
GOING BUST 
AS COAL BOOMS

EASTERN KENTUCKY COAL JOBS HAVE DRIED UP 
WHILE DEMAND FOR COAL SURGES AROUND THE WORLD

WASHINGTON — Eastern Ken-
tucky coal country is filled with people 
competing for non-existent jobs, tied 
to the area by family and unable to 
sell their homes even if they want to 
leave.

People such as 50-year-old Frank 
Dixon, who was laid off from a coal 
mine right before Christmas. He has a 
son in college, another in high school 
and a mother in failing health. Dixon 
has worked in the coal industry since 
he was 21 years old, and he’s strug-
gling to figure out how to make a liv-
ing.

“I’ve been looking for a job. But 
there are so many miners laid off in 
this area that wherever you go there’s 
already been 20 or 25 other people 
there looking for the same job, or for 
any job,” Dixon said.

While Dixon and thousands of oth-
ers in the United States have lost their 
jobs, coal is booming in the rest of 
the world. The International Energy 

Agency’s latest report forecasts that 
coal will become the world’s dominant 
fuel, with global burning of the fossil 
fuel rising by 1.2 billion tons over the 
next four years.

That’s the equivalent of adding the 
existing coal consumption of the U.S. 
and Russia combined. The agency’s 
executive director, Maria van der 
Hoeven, said coal made up a greater 
share of the global energy mix every 
year. “If no changes are made to cur-
rent policies, coal will catch oil within 
a decade,” van der Hoeven said. 

By Sean Cockerham
Herald-Leader Washington Bureau

Coal trucks passed behind Frank Dixon on Thursday near the Cumberland River Coal Co. Blue Ridge Complex mine in Letcher 
County where Dixon used to work. Dixon, 50, lost his job in December. He’s worked in the coal industry since he was 21.

CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

Global coal 
market grows
Globally, both coal demand and 
production are projected to rise, 
but not in the U.S.; projections in 
millions of tons of coal equivalent
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EXPORTS NO ANSWER FOR THOUSANDS OF LAID-OFF MINERS

“This area here, everything, 
hospitals all the way down to the 
dollar store, always depended on 

coal mining. It’s just terrible, really, 
really terrible. It’s dried up.”

Frank Dixon, 
who was laid off from his mining  

job just before Christmas

See COAL, A2
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MOSCOW — Debris from 
a meteor streaked through the 
sky with a blinding flash in 
western Siberia early Friday, 
creating a thunderous shock 
wave that damaged buildings 
across a vast territory. Rus-
sia’s Interior Ministry said 
about 1,200 people were in-
jured, 200 of them children, 
mostly from shards of shat-

tered glass.
Many of the injuries were 

reported in the city of Chely-

INJURIES, DAMAGE 
FROM SHOCK WAVE

Meteor shakes up city 
in western Siberia

By Ellen Barry 
and Andrew E. Kramer

The New York Times

The fireball is seen in this frame 
grab from a dashboard camera, 
taken on a road from Kostanai, 
Kazakhstan, to Chelyabinsk.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

See METEOR, A10

FRANKFORT — Expand-
ing instant racing to more 
Kentucky horse racetracks 
could provide additional tax 
money to help fund the state’s 
ailing pension system, House 
Speaker Greg Stumbo said 
Friday.

Wagering on instant racing 

machines — devices similar 
to slot machines that utilize 
previously run horse races 
— at two Kentucky tracks 
has generated $3.7 million in 
pari-mutuel taxes since Sept. 
2011.

By expanding instant rac-

GOP SKEPTICAL ABOUT 
STUMBO’S IDEA 

Instant racing 
seen as pension fix

By Beth Musgrave 
and Jack Brammer

bmusgrave@herald-leader.com
jbrammer@herald-leader.com
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Officials with the Lex-
ington-Fayette Health De-
partment, public library and 
Lextran say signs will come 
down or changes will be 
made to their policies on fire-
arms in order to comply with 
state law.

All three Lexington agen-
cies sought legal opinions last 
month after a revision to state 
law went into effect, barring 

local governments and gov-
ernment agencies from regu-
lating guns. The revision — 
presented by State Rep. Bob 
Damron, D-Nicholasville, as 
House Bill 500 in the 2012 
General Assembly — beefed 
up a Kentucky law prohibiting 
a city, county or merged gov-
ernment from regulating fire-
arms. It extended the reach 
of the old law to include more 
types of local governments 

THREE LEXINGTON AGENCIES TAKE DOWN 
SIGNS AFTER SEEKING LEGAL OPINIONS

Public spaces 
revise policies 
to allow guns
By Valarie Honeycutt Spears

vhoneycutt@herald-leader.com

See GUNS, A2
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so here’s
the deal...

Kentucky ranks #1
in lung cancer deaths.
Here’s one way to beat the odds.
Smoking causes about 90% of lung cancers in
the U.S., but early detection can increase your
chances of survival by nearly 50%. If you’re a
heavy smoker or an ex-smoker, you can detect
lung cancer early – at its most treatable stage –
with a simple, low-dose CT scan. Our $185
lung cancer screening is safe, effective and,
most importantly, it could save your life.

Call 855.34.KYONE (59663)
toll free to schedule your
screening at one of our
convenient locations.


