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all but vanished.
And so another human migra-

tion began — this one toward in-
tentional, deliberate and enforce-
able protections using science,
law, government, conscience and
awareness to clean water and air
for human and animal, and to sta-
bilize animal populations and
their living spaces.

Some milestones in that mi-
gration:

The Bald Eagle Protection Act
is approved in 1940. … In the
1950s, the federal government
heeds scientists’ warnings and
starts regulating DDT, a pesti-
cide that damages the environ-
ment, including the eggs of ea-
gles. … In the early 1960s, Presi-
dent Kennedy “commends” the
National Audubon Society’s bald
eagle project to determine what
has happened to the eagle and
how to protect it, and Rachel Car-
son writes “Silent Spring,” a
game-changing book that chroni-
cles the deadly effects of pesti-
cides on birds and ecology. … In
the mid-1960s forerunners to
stronger federal laws that will
come about several years later
are enacted to address water pol-
lution, to list endangered species
— including the bald eagle — and
to purchase habitats for preser-
vation. …

In the 1970s, the march of pro-
gress was made of thunderclaps:
the first Earth Day is 42 years ago
today and, according to the Earth
Day Network, it “achieved a rare
political alignment, enlisting sup-
port from Republicans and Dem-
ocrats, richandpoor,cityslickers

and farmers, tycoons and labor
leaders.” (Except for the moon
landing and 9/11, when else did
that sort of harmonic conver-
gence occur?) In short order, the
federal government becomes a
big player in the environment:
the Environmental Protection
Agency is formed (during the Re-
publican Nixon administration)
to enforce laws that protect hu-
man health and the environment,
DDT is banned, the Endangered
Species Act is signed into law, the
Clean Water Act is expanded and
regulates discharges of pollut-
ants in water and establishes
quality standards for surface wa-
ter.

What did all that bring about?
Among other things: In 20

years’ time, by 1996, the bald ea-
gle was listed as “threatened”
rather than “endangered.” And
today, according to the National
Zoo, there are more than 6,000
nesting pairs of bald eagles in the
continental United States.

The story of the bald eagle’s
dramatic return isn’t something
that just happened, nor is it a sto-
ry that belongs to other people
and other places. It is a story that
hits very close to home.

Courier-Journal environmen-
tal reporter James Bruggers has
been writing about Ohio River
water quality and area environ-
mental issues for almost13 years.
Hehasrecordedtheslowbutsure
improvement of that water qual-
ity, as well as the distances yet to
go in making it even cleaner and
better.

In one of his many stories, he
pulled this 1967 Courier-Journal
description of the pollution in the

Ohio: “black creosote … oozes
from a wood processing plant to
coat the sides of a ditch; foul look-
ingrubberysudsthatdriveswim-
mers and boaters out of the Ohio
River in disgust; black, stinking
sewage, improperly treated, that
roils the water of the river into a
soupy brew; avalanches of gar-
bage that line the steep banks of
Beargrass Creek and tumble
down into the water.”

In the same story, Mr. Brug-
gers noted the river isn’t like that
anymore,eventhoughchemicals,
drugs and other pollutants are
still finding their way into the wa-
ter and that progress in cleaning
it up has slowed in recent years.

That ought not be the case —
because as the river has gotten
better, so have the prospects for
the bald eagle along the Ohio. In-
deed, the Ohio River has become
a bald eagle corridor; at least two
pairsarenesting inLouisvilleand
at least four are in the Louisville

area. Patient birdwatchers, and
sharp-eyed passersby, can see
themflyoverthecityandattempt
to successfully fledge their
young.

On April 5, Mr. Bruggers
charted the changes between the
bad old days and the better ones
today: Kentucky had no nesting
pairs of bald eagles from the
1950s to the mid-1980s, he wrote,
and Indiana had none as recently
as 1989. Now Kentucky has more
than100 nesting pairs (with seven
knownnestsontheKentuckyside
oftheOhioRiver)andIndianahas
between 150 and 160 nesting
pairs, with eight or nine along the
Ohio.

(A pair of bald eagles has built
a nest close to the area where an
eastern bridge is supposed to be
built over the Ohio. Laws protect
the eagles, despite their being off
the endangered list. The biolo-
gist, engineer and resource offi-
cer Mr. Bruggers interviewed

hope the construction project and
theeagleswillbeabletoco-exist.)

In our lifetimes, we have seen
the symbol of this nation go from
near extinction to repopulation.
That has happened because of
good, sustained intentions and
good use of government as a tool
to protect and nurture all manner
of life. In light of these results, it
is particularly sad and alarming
to see the same intentions and
laws undergoing withering at-
tack and attempted rollbacks, the
latest casualties of expanding
culture wars.

The bald eagle can teach us
how to soar above those things. It
is not only a national symbol of
might and independence, it is a
living reminder of what people
and government can do and the
heritage they can confer, if only
they care and if only they try.

That is a potent message for
every day, but especially Earth
Day.

A pair of eagles nests last month along the Ohio River near the site of the future East End bridge.
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have moved elsewhere and tak-
en new positions.

Maybe we need to think
smaller and find a sustainable
size we can support. (This does
not excuse the poor treatment
our musicians have received.)

This stunning performance
of a smaller orchestra helped
me realize the possibilities that
may still be. One standing ova-
tion after another proved there
is still hunger for an orchestra
in Louisville.

