
s- -" IT SCREAMS! Whitesburg, Letcher count

Board asks PT

to decide what
school is first

A new high school building or a
new grade schoolbuilding which
do you want to be built first?

The Letcher County Board of
Education asked the Whitesburg
PTA this week to consider the two
possibilities and decide which
building should he constructed
first.

Whitesburg's building needs
were discussed by the board and
a PTA committee which included
Mrs. Troy Stallard, Mrs. Clyde
Lucas, Mrs. Virginia Craft, Joe
Reynolds, High School Principal
JackBurkich and Grade Principal
Leonard Morgan.

School Superintendent Sanford
Adams indicated the board ex-

pects tobe able to start construc-
tion 'of a new Whitesburg school
within the next 18 months.

Adams said that in recent years
the county has been able to un-

dertake new schoolbuilding pro-
jects at the rate of two new
buildings every 18 months. He
noted that construction is just
getting under way on the new
Cowan school and on an addition
to the Eolia school.

Adams said the board wants to
continue its

program, andplans to erect
new buildings in the Kona-Mill-sto- ne

and the Whitesburg areas
next.

The Kona-Millsto- ne and The
Whitesburg projects are next in
priority under a school construc-
tion program recommended by the
State Department of Education,
Adams said.

Actually, the state plan calls
for two new consolidated grade
schools in the Whitesburg area,
one on the west and the other on
the east side of town. Adams
and members of the board gener-
ally expressed belief, however,
that a second new elementary

. school in the Whitesburg area
would be many years away and
that a new high school should
have priority.

But as to whether a new high
school ' should be built before
either of the proposed new grade
schools, Adams said critics of the
present high school plant over-
look the fact the old Whitesburg
Hi eh School building actually

"We in Hazard are determined
that our community will be a
pilot example of doing the most
we can for ourselves and that it
will be a successful proving
ground for an overall pro-
gram to bring real opportuni-
ty to our people, " Mayor Willie
Dawahare of Hazard told mem-
bers of the United States Confer-
ence of Mayors in Honolulu this
week.

Hazard is in a region which
"has been hit by every problem
that troubles Americatwice as
hard, " Dawahare said.

"With automation in coal mines
and loss of coal markets; dwind-
ling timber reserves; loss of mar-
ginal farming opportunities; the
absence of an established indus-
trial base For new growth Eas-

tern Kentucky represents the
most severely distressed area in
the United States," Dawahare
said. "We're not proud of this.
But we are proud of Eastern Ken-
tucky and we have to face these
facts to rebuild a fair opportuni-
ty for people to live in this great
region."

Dawahare credited the admin-
istration of Gov. Bert Combs and
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houses only a small portion of tl
high school.

The high school, Adams saic
uses 41 classrooms, of which oni.
six are housed In the old build
ing. Other high school classes
are conducted in the recently
built English and

'
science build-

ings, and in the gymnasium
UUUUlllg.

Two additional classrooms will -

be made available in the gym
building on August 1 when the
offices of the superintendent and
his staff are moved into the for-
mer Arthur Banks residence.

PTA spokesman Joe Reynolds
asked about the school system's
future financial prospects in
terms of its ability to build new
schools.

Adams replied that he has not
sat down and figured out just
where the county schools are in
terms of bonded indebtedness, but
said the system has been doing
quite well in paying off bonds and
expects to finish paying off com-

pletely its debt for the Fleming-Neo- n

Grade School within the
next year or so.

"Just as soon as we can get in
debt for a new school building we
ought to go ahead," Reynolds
commented.

Board member Ray Collins ex-

pressed belief the county should
erect the new Whitesburg High
School building first, and then
wait and see what happens to the
county's population before it un-

dertakes other new sctiools.
Reynolds commented that the

county is developing a population
of older people, ana said the
county doesn't have many young-
er couples settling down with
children.

