
Aurora, was resumed; and

Meflrs. Read, Tracy, Coke, and Pinck-
ney spoke at length on the subject.

March 10.
THE SENATE

Of the United States, was engaged on
Friday, and Saturday last, in difcuffing the
resolution instructing the committee of
privileges to enquire what measures ought
to be taken in respect to sundry publica-
tions in the Aurora, and on Saturday
the question was taken by ayes and nays,
and carried, ayes 19, noes 8.

JOHN ADAMS,
President of the United States of 'America,

TO ALL WHOM IT'MAY CONCERN:
PETER COLLIN, efq. having pro-

duced to me his commiflion as vice-cons- ul

of his majesty, the king of Sweden, forthe
state of Mar) land, I do hereby recognize
him as such, and declare him free to fe

and enjoy such functions, powers
and privileges as are allowed to the vice-consu-

ls

of his said majesty the king of
Sweden.

IN tcftimony whereof, I have caused
these letters to be made patent,
and the seal of the United States
to be hereunto affixed. Given un-(- l.

s.) der my hand, at the city of Phila-
delphia, the twentieth day bf Fe-
bruary, in the year of our Lord
one thoufandeight hundred, and of
the independence of the said states
the twenty-fourt- h.

JOHN ADAMS.
By the president of the United States,

TIMOTHY PICKERING,
S. cretary of State,

ENVOYS TO FRANCE.
Extract of a letter from a respectable gen-

tleman at Providence, to his friend in
this town, dated February 28.

iews has been received here this day
from Charleston, that our commiffioners
had arrived at Paris, and had been re-
ceived with tokens of general respect and
joy. 1 he information reached Charles-
ton by a Ship from London, in , (hesage. I have not seen the papers ; but:
the whole will be in print Iaffurcyou, however, that ftich informati-
on is really in the Charleston papers."

Since preparing the above letter, we
have been informed, by a gentleman from
1 rovidence, that the vefTel which arrived
there from Charleston, was commanded
by captain Cooley, and lest that February
21 'r,?at he faici he brought papers,
containing intelligence received by a late
arrival froth Europe, that our envoys had
reached Paris, and been well received ;
and that the consuls had decreed thatthe American slag fliould be respected by
the French cruizers.

Georg,

SAVANNAH, February 4
The folowing is given in a late Lon-

don paper as an authentic account of the
substance of the speech of Bunoaparte to
the bankers of Pa-i- s, when affembled
respecting an advance into that govern-
ment; there are some Striking paffao-e-
in it. " Every thing, said he, Simulates
you to the raoft nolle efforts. The great
object now in view is to maintain our ar-
mies on a respectable footing, and to give
to our negotiations the imposing charac-
ter they ought never to have lost. Let
us all unite; Let us draw, Stand firm to-
gether, and we shall not be Under the ity

of opening a new campaign in the
fpnng, and i 00,000 of our fellow citi-
zens will not be compelled to go and pe-ri- fh

in foreign lauds. Is your fortune
and your credit have been compromised
under the government which has been

the caufeis eafilytobe sound.
It was because none of the measures pur-fue- d

tended either to tranquility at home
or peace abroad ; neither to liberty, nor
to public happiness.

"Now however those who step for-
ward to aflift the government will have
the honor of having obtained that peace
so much desired, and having fecurcd the
general happiness. I say the honour
that principle so powerful in the mind
of a Frenchman. Yes they will be ho-
nored both in France and in foreign coun-
tries for having aided a revolution that
tends so evident to put an end to that
social disorganization, that scourge of hu
manity, and to that war which has arifeit
from it."

February 11.
By the arrival ofthebrigPhtfinix, capt.

Mason, in 24 days from Jamaica, we have
received the following account of a vilain-o- us

plot to involve in blood and maffacre
the island of Jamaica, which was to have
taken place on the 25th of December last,
but providentially difcovercd and fruft rat-
ed, only three days previous to the time
appointed for carrying it into execution 1
the particulars are as follow.

Information having been sent by an En-
glish gentleman resident at St. Domingo to
Lord Balcarres, governor of Jamaica, of
three men being in the island, and of their
intended project, in consequence of which
orders Were iffiied to the magistrates to

and examine all foreigners, who
were not in pofleflion of regular certjfi-tat- es

or pafports. By this means fM.
Dubuifibn, formerly an officer in the Roy.
alifts service was taken up as a fufpicio-j- s

character, who immediately gave inform-
ation against his brother (Safportas) then
in Kingston under cloak of purchasing a
small veffel for the Spanifli trade, (and
pafling himself for a Spaniard.) On the
trial, M. Dubuifon, turned king's evi-
dence, matters were so clearly proved

Safportas as condemned him, and
he was executed agreeably to sentence, 011
the 24th of December as a spy, sent from
St. Domingo by the French Agent, to fo-

ment an iniurrection among the Negroes,
to liberate the prifonersat Kingston (who
were to be armed,) and the town set on
sire, when a geneial maffacre was to take
place in the niidft of the confusion. 'Em-miffar- ies

were also employed on the north
Side, to prepare the slaves there, to effect
the same purpose. Safportas defended
himself with the utmost coolness on his
trial, in a speech of near an hour, auder-deavored,wit- h

much art to invalidate the
evidence against him, but to no effect
i .tQs were too clear.


