
uring his sophomore year at Murray State University, Owensboro native Anthony Clark Evans sang
his first aria. It was from Mozart’s “Cosi Fan Tutte” where a soldier named Guglielmo, dressed in
a disguise, flirts with his girlfriend in a ruse to see if she can be

faithful.
Around the same time, Evans saw his first opera in Nashville and he fell

in love with the art form. He specifically remembers one aria in Charles
Gounod’s “Faust” called “Avant de quitter ces lieux” that takes place dur-
ing an emotional parting.

He recalled that moment and the audience’s reaction recently in the of-
fices of the Swope auto dealership in Elizabethtown, where Evans is a car
salesman.

“After that point in school, I said to myself not necessarily that I’m go-
ing to sing opera for a living, but I’m going to sing for a living,” he said.

In the intervening years, Evans, a baritone, left school before he could graduate. He married a former
classmate who did graduate, and he worked some odd jobs before taking this position with Swope Toyota in
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The art critic was scathing in his
review of a painting depicting a sun-
rise over water: “A preliminary
drawing for a wallpaper pattern is
more highly finished than this sea-
scape,” scoffed Louis Leroy.

Not surprisingly, the French paint-
er on the receiving end of this scorn
was having trouble getting his work
shown in official exhibits and had to
resort to something called the Exhibi-
tion of Rejects. Thomas Kinkade
might have known how that felt. The
American artist who died April 6 was,
despite his commercial success,

derided by the official art world as
essentially a purveyor of kitsch. He
had no presence in museums, most of
which politely avoided comment on
his death.

The comparisons end there. The
French painter was Claude Monet.
He would of course overcome initial
skepticism of his work to become one
of the most beloved artists of all time.
In 2008, one of his impressionist
paintings sold for more than $80 mil-
lion.

Not that a Kinkade canvas — or
greeting card, or figurine set, or
puzzle — will ever draw $80 million.
But his death at age 54 has prompted
fresh debate about just what defines

art, anyway. Despite the
critical dislike for Kinkade’s
inviting, light-bathed land-
scapes, he made many mil-
lions, and his works, or rather
reproductions, were ubiquitous
in American homes (10 million
of them, he claimed.)

“It is clear that everyday
people need an art they can enjoy,
believe in and understand,” he wrote
in a catalog.

But is it art? If not, what is — and
who gets to decide, anyway? In the
same spirit of democracy in art of
which Kinkade spoke, we asked peo-

What makes it art?
By Jocelyn Noveck
Associated Press

A Sotheby's employee looks at Damien Hirst's
"Beautiful, Shattered, Mellow, Exploding,
Paint-filled Balloons Painting" in London. AP

Kinkade: Home decorator, kitsch-master or artist?

See PAINTER, Page I2
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» See a video of Anthony Clark
Evans singing in the online
version of this story at www.
courier-journal.com/
entertainment.

Time: 04-20-2012 14:51 User: velmore PubDate: 04-22-2012 Zone: KY Edition: 1 Page Name: I 1 Color: CyanMagentaYellowBlack