Board member Dr. B. F. Wright
remarked lie had been saying the
same thing about Letcher's pop-
ulation trends, but said those
that are settling down are having
"plenty of children. "

Superintendent Adams remarked
that despite the county's heavy
population losses of recent years
the school census has remained
fairly constant. He said increased
holding power and enrollment in
the high schools has offset the
decline in grade school pupils.

his special assistant, John Whis-
man, with setting up the plan of
attack on Hazard's problems.

"Our progress in Eastern Ken-
tucky began with the adminis-
tration of our presentgovernor, "
Dawahare said. The area's
problems and the action that
would have to be taken to meet
them were "lealistically out-

lined" . by the Eastern Kentucky
Regional Planning Commission
set up by Gov. A. B. Chandler
in a report made at the time of
Combs inauguration, Dawahare
said.

"The new governor recognized
the report as a blueprint for ac-

tion, " he added.
"Construction of a regional

highway is moving fast, and a
great section leading toward
Hazard is already in use. No
single action is more dramatic
or symbolic than the great high-
way which is a breakthrough to
the barrier of isolation of our
mountain country.

Dawahare recalled the three-da- y

meeting of a federal task
force in Hazard some months a-- go

and said that meeting laid
tne proundwock for the success

if

HDNOFED--CaT- Ol' Joyce David- -
son, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Mitchell Davidson, has won a
four-ye- ar scholarship in music
to Morehead State-Colleg- She
is one of four Whitesburg High
band students to be so honored.

Salary
try fails

School board member Ray Col-
lins made-a- n unsuccessful effort
this week to guarantee Letcher
County teachers 100 per cent of
state minimum foundation salary
scales.

Collins recalled that when the
minimum foundation program
first went into effect counties
were permitted to set teacher pay
scales at either 90 or 100 per
cent of the figures spelled out in
the foundation law, and said
Letcher County chose the 90 per
cent figure.

The difference, Collins said,
would be about $250 to $300 for
each teacher in the county.

Collins said many other school
districts are paying the full 100
per cent figure, and expressed
belief Letcher could do so.

Superintendent Sanford Adams
said Letcher is paying its teachers
100 per cent of state funds that
have come along since' the orig-
inal program even though, he
said, other mountain counties are
not doing so.

Adams said the only counties
paying the full 100 per cent of
all foundation funds including the
original funds are the districts in
wealthier counties.

(Continued on Page 2)

Hazard has had in using federal
and state programs.

"And we are having success!"
he said. "The thousands of peo-
ple who will travel the new
Mountain Parkway into Eastern
Kentucky will soon see a new
center of our mountain economy
developing in the city of Haz-
ard. We have taken all the help
we could get. We have used ev-
ery program we could use, where
before we didn't know how to
use any helpful programs. We
now have a full time planner,
Mr. Paul Townes, working for
our community. We have
learned to use technical assist-

ance, to have plans ready in ad-

vance, and to work and work
until we find a way to carry out
the plans. "

"We have used every program
available urban renewal, com-

munity facilities, publichousing,
area redevelopment, small busi-

ness administration and acceler-
ated public works. We have
shaped a long-ter- m workable
program which we incend to
carry through. ' ,'

"Local projects, area projects,
regional projects, statewide prb
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The Area Redevelopment Ad-

ministration has given the Unit-
ed Presbyterian Church a total of
$3,900,000 to be used to buy
five United Mine Workers Wel-
fare Fund hospitals in Kentucky,
including the one at Whitesburg.

The announcement of the grant
came from the White House after
months of negotiations between
the various agencies involved.

Sen. John Sherman Cooper's
office telephoned The Mountain
Eagle about the White House an-
nouncement.

Senator Cooper said:
"The purchase of the five Eas-

tern Kentucky hospitals by the
Board of Missions of the United
Presbyterian Church and the
President's announcement of an
ARA grant to make it possible is
good news.

