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WASHINGTON — Republican
leaders are ready to try pushing
legislation through the House hold-
ing down interest rates on federal
loans to millions of college stu-
dents.

Democrats say that’s a goal the
GOP has adopted only lately, but
the top House Democrat is oppos-
ing the measure anyway in a fight
that highlights how election-year
politics is coloring Congress’work. 

The House planned to vote
today on the bill, which would
keep interest rates at 3.4 percent for
subsidized Stafford loans, instead
of rising as scheduled to 6.8 per-
cent July 1. The GOP-written
package would cover its $5.9 bil-
lion cost by plucking money from
a preventive health fund estab-
lished in President Barack
Obama’s 2010 health care overhaul
law – a cut many Democrats are
reluctant to make. 

Today’s vote comes with con-
gressional Republicans and
Democrats, as well as Obama and
his near-certain GOP opponent this
fall, Mitt Romney, competing at
every turn over who has the best
prescription to wring jobs out of

the still-struggling economy. The
student loan battle fits nicely into
that theme, with 7.4 million low-
and middle-income students and
their parents reliant on Stafford
loans and a college education sym-
bolizing the ticket to economic suc-
cess. 

The vote also follows days of
campaign-style road trips that
Obama used to get in front of the
issue and portray Republicans as
foot-draggers on it. The week
began with Romney saying he
favored keeping loan rates low,
remarks he hopes will prevent
Obama from making the matter a
campaign fight but may have
helped prod congressional Repub-
licans into action. 

On Thursday, House Speaker
John Boehner, R-Ohio, tried
putting the focus on Obama’s trav-
el this week to three college cam-
puses, where the president used
rousing rallies to talk up his student
loan effort. 

“Our country’s facing some
major economic and fiscal chal-
lenges, yet here’s the president
wasting time on a fake fight to try
to gain his own re-election,”
Boehner told reporters. He called
the college visits “political stunts

and, frankly, they aren’t worth it
and worthy of his office.” He said
Obama should repay taxpayers for
the use of Air Force One for the
trip.

White House spokesman Jay
Carney defended the travel, saying
it helped win over Republicans.

“This is official business. And
he did it effectively,” Carney said.

Democrats noted that Republi-
cans previously had questioned the
wisdom of keeping students’ inter-
est rates low. They also accused
Republicans of reversing them-
selves, after voting earlier this
month for a 2013 federal budget
that let Stafford loan rates double
as scheduled.

For House Minority Leader
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., the empha-
sis was the GOP’s cuts in the pre-
ventive health program, whose ini-
tiatives she said include breast can-
cer screening and children’s immu-
nizations. She contrasted that with
a Democratic bill extending the
low student rates by cutting subsi-
dies to oil and natural gas compa-
nies, which is opposed by the GOP.

Pelosi characterized the Repub-
lican view as, “ ‘We prefer tax sub-
sidies for big oil rather than the
health of America’s women.’ ”

Republicans noted that many
Democrats had voted earlier this
year to take money from the pre-
ventive health fund to help pay to
keep doctors’ Medicare reimburse-
ments from dropping. Obama’s
own budget in February proposed
cutting $4 billion from the same
fund to pay for some of his priori-
ties. 

The higher interest rates, if trig-
gered, would affect the 7.4 million
undergraduates expected to borrow
new Stafford loans beginning July
1. This year, 8 million students
took out such loans, averaging
$3,568, according to the Education
Department. 

Despite the partisan battle lines,
it seemed possible that some mem-
bers of both parties would defect
from their leaders’ positions. 

Heritage Action for America, a
conservative group, was lobbying
Republicans to oppose the GOP
bill and let interest rates rise, saying
to do otherwise would burden tax-
payers. Several conservative GOP
lawmakers said Thursday they
hadn’t decided how to vote. 

On the Democratic side, party
leaders were pressuring their rank-
and-file to oppose the Republican
measure.

By MIKE SCHNEIDER
The Associated Press

SANFORD, Fla. — A judge is
considering whether to raise or
revoke the bond for George Zim-
merman after his lawyer told the
judge a website raised $200,000
for the defense.

Mark O’Mara told the judge
today that Zimmerman’s family
hadn’t told him about the money
before his client was given
$150,000 bond. 

Florida Circuit Judge Kenneth
Lester says he wants to know more
about the money before he decides
whether to adjust the bond. The
judge will make a decision on the
bond at a later date.

Zimmerman is accused of sec-
ond-degree murder in the Feb. 26
shooting of 17-year-old Trayvon
Martin, who was unarmed. 

Zimmerman claims self-
defense. The neighborhood watch
volunteer wasn’t charged for more
than six weeks, leading to nation-
wide protests.

O’Mara said on CNN’s Ander-
son Cooper 360 that he only
learned about the money Wednes-
day. 

Zimmerman was released from
jail this week after paying 10 per-
cent of $150,000 bail.

O’Mara told CNN late Thurs-
day the money was raised by a
website that Zimmerman set up for
his legal defense.

