
So far four people have been indicted by a Whitley 
County Grand Jury in connection with a multi-county 
burglary ring.

Two additional suspects remain incarcerated in 
the Whitley County Detention Center and have been 
ordered to report to Whitley Circuit Court next month 
to see if they have been indicted by a grand jury.

All this has stemmed from a joint investigation 
involving the Whitley County Sheriff’s Department, 
Williamsburg Police Department and Kentucky State 
Police into am area burglary ring.

In most cases, police say the suspects simply 
smashed in doors when they believed the residents 
weren’t home, and concentrated on taking primar-
ily jewelry, cash and pills while bypassing expensive 

See BURGLARY, page A-10
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Synthetic marijuana bans
 Corbin City Commission and Williamsburg Coun-
cil pass fi rst reading on bans — page A-5.

Hitting the trail
Corbin receives $100,000 from state to build 
bike and pedestrian path — page A-3. Boys, girls square off to fi nd out 

who’s tops in the 50th District
See SPORTS Section C

Corbin student is PRIDE 
t-shirt design winner— A-2
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Photo by TRENT KNUCKLES
The customer’s best friend: Maggie J’s Dress Shop Owner Maxine Von Gruenigen assists Kathryn Owens 
and Denise Bryant in the downtown Corbin store late Monday afternoon. Maggie J’s will celebrate it’s 70th 
year of continued operation in downtown Corbin this Friday and Saturday with special events.

Package alcohol referendum passes by 98 votes
CORBIN VOTERS SAY ‘YES’

Corbin has gone from moist to wet.
In Tuesday’s special election, voters narrowly approved a 

measure to allow package alcohol sales within the city limits 
by a combined total of 887-789 — just 98 votes separating the 
two sides.

The contentious referendum was no surprise to organizers 
who proposed the ballot initiative in December. 
Barbourville voted down a similar proposal last 
week. Anti-alcohol forces, emboldened by the vic-
tory, had hoped to parlay that success in Corbin.

Kurt Kraus, Chairman of Corbin Citizens for 
Economic Progress, the group behind the effort to 
bring expanded liquor sales to Corbin, said after Tuesday’s 
vote he felt the result was a “progressive move” for the city 
that could be used as a “springboard” for future economic 
progress.

“This isn’t about me or anybody else,” Kraus said. “This 
is about the taxes this is going to bring in and the money for 
our city and the truth about what this will do for us ... We just 

stuck by our guns and told the truth and let people make their 
own minds up.”

Not everyone was celebratory.
“We are disappointed,” said Chad Fugitt, Pastor at Central 

Baptist Church and chairman of Concerned Citizens for 
Corbin, a group created to defeat the proposal. “We had hoped 
the community would vote the proposal down. At the same 
time, our heart for this community has not changed. We loved 
this community before this vote and through this process and 

we are going to continue to love this community,” 
he said.

Fugitt said these are the issues that invoke strong 
opinions on both sides, but everyone he has spoken 
with on both sides has remained respectful and he 
is confident any rifts will quickly heal.

Concerned Citizens for Corbin provided a well organized 
opposition to expanded liquor sales, printing and distributing 
over 500 yard signs and canvassing neighborhoods roughly a 
week before the vote in an effort to win support.

The efforts paid some dividends, even though they fell 

See ALCOHOL, page A-9

Reaching a milestone… Corbin’s Forcht named 
to tax reform board

City leaders make Salmons a 
full-time Main Street Manager

Group will suggest changes to KY tax laws

A Corbin businesswoman is one 
of 23 Kentuckians, representing a 
broad spectrum of public and pri-
vate sector interests, who will serve 
on a Blue Ribbon Commission 
tasked with reforming the state’s 
tax code.

Marion Forcht said she was 
honored when asked by Kentucky 
Gov. Steve Beshear to serve on 
the Commission on Tax Reform. 

Though there are 
23 total mem-
bers, she is one 
of just 16 voting 
members.  The 
remainder serve 
in an advisory 
or “ex officio” 
capacity.

“It is our intent 
to modernize and 
update the tax 

See TAXES, page A-9

Almost two years after com-
missioners made the Corbin Main 
Street Manager position part-time 
in a budget-cutting move, com-
missioners voted Monday night to 
return it to a full-time position.

The commissioners approved the 
motion to make Andrew Salmons a 
full-time employee on the recom-
mendation of new City Manager 
Michael Phillips.

“I’m satisfied that there is,” 
Phillips said when asked if there is 
room in the city’s budget for this.

Phillips said he spoke with 
Salmons Tuesday afternoon about 

the salary requirements. The details
are still being ironed out and will 
need to be approved by the com-
missioners at the March meeting. 
Phillips said he will not release 
details until then.

Phillips said the Main Street man-
ager position has evolved since June
2010 when the commissioner voted
to make it a part-time position.

Salmons, who has been on the 
job since September, said it was a 
mutual decision to return the posi-
tion to full-time.

“Once I got into the position, 
we saw what needed to be done,”
Salmons said

See MANAGER,  page A-10

MAN WITH THE PLAN

Big time operator: 
Corbin Main Street 
M a n a g e r  A n d y 
Salmons, at left, 
will now serve in a 
full-time capacity. 
City leaders voted 
Monday to make 
the position full-
time again after two 
years at part-time 
as a budget cutting 
measure.

Photo by TRENT 
KNUCKLES

■ By Dean Manning and Trent Knuckles
for the News Journal

Photo by DEAN MANNING
Yea or Nay: More than 1,600 votes were cast Tuesday in 
Corbin’s alcohol referendum. Lauran West casts a ballot at 
Central Primary.

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com

Four indicted for multi-county burglary spree
■ By Mark White

mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com

Forcht

One of Corbin’s most iconic 
downtown businesses is celebrat-
ing a milestone this weekend.

Maggie J’s Dress Shop will 
officially turn 70-years-old on 
Saturday, and owner Maxine Von 
Gruenigen said even at age 82 she 
still enjoys every day she spends 
in the store.

“Everybody says, ‘why don’t 

you retire and go home?’ I always 
tell them, I am at home. This 
store is more home to me than 

my home,” Von Gruenigen said. 
“I don’t know what it is. When 
I come here in the morning and 
turn those lights on and walk 
through this store, there’s just a 
sense of self-satisfaction. I don’t 
dread it. Maybe there’s some-
thing wrong with me, but hon-
estly I still enjoy coming down 
here. I enjoy doing this.”

Maggie J’s first opened in 

See 70, page A-?

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com ❛❛ This store is more 

home to me than my 
home …❜❜

— MAXINE VON GREUNIGEN

OWNER, MAGGIE J’S
■ By Dean Manning

dmannning@corbinnewsjournal.com
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