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A Topper salute

Two area industries seek expansions
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Two area existing industries received
preliminary approval for tax incentives to
expand their operations.

The proposed expansions, one by
Kobe Aluminum in Warren County and
another by Franklin Precision Industry,

would mean a combined 126 new jobs.
The preliminary approval for tax cred-

its came Thursday from the Kentucky
Economic Development Finance Author-
ity. Together, the companies – if they
meet their job targets – could receive
$3.48 million in tax credits.

The largest expansion is a $50 million
one proposed by Franklin Precision. That

company currently employs 471 people,
according to documents filed with the
state.

The project would include the con-
struction of new buildings for produc-
tion, warehousing and the purchase of
new equipment to increase production
capacity. The company supplies parts for
the automotive industry.

Franklin Precision proposes adding
113 new jobs, which would pay $16.65
an hour, including benefits. The project
would qualify the company for tax cred-
its of $2.65 million over 10 years.

The $10 million proposed for con-
struction of the project would allow it to
recover $360,000 for sales tax on $6 mil-
lion in materials. The largest cost for the
expansion is $39 million for the purchase
of equipment.

“FPI has been a strong local industry
in the community since it began opera-
tions in 1990, and they have continued to
expand a number of times,” Simpson
County Judge-Executive Jim Henderson
said. “Now they are close to being the
largest, if not the largest, employer in the
county.

“They are very engaged in the community

Fire damages Bowling Green home

Bowling Green firefighters attack a fire at 1351 Thistlewood Court
late Thursday, battling the blaze at the home for more than four

hours. No injuries were reported. When firefighters arrived, there
was heavy fire in the garage and bonus room area of the house.

Fire crews attacked the fire while trying to minimize damage to the
remainder of the house, according to 

Marlee Boenig, spokeswoman of the Bowling Green Fire 
Department. Seven trucks and 22 firefighters responded to the

blaze along with support staff. 
For more photos, see www.bgdailynews.com. 

Prescription pill disposal bins being installed
By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

Local law enforcement organizations and
the Save Our Kids Coalition have teamed up
to take unwanted prescription pills off of the
street. 

“We’re excited about this,” coalition Exec-
utive Director Eric Gregory said today during
a news conference at the Warren County Cour-
thouse.

The Save Our Kids Coalition purchased
three $600 medication disposal bins that are
permanently installed at the Warren County

Sheriff’s Office and Kentucky State Police
Post 3 in Bowling Green, Gregory said. A bin
will also be installed at the Bowling Green
Police Department in the next few weeks. Gre-
gory, along with Bowling Green-Warren
County Drug Task Force Director Tommy
Loving, announced the community and law

Ky. high court:
Gun in car’s
glove box legal
on campus
By BRETT BARROUQUERE
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE — Students and staff members at Kentucky
universities may keep guns and other deadly weapons in a
car’s glove compartment, but the schools may continue to reg-
ulate them elsewhere on campus, the Kentucky Supreme
Court ruled Thursday.

The high court in Frankfort found that while two Kentucky
laws conflict on the issue, lawmakers “expressed a strong
public policy” in favor of exempting a person’s vehicle from
the restrictions on deadly weapons on campus.

Under Kentucky law, universities have a right to control the
possession of deadly weapons on property under their control.
Another law allows concealed weapons permit carriers to
store the weapon in a vehicle’s glove compartment.

Justice Wil Schroeder, writing for the court, said the law is
“clear and unambiguous.”

“It forbids a public organization, such as a university, from
prohibiting the possession of a firearm in the glove compart-
ment of a vehicle,” Schroeder wrote. “There can be no other
reasonable interpretation of the statutory language.”

The decision came in the case of University of Kentucky
graduate student and anesthesia technician Michael Mitchell,
who lost his job in 2009 after campus police found a semi-
automatic pistol in his car. The issue arose when other stu-
dents told campus security that Mitchell had a gun in his lock-
er on campus. Mitchell showed officers the gun in his car and

Richards, Webb
beginning hunt
for campaign cash
By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Though they won’t face off until
November, the two candidates for the
state’s 20th House district have started
raising money in preparation for their
campaigns.

Documents filed last week with the
Kentucky Registry of Election Finance
show that Rep. Jody Richards, D-Bowling
Green, is ahead of candidate Regina
Webb, a Bowling Green Republican, in
fundraising, mostly because of about
$70,486 left over from a previous cam-
paign.

Richards had an ending balance of
$72,751.84 in campaign funds as of April
20, while Webb had a balance of $9,800,
including a $1,500 loan from herself to
her campaign, according to KREF finan-
cial statements.

That loan was made so the campaign
would have some startup money to do

REP. JODY RICHARDS
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RepublicanSee RICHARDS, 6A
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No injuries reported as firefighters 
battle Thistlewood Court blaze
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