Today’s hearing was initially
scheduled to deal with several
media organizations, including
The Associated Press, asking the
judge to unseal documents from
Zimmerman’s court file.

The website used to raise the
money has since been shut down,
but O’Mara said he’ll likely start a
new defense fund for Zimmerman. 

O’Mara did not immediately
return a phone message from The
Associated Press.

The website was created almost
two weeks ago by Zimmerman’s
family to thank his supporters and
to receive donations from anyone
who wanted to help with his legal
defense. 

The 44-day delay in Zimmer-
man’s arrest spurred protests
nationwide and inspired a national
debate about racial profiling, equal
justice under the law and Florida’s
self-defense law. 
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WASHINGTON — The
Obama administration wants to
trademark the term “GI Bill” in an
effort to shield veterans and mili-
tary families from being swindled
or misled by schools that target
their federal education benefits.

President Barack Obama is
signing a wide-ranging order
today that partially addresses
growing complaints about fraudu-
lent marketing and recruiting prac-
tices aimed at military families eli-
gible for federal education aid
under the GI Bill.

The president and first lady
Michelle Obama planned to talk to
troops at the Fort Stewart Army
post in Georgia, where Obama will
sign an executive order mandating
several new education protections
for military service members.

There is little the federal gov-
ernment can do to shut down
diploma mills, but the new protec-
tions would make it harder for
post-secondary and technical
schools to misrepresent them-
selves to military students.

The main target of the White
House action is for-profit colleges
and universities that market heavi-
ly to military families because of
the easy availability of federal
money under the GI Bill. 

Some post-secondary schools
target current and former military
service members using deceptive
military-themed websites that
appear to be government-run or
connected to the GI Bill benefit
system, administration officials
said.

The financial regulation over-
haul that Obama signed in 2010
included the creation of a Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau
with specific authority to protect
members of the military from
predatory financial practices. 

The law set up an Office of Ser-
vice Member Affairs to help mem-
bers of the military and their fami-
lies “make better informed deci-
sions regarding consumer finan-
cial products and services.” 

Bills pending in Congress,
largely backed by Democrats and
unlikely to become law soon,
would do many of the same things
Obama was ordering today.

Obama’s order will also set a
new gauge that potential students

can use to calculate how much a
school will really cost in tuition
and fees. Schools are asked to vol-
untarily participate in the “Know
Before You Owe” system this
school year and would be required
to do so next year.

Federal money, most of it
through the financial aid students
receive, accounts for up to 90 per-
cent of for-profit colleges’ revenue
– even more if veterans attend the
school on the GI Bill. 

Some schools spend a quarter or
more of their revenue on recruit-
ing, far more than traditional col-
leges. In some cases, recruiting
expenses approach what these
institutions spend on instruction. 

A recent Senate report on 15
large, publicly traded for-profit
education companies said they got
86 percent of their revenue from
taxpayers and have spent a com-
bined $3.7 billion annually on
marketing and recruiting. 

Military veterans are particular-
ly attractive recruiting targets
because they come with generous
federal tuition support and also
don’t count toward a limit called
the “90/10” rule, which requires
colleges to get at least 10 percent

of their revenue from nonfederal
sources. 

Student Veterans of America, a
leading campus veterans group,
applauded the White House
announcement, saying the execu-
tive order would help stop “decep-
tive and misleading” practices at
educational institutions. 

The Association of Private Sec-
tor Colleges and Universities,
which represents for-profits, said
in a statement it was disappointed
that Obama “decided to bypass the
Congress” with an executive order.

“Career-oriented institutions
proudly serve military and veteran
populations, and work with con-
gressional leaders in a bipartisan
manner to address concerns about
veteran education across all sec-
tors of higher education,” the lob-
bying group said.

Quality at for-profit colleges
varies widely, and many are a
good fit for students, particularly
adult learners looking for flexible
scheduling and specialized career
training that often requires a cer-
tificate but not a degree. 

But while comparing gradua-
tion rates can be misleading for
those reasons, for-profit schools on

average have lower success rates
than traditional colleges on a vari-
ety of measures. The Senate report
found that almost 2 million stu-
dents withdrew from large for-
profit colleges over a three-year
period. Among those who enrolled
at 10 large chains in 2008-2009, 54
percent had quit by the summer of
2010. 

Meanwhile, the latest figures
from the Education Department
put the default rate on federal stu-
dent loans for students at for-profit
colleges at 15 percent, compared
with 7.2 percent at public nonprof-
it universities and 4.6 percent at
private nonprofit colleges. 

The industry points out that’s
partly because its schools tend to
serve lower-income students. But
difficulties transferring credits and
having credentials from for-profit
colleges rewarded in the job mar-
ket also play a role. 

The Obamas were to be joined
in Georgia by Holly Petraeus, the
assistant director of the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau
focused on economic security for
military families. She’s the wife of
David Petraeus, the four-star gen-
eral and current CIA director.

Obama targets diploma mills Briefly
UN observers sent to Syrian hot spot 

BEIRUT — The U.N. says international monitors have
moved into another hot spot in Syria to try to stop violence.