NANCY PETERSON
Louisville 40205

One-sided liberals
After reading your editorial

on indigent care and the Af-
fordable Care Act, it was ap-
parent that regardless of edito-
rial turnover, the modern liber-
al is still firmly in charge at
The Courier-Journal. Given the
lack of acknowledgment in
your commentary of the legiti-
mate objections to this legisla-
tion, a reader can only con-
clude that the writers will re-
flexively support bigger and
more intrusive government as

Editorial contributions
The announcement that

Keith Runyon recently won a
major professional award for
his hospital merger editorials
was a well-deserved honor
with a bittersweet twist — giv-
en the departure last week of
Keith and his editorial page
colleague Steve Ford and an-
other dozen or more greatly
talented Courier-Journal re-
porters and staff members.

There is reason to worry
about what this means for our
community. But for now, I want
to honor what Keith Runyon
and Steve Ford and their re-
cently departed editorial col-
leagues including David
Hawpe and Ed Bennett contrib-
uted over the last four decades.

Newspapers can be useful
for entertainment purposes
and practical living informa-
tion. In the past 150 years, how-
ever, they have been critical
for our self-governing democ-
racy. Editorial pages have been
the beating heart of our nation-
al and local analysis of public
issues and political leadership.
And we have been wonderfully
well-served locally by The Cou-
rier-Journal.

Like countless others, I have
felt the lash of sharply worded
Courier-Journal editorials. But
it is impossible to overstate the
enormous value of the well-in-
formed, well-reasoned and un-
corrupted contributions that
the editorials have made to our
most important public deci-
sions: selecting honest and
competent political leaders
and judges, demanding trans-
parent and accountable state
and local government, devel-
oping high-quality state and lo-
cal secondary and post-second-
ary public education, preserv-
ing separation of church and
state, promoting workplace
safety and environmental
stewardship, and increasing
tolerance and respect for all
citizens — regardless of race,
gender, wealth, sexual orienta-
tion or religious affiliation.

Many thanks to Keith and
Steve and David and Ed, and
good luck to those who follow
in your huge footsteps.

DAVID TACHAU
Louisville 40207

Fine legislators?
Instead of taxpayers getting

stuck with $60,000 a day for our
lawmakers being bad at their
jobs, let’s turn it around. We
elect these people and they
know the job before they run
for office. They should be fined
$60,000 a day for being late and
not doing their job they said
they would. I’d bet a dollar the
job would be done on time.
Let’s do it!

GARY KRUSE
Brandenburg, Ky. 40108

Hunger for orchestra
Louisville’s hunger for an

orchestra was palpable
Wednesday evening. The Whit-
ney Hall at the Kentucky Cen-
ter for the Arts was filled to ca-
pacity. Joshua Bell and the
Academy of St. Martin in the
Fields Chamber Orchestra
simply thrilled us.

No doubt quite a few of us
wondered if Louisville could
sustain a smaller orchestra of
this size, which was half the
size of our former orchestra.
About half of our musicians

the norm for American life and
that requires a swift rebuttal.

First, the individual man-
date raises the question of just
how much control we plan to
give the federal government
over various types of com-
merce in this country. You
must have some concerns here.
For example, you would draw
the line at government-run
newspapers, wouldn’t you?
Second, do you really think the
government can enforce a
mandate to collect the penalty
for not having insurance let
alone run a monolith like the
health care industry any better
than what we have seen evolve
in the last century? Remember,
the confidence level of the av-
erage American in Congress is
so low that our democratically
elected legislators should
question whether their collec-
tive judgment will guarantee
their return to Washington af-
ter the next election.

Finally, do you believe the
American dollar can survive
this monstrosity? The elastic
currency policy of the Federal

Reserve ... has already distort-
ed traditional markets to the
point of rendering the past use-
less in predicting asset values.
Remember when cash in a sav-
ings account actually earned
interest? Have you noticed the
quintupling of the price of
farm land in Iowa in the last
decade? Heck, even the Brazil-
ians are complaining that the
Fed debasement of the dollar is
killing their economy. At a
minimum, your editorials on
these “progressive” policies
should address these concerns.
If you’re trying to convince
people that your position has
merit, you have to do more than
assume a one-sided liberal per-
spective will win the argu-
ment.

GARY OWEN
Louisville 40223

Pants on fire
Thank you for publishing

the April 16 response of U.S.
Rep. John Yarmuth, Democrat,
3rd District, to U.S. Sen. Mitch
McConnell, Republican, Ken-
tucky. Mr. McConnell had an
article on March 23 regarding
Obamacare. Mr. Yarmuth
opened my eyes somewhat.
Hopefully Mr. McConnell and
Mr. Yarmuth will be able to dis-
cuss Obamacare in depth pub-
licly in the very near future —
soon — as I believe Mr. McCon-
nell’s pants are on fire and he
needs to put it out.

ANN W. MALISZEWSKI
Louisville 40205

HOW TO SUBMIT LETTERS
Letters to the editor are welcomed.
They should be addressed to:
Readers’ Forum
The Courier-Journal
P.O. Box 740031
Louisville, Ky. 40201-7431
Our e-mail address is:
cjletter@courier-journal.com
Letters can also be faxed to us at:
(502) 582-4155.
Best-read letters are under 200 words and
on topics of general interest. A letter must
be original and contain the signature,
address and daytime telephone number of
its writer. The editors reserve the right to
condense or reject any letter and to limit
frequent writers.
Letters to the editor, opinion and editorial
columns, and articles submitted to The
Courier-Journal may be distributed in print,
electronic or other forms.
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