
P o l i c e  a r r e s t e d  a 
Williamsburg man, who 
was wanted on three sepa-
rate warrants, late Thursday 
evening hiding with his girl-
friend in a barn.

About 8:30 p.m., the 
Wi l l i a m s b u r g  P o l i c e 
Depar tment ,  Kentucky 
State Police and Kentucky 
Proba t ion  and  Pa ro le 
responded to a residence at 
518 Flat Creek Road.

Wi l l i amsburg  Pol ice 
Officer Brandon White had 
received information that 
a fugitive was hiding in a 
barn located on the property, 
Williamsburg Police Chief 
Wayne Bird wrote in a press 
release. “Upon arrival offi-
cers located Dustin Chad 
Lawson and his girlfriend, 
Lakin Ayers, inside a barn 
owned by Lawson’s grand-
parents,” Bird wrote.

He said the pair were 
arrested without incident.

“They were actually hid-
ing out in a barn,” Bird said. 
“We kind of surprised him 
so he didn’t have anywhere 
to run.”

Lawson, 27, had three 
outstanding warrants for his 
arrest, two of which were 
from Whitley County.

One warrant was for fail-
ing to appear in circuit court 
on a drug trafficking charge, 
Bird said.

A second warrant dealt 
with a second-degree flee-
ing or evading charge from 
an earlier attempt by White 
to apprehend Lawson on the 
failure to appear warrant.

On March 27, White and 
Williamsburg Police Officer 
Jason Strunk received infor-
mation that Lawson was 
at a residence on Goldbug 
Church Road. At the time 
he had two active warrants 
for his arrest, White wrote 
in the warrant.

Probation and parole 
officers were monitoring 
Lawson and had issued him 
an ankle-monitoring brace-
let that police believed he 
had cut off, White wrote.

When White and Strunk 
went to the residence, White 
observed Lawson exit a 
black Cadillac in the drive-
way. Lawson took off run-
ning on foot with Strunk 
and White giving chase.

The chase went through 
the back yard into the 
woods, then across the 
parking lot of the Kentucky 
Consular Center, and across 
a major roadway through 
traffic, White wrote.

Lawson then went into a 
briar field and through the 
woods where he took off his 
white shirt, and police lost 
sight of him, according to 
the warrant.

The third warrant was a 
probation revocation war-
rant out of Fayette County, 

which stemmed from a felo-
ny receiving stolen property
charge.

Police also charged Ayers,
19, of Williamsburg, with 
hindering prosecution or 
apprehension. White told
Ayers on March 27 not to be 
around Lawson because he 
was wanted and that if she 
was to call police, he wrote
on her arrest citation.

She had knowledge that 
Lawson was a wanted
fugitive being sought by 
police and allegedly ren-
dered assistance to him to 
help him avoid apprehen-
sion, White wrote. Both 
were lodged in the Whitley 
County Detention Center.

Ayers was released on a 
$750 surety bond Saturday.

Lawson pleaded not
guilty to the fleeing or evad-
ing police charge during 
his arraignment Monday 
morning in Whitley District
Court. District Judge Cathy
Prewitt scheduled a July 25
pretrial conference in the 
case and ordered Lawson
held without bond due to his
other charges.

Other officers assist-
ing at the scene includ-
ed: Williamsburg Police
Detective Bobby Freeman,
K-9 Officer Brandon Prewitt
and his partner, Rico, KSP
Trooper  Tony Dingess 
and Kentucky Probation
and Parole Officer Trevor
Teague.

On the day before Earth Day, 
Williamsburg police arrested an 
Emlyn man for allegedly burglar-
izing a local recycling center and 
stealing from it.

Detec t ive  Bobby Freeman 
charged Jonathan Wayne Lawson, 
25, with public intoxication, third-
degree burglary, receiving stolen 
property under $10,000 and third-
degree criminal trespass.

About 11:30 a.m. Saturday, 

Williamsburg police responded to 
the Savoy Road area after getting 
a complaint that a male subject 
was lying on the railroad tracks, 
Williamsburg Police Chief Wayne 
Bird said in a press release.

When police found Lawson, he 
appeared to be very intoxicated and 
under the influence of prescription 
narcotics, Bird said.

Police talked with witnesses, who 
described seeing a male subject car-
rying items from Eastern Kentucky 
Recycling Center, which is also 
located on Savoy Road.

“Officers recovered several items 
from the railroad tracks believed to 
have been taken from the recycling 
center,” Bird said.

Several pieces of scrap metal 
were found besides the railroad 
tracks, and Lawson admitted tak-
ing the items, Freeman wrote on the 
arrest citation.

“Upon entering the recycling 
center officers discovered several 
pieces of equipment damaged. The 
recycling center was closed at the 
time,” Bird said.

The property owners were notified 

and identified the recovered prop-
erty. Police estimated that Lawson 
allegedly caused over $1,000 worth 
of damage. This will likely result 
in a criminal mischief charge being 
filed at a later date, Bird said.

“According to the video, he 
entered and remained in there for 
five hours. He was throwing scrap 
metal over the fence, old radia-
tors and so forth. I presume he was 
going to take them to another scrap 
yard to get some money,” Bird 
added.