The monitoring team’s spokesman, Neeraj Singh, said today
two observers have been stationed in the southern city of Daraa.
That’s where the uprising against President Bashar Assad’s rule
began 13 months ago.

Activists were planning more anti-regime protests today.
The U.N. has 15 monitors in Syria. They are visiting flash-

points to try to salvage a plan that calls for an end to the fight-
ing.

Despite the plan, violence has continued. An amateur video
posted online Thursday shows people carrying the body of a
boy said to have been shot dead by Syrian troops. U.N. vehicles
are seen nearby.

The U.N. has approved increasing the mission to 300
observers.

Soyuz craft with three-man crew lands 
ALMATY, Kazakhstan — A Soyuz space capsule carrying

two Russians and an American touched down safely today on
the sweeping steppes of central Kazakhstan, ending the men’s
163-day stay on the International Space Station.

Anton Shkaplerov, Anatoly Ivanishin and NASA’s Daniel
Burbank returned to Earth as the Russian-made module land-
ed on schedule at a remote, dusty site north of the town of
Arkalyk, then rolled on its side.

Shkaplerov, in the capsule’s central seat, was the first to be
hauled out and hoisted into a reclining chair. While medical
personnel mopped his brow and checked his vital signs, the
astronaut smiled broadly and chatted with his colleagues.

Ivanishin, and then a heartily laughing Burbank, went
through the same procedure a few minutes later.

The retirement of the U.S. shuttle fleet has left Russia’s
Soyuz spacecraft as the only means to deliver crews to the
space outpost.

The Soyuz capsule’s voyage from the space station started
31⁄2 hours earlier, when it undocked and began a slow, gentle
drift away. About 60 miles above the earth, the Soyuz began
atmospheric re-entry, turning its heat-resistant shield forward
to protect the space travelers from the intense heat generated by
friction with the air.

The crew then began sensing gravity for the first time in
almost half a year.

A little under 15 minutes ahead of touchdown, with the
Soyuz traveling at around 490 mph, a series of parachutes
deployed.

As the Soyuz made its gradual descent, one unidentified
ground control staff member remarked that “Anatoly (Ivan-
ishin) must be real hungry right now” and that he would be
looking forward to “soup and some meat.”

In the final minutes before touchdown, the braking para-
chutes were jettisoned to make way for the billowing ringed
parachute that slows the module to around 15 mph.

27 injured in 4 blasts in Ukrainian city
KIEV, Ukraine — Four blasts within minutes rocked the

center of the eastern Ukrainian city of Dnipropetrovsk today,
injuring at least 27 people, including nine children, in what
prosecutors believed was a terrorist attack, officials said.

Emergency Situations Ministry spokeswoman Yulia Yer-
shova said the first blast occurred at a tramway stop in the cen-
ter of Dnipropetrovsk, injuring 13 people. The second injured
11 people near a school, including the nine children, while the
third wounded three near a railway station.

A fourth blast was also heard in the city center, Yershova
said. It was unclear whether anybody was injured.

Interior Minister Vitaly Zakharchenko and the deputy
heads of the Prosecutor General’s Office and the national
security service were flying to Dnipropetrovsk. Prosecutors’
spokesman Yuri Boichenko said investigators are treating the
blasts as a terrorist attack.

President Viktor Yanukovych called the explosions “yet
another challenge for the whole country,” and said that
Ukraine’s best investigators will be working on the case,
according to the Interfax news agency. “We will think of a
worthy response.”

Three men arrested on terror suspicion
COPENHAGEN, Denmark — Three men have been arrest-

ed in Copenhagen on suspicion of plotting a terror attack after
police found them with automatic weapons and ammunition,
Denmark’s intelligence service said today.

The Security and Intelligence Service, or PET, said the men
were arrested in two separate sites in the Danish capital in con-
nection with an ongoing terror investigation. The agency
described them as a 22-year-old citizen of Jordan, a 23-year-old
Turkish man living in Denmark and a 21-year-old Danish
national who lives in Egypt.

“(This) emphasizes the seriousness of the threat facing Den-
mark,” Justice Minister Morten Boedskov told the national
news agency Ritzau.

The intelligence agency has repeatedly warned that Denmark
remains in the cross-hairs of Islamic terrorists since the 2005
publication of 12 caricatures of the Prophet Mohammad in the
Jyllands-Posten newspaper. The cartoons triggered riots in
many Muslim countries and militant Islamists have called on
followers to avenge them.

Islamic law generally opposes any depiction of the prophet,
even favorable ones, for fear it could lead to idolatry.

PET said the three men face preliminary charges of possess-
ing illegal firearms and are “suspected of having been in the
process of preparing a terrorist act.” 

— From wire reports
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President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle Obama are greeted today by Col. Dale S. Holland, vice
commander of the 89th Airlift Wing, and his wife, Michelle Holland, before boarding Air Force One at
Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland. The Obamas were headed to Fort Stewart in Georgia.
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