
Whitley County will receive 
roughly $22.5 million in funding for 
local road projects as part of a fund-
ing plan, passed by the Kentucky 
General Assembly, and signed into 
law by Gov. Steve Beshear last 
week.

The funding is part of a two-
year spending bill for the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet, although 
the state’s road plan projects out 
spending up until the 2018 fiscal 

year.
In Whitley County, four proj-

ects are proposed, all of which are 
expected to begin their first phase 
either this year or in 2013.

The largest of the projects is a 
projected $11,860,000 effort to 
widen US25W in south Corbin 
from KY 727 to the Corbin Bypass 
(KY 3041).

Corbin Mayor Willard McBurney 
said local leaders have been active-
ly pushing the proposal for several 
years as a way to alleviate safety 
and traffic congestion issues associ-
ated with heavy traffic in the area.

“It’s much needed. It’s been a real 
problem,” McBurney said. “Right 
now, when we have events at The 
Arena, especially big ones, traf-
fic will back up on the interstate 
all the way to KY 312. It was a 

See ROADS, page A-10

Beginning in the new school 
year, Corbin Independent Schools 
will be, “BYOD.” Bring your own 
device.

At a special called meeting 
Monday night during which board 
members spent 
more than an 
hour speaking 
with teachers 
and administra-
tors, the board 
members voted 
unanimously to 
have an accept-
able use policy 
drawn up per-
mitting the stu-
dents to bring 
iPads, Kindle 
f i r e s ,  s m a r t 
phones and similar devices to be 
used in class.

At the meeting, the board mem-
bers heard from Hope Ellison, who 
teaches freshman science at the 
high school.

Ellison presented the results of a 
four-week study using two of her 

classes. One class we permitted 
to bring their smart devices, using 
them in class to take notes, look up 
information on the Internet and for 
other class-related activities, while 
the second class continued without 
the smart devices.

Ellison noted that the group 
using the smart devices, previously 

scored 12 points 
lower on a pre-
test she gave 
both classes on 
the information 
they would be 
learning over 
that month. By 
the end of the 
period, the two 
classes scored 
within one-tenth 
of a point of 
each other on 
the same infor-

mation.
“They use the devices to look up 

words, take notes and can access 
class information at home,” Ellison 
explained, noting students gave 
feedback such as how they were 

See DEVICES, page A-9
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What’s happening on Main St.?
W’burg Main Street Manager Nannie Hays gives 
update on 2012 event schedule — page A-7.

Keeping it clean
Around 250 volunteers turned out Saturday 
for the Laurel Lake Cleanup — page A-3. Corbin track takes third place 

in Redhound Invitational
See SPORTS Section C

Whitley HS Theatre presents 
‘Beauty and the Beast’— A-6

IN THE MONEYIN THE MONEY

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com
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Looking for a match…

LOCKING OUT CHILD ABUSEWhitley to 
get $22.5 

million in 
road funds

On May 19th at 6:00 pm, people 
throughout the tri-county area will 
gather at the CHS track in Corbin 
in support of Rick McKiddy at the 
Transplant Hope for Rick 2-Mile 
Run/Walk. 

McKiddy is preparing to undergo 
his second kidney transplant after 
his body rejected the first transplant 
he received four years ago from his 
wife Kristy Logan McKiddy.

Kristy’s sister, Paula Newman, 
is now donating one of her kidneys 
through a paired organ donation. 
A paired organ donation is when a 
list of sponsors “trade” organs so 
the correct match can be provided. 
Newman will be giving her kidney 
to someone who can use her DNA 
and blood type, in exchange for a 
kidney that will be more compatible 
with McKiddy’s DNA and blood 
type. 

McKiddy plans on having his 
second kidney transplant at Indiana 

See MCKIDDY, page A-10

Benefit race being held to help 
local man with kidney transplant

Corbin students can soon 
bring ‘smart’ devices to class
School board working on policy for 2012-13

Photo by JESSICA SPROLES
Full of hope: Rick and Kristy McKiddy, seen above with their two sons, 
Logan and Rex, have planned a 2-mile run/walk at Corbin HS May 19. The 
event is to help fund a second kidney transplant for Rick. Kristy donated a 
kidney to her husband 4 years ago, but his body rejected the new organ.

W’burg man 
accused of 
Extension 

office break-in
A Williamsburg man is being 

held in the Whitley County 
Detention Center in lieu of a $5,000 

cash bond after 
being arrested 
early Saturday 
morning for bur-
g l a r i z i n g  t h e 
Whitley County 
Extension Office.

J o s h u a  T . 
Cotton, 26, of 
1 3 0  A u d r e y 
Drive, pleaded 

not guilty to a 
third-degree bur-

glary charge during his arraign-
ment Monday morning in Whitley 

See COTTON, page A-10

115 sign up for 
2nd NIBROC 
Just Lose It!

At least 115 people have signed 
on to fight the battle of the bulge in 
the second annual Nibroc Just Lose 
It competition.

Contestants came down to Corbin 
City Hall Saturday morning to sign 
up and face the scale at the Corbin 
Recycling Center for the first time.

“I just need to lose weight and I 
was able to convince some of my 
friends to do it with me,” Jamie 
Bray said when asked why she was 
signing up for the competition.

Patricia Tucker was another one 

See LOSE IT, page A-9

Cotton

■ By Dean Manning
dmannning@corbinnewsjournal.com

■ By Jessica Sproles
for the News Journal

Photos by MARK WHITE
Raising awareness: Top, Whitley County High School Dance Club members performed the “Thriller Dance” 
during the “Lock Out Child Abuse”  event held at the Williamsburg Wal-Mart store Saturday. 175 substantiated 
cases of child abuse were reported in 2011 in Whitley County. The second annual event, which was organized 
by TriCo Mentoring program, lasted four hours and featured several community partners.

Above, Wal-Mart Manager Stephen Centers, Alex Patrick, 82nd District 
Rep. Regina Bunch, Randy Petrey, Bobby Freeman, Jay Walker and Jim 
Pool hold this ribbon, which was stretched around the store to symboli-
cally lock out child abuse. Afterwards balloons were released.

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com

❛❛ Some of our best 
professional develop-
ment facilitators are 

our own students…❜❜
— JOHN FAULCONER

CHS PRINCIPAL

■ By Dean Manning
dmannning@corbinnewsjournal.com

❛❛ You’ve got to have 
a plan, then you can go 
from there. Hopefully, 

we can build on the 
plan…❜❜

— WILLARD MCBURNEY
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