"I discussed the present and fu-

ture needs of Eastern Kentucky,
including the hospitals, with Un-

dersecretary of Commerce Roo-
sevelt earlier this week.

"I am very glad that continued
hospital services are now assured
for they are necessary to the
welfare and development of the
communities in the areas they

"serve.
Announcement of an ARA grant

tobuy the hospitals came almost
on the eve of a visit toKentucky
by Undersecretary of Commerce
Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr. and a
group of federal officials. They
are to meet with Kentucky lead-
ers next Thursday, June 20, at
Jennie Wiley State Park near
Prestfonsburg for a day of confer-
ences on Eastern Kentucky prob-
lems.

Gov. Bert Combs of Kentucky

Sixty persons were chosen this
week for service on the grand
and petit jury panel of Letcher
Circuit Court during its July
term.

The list includes Frank Cau-di- ll,

W. M. Caudill, Millard
Lucas, Jeff Whitaker, Mahlorr
Brown, Ishmael Combs, R. B.
lanks, Mrs. Harve Hall. B. B.

jects Hazard is active in all of
them.

"We can't whip our problem in
Hazard or in Eastern Kentucky or
in the great Appalachian region
until we have a great deal more
help to shane a' great program of

(Continued on Page 2)

US mayors hear Dawahare

Thursday,

ARA gives funds
for Presbyterians
to buy hospitals

V'TTHE DWAHARF

is expected to call the General
Assembly into special session
soon to expand state aid to the
medically indigent in order to
bolster the economic situation at
the hospitals.

Besides the hospital here, the
ARA grant will be used to buy
those at Hazard, Middlesboro,
McDowell and Harlan. .

Other ARA projects in Eastern
Kentucky received a severe set-
back this week when the House
of Representatives defeated a
bill which would have given
ARA $450, 000, 000 in additional
funds.

The civil rights dispute in the
South was given as the cause for
the refusal of Southern Demo-
crats to vote for the bill, which
lost by five votes.

John Whisman, special assist-
ant to Governor Combs, said the
defeat of the bill apparently
jeopardizes the Cloud City tpur-i-st

resort here and the proposal of
Hazard residents to set up a sim-
ilar resort known as Magic Moun-
tain in Perry County.

he would
try again tor more. money for
ARA but Washington observers
gave the measure little chance of
passage this year.

An ARA tourist team already
had directed postponement of
the two projects, in effect. The
team, which is responsible for
inspecting all such proposals
seeking ARA funds and passing
upon them, said the projects
fit in with development needs
in the Appalachian area but
should be delayed until new
roads into the area are

Jurors chosen
Banks, all of Whitesburg; J. S.
Holbrook, Mrs. Willa Hall,
John Reynolds, all of Millstone;
W. M. Fleming Sr., NoahBir-chu- m,

Hays Little, Rebecca
Graham, all of Jackhom; H. L.
Donahue, Mrs. Glenn Gilliam,
Mrs. Dewey Sturgill, H. M.
Dotson. Logan Rife, Herman

(Continued on Page 11)

PURGATION STARTS

The first of thousands of names
expected to be purged from the
voting lists in Letcher County
appear in today's Mountain Ea-

gle.
County Clerk Charlie Wright

said he has 20, 000 voters regis-
tered in Letcher County, but he
believes the number of qualified
voters is considerably less than
that.

Under Kentucky law, only per-
sons who actually live in Letcher
County are entitled to vote here.
Persons who have left the county
may no longer vote by abientee
ballot unless they are students or
government workers or members
of the armed forces. Many who"
have previously voted absentee
must now be taken from the rolls
of qualified voters. Still others
have moved within the county
but failed to change their regis-
tration to their new precincts.

The Board of Registration and
Purgation is currently in session
going through the registration
books and removing names of
those persons it believerare no
longer qualified to vote. Per-
sons who are purged may pro-
test by appearing before the
board at the county clerk's of-

fice. The list begins on Pa,-"-.

8.


