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Landlords 
don’t want 
trash fi nes
They ask for amendment 
to make tenants pay up

Group suggests 
human rights 
commission
City, county will consider it

Car flips, 3 taken to hospital
Driver says he slid on wet pavement, couldn’t avoid collision
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WEEKLY POLL: Revitalization aid
Which location is the better candidate for revitalization assistance, 
Bellepoint or the Old Y?   Bellepoint, 71%  Old Y, 28%
Total votes: 109
Vote on state-journal.com or mark Bellepoint q  Old Y q
and return
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nLady Flyers tennis beats Shelby
nFCHS’ Timmons, Mayes honored
nFCHS blasts WHHS
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Economic outlook brightens, retail sales rise
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Emergency workers respond to a collision Monday morning on Schenkel Lane.

IT’S AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH
MOTHER OF AUTISTIC SON EXPLAINS: IT’S DIFFERENT FOR EVERY CHILD  •   SPECTRUM A6
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An elderly Frankfort cou-
ple and a Louisville man were 
taken to Frankfort Regional 
Medical Center after a Toyo-
ta Avalon fl ipped at the inter-
section of Schenkel Lane and 
Ridgeview Drive around 11 
a.m. Monday, police say.

Forty-four-year-old Wil-
liam Gonzalez, of Frankfort, 
was driving a Ford Econo-
line van southbound on Rid-
geview Drive when he at-
tempted to brake at the stop 
sign at Schenkel Lane, said 
Maj. Fred Deaton, of Frank-
fort Police.

Gonzalez told police he 
slid on the wet pavement in-
to the intersection and struck 
the side of the Avalon driven 
by 85-year-old Francis Ison, 
Deaton said.

That caused the car to 
spin, strike a fi re hydrant and 
fl ip, Deaton said. It landed in 
the ditch on the south side of 
Schenkel Lane. When the car 
came to a rest, the van struck 
its side a second time, Dea-
ton said.

Frankfort fi refi ghters cut 
Ison and her passenger, 92-
year-old Robert Ison, from 
the car while the fi re hydrant 
leaked and caused fl ooding 
on the street.

The Isons and Gonzalez’s 
passenger, 44-year-old Rob-
ert Dethridge, were taken 
to the hospital. Francis Ison 
complained of leg pain, Rob-
ert Ison complained of head 

and facial pain, and Deth-
ridge complained of back 
pain, Deaton said. 

Each was treated and re-
leased Monday from the 
hospital.

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM                

Jessie McKinney, 12, and Jacob Eads, 9, talk with Jerry Milburn, founder of Commons 4 Kids. Milburn gave Jacob a baseball player 
action figure that he won during opening day of the Anderson County Little League Saturday. Milburn donated 162,000 baseball 
cards to little leaguers Saturday. 
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A
fter his collection 
reached nearly 
80,000 last sum-
mer, avid baseball 

card collector Jerry Milburn 
decided to give away some of 
his stash. 

His goal: Donate a million 
cards to charity, something 
he originally thought would 
take more than a decade.

Until others decided to 
pitch in.

 “I said it’d be cool to do-
nate a million,” Milburn 
said. “At the rate I was (col-
lecting), I fi gured it’d take 10, 
15 years.” 

“Then they started send-
ing them … and it’s blown 
up into this.” 

The “this” Milburn re-
fers to is the spread of cards 
taking over his kitchen ta-
ble.  Boxes are piled near the 
back door. There are binders 
of them in his living room. 
And boxes are stacked to the 

ceiling in a spare bedroom 
he calls the “card room.”

But the cards don’t be-
long to Milburn, who lives in 
Lawrenceburg and works in 
Frankfort for the Energy and 
Environment Cabinet’s Di-
vision of Water. 

They’re all for Commons 
4 Kids, the organization he 
started last August that has 
allowed him to donate more 
than 400,000 cards to char-
ities and youth organiza-
tions.  

When Milburn would buy 
a pack of baseball cards, he 
estimated he’d keep about 10 
percent – the “good cards” – 
then throw the other 90 per-
cent – “the commons” – on a 
shelf in the closet. 

Commons 4 Kids began 
as a way to get those com-
mons off his shelf and into 
the hands of kids, Milburn 
said. 

“Back when we were kids, 
we would trade cards, but it 

Collector’s card charity uncommon
Commons 4 Kids hopes to donate 1 million cards by end of the year

See BASEBALL CARDS, A8
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Landlords will be able 
to waive responsibility for 
the pay-as-you-throw $25 
garbage fi nes to their ten-
ants after the City Com-
mission passes an ordi-
nance amendment later 
this month.

Currently, the program 
charges property owners 
for fi nes. But the Frankfort 
Landlord’s Association re-
quested a change to alle-
viate their responsibilities 
for the $25 fi nes when their 
tenants make the errors.

The garbage amendment 
will allow landlords to pass 
their responsibility for the 
fi nes and warnings to the 
tenant after both parties 
sign a waiver form provid-
ed by the city.

Robert Bullock, repre-
sentative for the landlord’s 
association and attorney, 
told the commissioners in 
March the problem needs 

to be addressed soon be-
cause landlords are being 
cited when their residents 
are not complying with the 
new pay-as-you-throw gar-
bage system.

For example, property 
owners are cited under the 
new ordinance if the ten-
ants use incorrect contain-
ers or place overflowing 
carts on the curb.

It isn’t productive to 
charge landlords for the 
mistakes of tenants, Bullock 
said in March. If the fi nes 
are supposed to be a deter-
rent, they should go direct-
ly to the ones who made the 
violations, he added.  

 But the issue isn’t cut-
and-dry.

Public Works Director 
Jeff Hackbart says the cur-
rent system for charging the 
fi nes is working well for the 
solid waste crew, because 
it’s easier to site the owner 
of a building than a tenant 

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
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The City Commission 
and Fiscal Court have 
started a discussion about 
bringing back a human 
rights commission after its 
dismissal in the 1970s. 

During a joint City Com-
mission and Fiscal Court 
meeting Monday after-
noon, representatives from 
the Kentucky Commis-
sion on Human Rights said 
about 24 counties have es-
tablished human rights 
commissions to act as advi-
sory groups on local human 
rights issues.

The local commissions 
help residents address is-
sues including disability 
accommodations and age 
discrimination, and pro-
vide assistance to the state 
commission, state program 
coordinator Glenda Green 
said. 

In most instances, the 

Franklin County board 
would refer issues to the 
state commission, which 
employs 26 people – 10 less 
than seven years ago, add-
ed John Johnson, executive 
director of the state com-
mission.

It was formed 52 years 
ago but hasn’t eradicated 
every human rights issue 
from Kentucky, Johnson 
said. 

Age discrimination, 
women’s rights, health 
care, diversity in commu-
nities and schools and dis-
ability accommodations 
will be focal points of the 
commission.

“Sometimes it is good 
to hear from the citizens 
about the issues going on 
locally,” Johnson said.

The state commission 
has encouraged local gov-
ernments to charge a com-
mission with making re-

See TRASH FINES, A7
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