Lawson was lodged in the Whitley 

County Detention Center.
He pleaded not guilty during his 

arraignment Monday morning in 
Whitley District Court.

Judge Cathy Prewitt appointed the
public advocate’s office to represent
Lawson and scheduled an April 30 
preliminary hearing in the case.

Prewitt set a $15,000 cash bond, 
and also ordered that Lawson wear
an ankle-monitoring bracelet if he 
posts bond. Freeman is investigating 
the case, and was assisted by Officer
Jim Pool and Whitley County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Jeff Anderson.
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Recycling center burglarized, damaged

Photos by TRENT KNUCKLES
Taking out the trash: Above, Jerry Parsley, tosses bags of garbage into a large dumpster 
at the Laurel Lake Spillway Saturday. Parsley was one of about 250 people to help out at the 
annual Laurel Lake Cleanup.

Fugitive nabbed hiding 
in his grandparents’ barn

■ By Mark White
mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com

Bond lowered for abuse suspect

250 volunteers pitch in 
to clean-up Laurel Lake

Annual Corbin PRIDE clean-up set for Saturday

About  250  vo lun teer 
descended on Laurel Lake 
this past Saturday - but it 
wasn’t to swim or fish or 
enjoy a leisurely day on the 
houseboat.

Instead, they set out in 
teams to scour the lake and 
surrounding wilderness for 
trash in an effort to preserve 
the scenic beauty of one of 
the area’s most valuable natu-
ral treasures.

“I think what we are doing 
is starting to make a big dif-
ference,” said Amy Allen, 
Outdoor Events Coordinator 
for the U.S. Forest Service. 
Allen is based in the London 
District Ranger’s Station.

“Of course, actually going 
out and picking up the trash 
has helped. But I think more 
than that, it’s the education 
part of this. People are seeing 
what it does and they start to 
think twice now about just 
throwing stuff on the ground 
or in the lake.”

Cool, wet weather may 
have kept some volunteers 
away from the popular annu-
al event. This year marks the 
11th year for the cleanup. It 
has become a main event in 
a series of spring cleanups 
sponsored by Eastern 

See LAKE, page A-5
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Area residents are invited to 
come and help beautify down-
town Corbin. Corbin Main Street 
will host the annual Corbin PRIDE 
Spring Cleanup Saturday morning.

Main Street Director Andrew 

Salmons said registration will begin 
at 9 a.m. at Nibroc Park with the 
cleanup kicking off at 10 and run-
ning until noon.

“We will see how many people 
we get and will take the cleanup as 
far as we can,” Salmons said. The 
goal is to clean up trash throughout 
the core of downtown along Depot, 

Kentucky, Main and Poplar streets.
“If we get enough help, we would 

like to extend it out of the city,” 
Salmons said Garbage bags will be 
available. Salmons said organizers 
will also have a limited supply of 
gloves, but suggests anyone that has 
a pair to bring their own.

In addition to the feeling of a 

job well done, participants will be 
rewarded with a free lunch.

Salmons said hot dogs will be 
thrown on the grill and water and 
soda will be provided.

All ages are welcome to partici-
pate though Salmons said parental 
or guardian permission is required 
for anyone under the age of 18.

Salmons said this will be the first
of two yearly cleanups in downtown
Corbin. The second will take place
sometime in the fall. Anyone who 
would like to pre-register or who 
may have additional questions may
contact Salmons by e-mail, con-
tact@downtowncorbin.com, or by 
phone, 258-8125.

■ By Dean Manning
dmanning@corbinnewsjournal.com

Man allegedly spends five hours inside, then lays down near railroad tracks

Doing their part: Old tires are a common item found dumped 
at the lake. This year’s most unusual piece of garbage found 
was a pink elephant soap dish.

The case against a Lily man accused of 
sexually abusing a teen girl at least 20 times 
over the last two years will be going to a 
Laurel County Grand Jury in May.

At a preliminary hearing Tuesday in 
Laurel District Court, Judge John Chappell 
waived the case against William R. 
Thompson, 71, to the grand jury.

Laurel County Sheriff’s Detective Stacy 
Anderkin began an investigation into the 
case on April 18 after social service work-
ers reported it to the sheriff’s office.

Deputy Gilbert Acciardo, public affairs 
officer for the sheriff’s department, declined 

to divulge how Thompson and the alleged
victim know each other in order to protect 
the girl’s identity. Thompson came to the 
London Police Department Friday where 
Anderkin interviewed him about the alleged
incidents. Based on Anderkin’s investigation
and the interview, Thompson was arrested
and lodged in the Laurel County Detention
Center.

At Tuesday’s hearing, Chappell amended
Thompson’s $250,000 cash bond to $25,000
cash. Under Kentucky Law, “sexual abuse”
involves touching the intimate parts of a
person. It is a class “D” felony carrying a 
potential sentence of 1-5 years in prison.

The grand jury is scheduled to hear cases
and return indictments again on May 18.

■ By Dean Manning
dmanning@corbinnewsjournal.com

Lily man faces 20 counts of sex abuse


