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We did not have traffic
lights.

W e had no parkins', meters.
We did not have the Streets

marked with signs.
The City did not own the

Water System and you could
hardly stand to drink the
water.

We had a very high fire in-

surance rate.
We did not own a police car.
I think that this is enough

of the things we did not have
so let's see what has been
accomplished in just a little
over ten years.

Today we are really very
well off, a great deal better
off than the majority of our
people realize. We are prone
to take things for granted and
probably do not stop to count
our many blessings.

There was a time when wo
were ashamed to tell a
stranger where to find our City
Hall because it was either in
a basement, in a hole in the
wall or in someones private
office. Now we have a Muni
cipal Building that is worth at
least $50,000,000 in any man's
town and it is well kept up,

We have a Fire Department
that is second to none in the
State. A full time paid fire
chief and one of the finest
volunteer fire departments to
be found in any state.

Truck No. 1 the old Chev-
rolet that was ready to fall
down, has been rebuilt at a
cost of around $1500.00 and is
fully equipped with all th3
latest fire fighting equipment
and is considered to be worth,
fully equipped about $12,000.

Truck No. 2 which cost $10,-00- 0

00 bare is now equipped
fully and is worth not less than
$17,000.00. We have 6,000 feet
of new fire hose at a cost or
$1.90 per foot. Compare this
with the 400 feet that we had
ten years ago. We can. now
reach any house in town with
two fire lines or more. We
are paying an average of $144.-0- 0

per month for 38 fire hyd
rants which is an increase ot
16 Hydrants for your protec
tion. We have the very best
of ladders that will top any
building in town.

We have one of the lowest
insurance rates of any city
near our size.

We have now a total of 95
street lights and they cost an
average of $140 00 per month
against the $53.50 that we paid
in 1942. We have installed
four traffic control lights to
protect the children and aged
at the busiest crossings. We
put higher candle power lights
on Main Street.

The City now owns a gar-
bage truck that is worth at
least $2000.00 and your house-
hold garbage is picked up
promptly and free of all
charge.

You now own the Water
System and the Water Com-
mission is doing a wonderful
job in the administration of
the system. You can drink
the water without holding
your nose now. You have one
of the best water supply and
the highest pressure when it
is needed for Fire Fighting.

You have a three man police
force equipped with a new
police car for your protection,
they way the car is equipped
it is worth $2,000. The City
has office and squad room

equipment worth at least
$1500 00. Then years ago we
did not own even a typewriter.
We have a full time city clerk
to serve you when you have
business .to transact at the
City Hall.

Your City belongs to the
Kentucky Municipal League.

In October 1952. we pur-
chased 100 new parking
meters. In November 1952
we bought streets signs to
mark each street and the J.
C.'s were nice enough to pay
half the cost and they worked
to help promote the project.

Instead of being able to get
a police force at the $140.00
per month paid in 1942 it coss
us now around $500.00 per
month and then they are not
too well paid when it is com-

pared with other prevailing
wages- - 'The Police Judges
salary is now $50 instead of the
$25 in '42. Clerical work cosls
about $100 per month now
compared with $25 in '42.

I hope this letter will
answer some of the questions
that I know are in the minds

of some of our citizens as to
where the money goes. In
short nobody's money goes
very far at the prevailing
prices and the City certainly
cannot get labor any cheaper
than anybody else. There has
been considerable money
spent on two of our bridges iu
the past ten years. I do not
have the figures at hand but it
must have exceeded $3000.00
The Sewer System is costing
considerable money to try to
keep it so that it will not com-
pletely stink us out of town.
The System is overloaded, too
small, too old and worn out.
The next thing that ths
citizens of Whitesburg must
have is a completely new
Sewer System. There is no
way around it. The present
Council have batted their
brains out trying to seek a
solution and there is only one
"a new sewer system." I do
not know how it can be built
or when but just as sure a;
apples grow on trees it will
have to be built and soon. Ths
present system is endangering
the health of all our citizens
and especially our boys who
will sneak off and go in the
river to swim.

I think if the people will
balance 1942 against 1953 you
will find that you have really
received a great deal for the
money spent and for the past
two years we have not had to
go to the bank to borrow
money. We have come thru
our fiscal year with a very nice
little balance again, if we do
not have a big emergency be
tween now and September 1,
1953 we will be well in the
black.

Anv memory of what the
town has accomplished in the
past ten years would not bi
complete if we left out ths
mention of the men that mado
this possible. I have served
with many different men on
the City Council and have
associated with a great many
more that had some official
connection with the City ani
I will say that, to a man, they
were some of the finest that
I have ever associated with iu
my capacity. I can't think ot
a man that ever served on the
Council with me that put per-
sonal interest above the town's
welfare. Sure, we had our
differences, we had arguments
but out of every argument,
the City of Whitesburg
emerged the winner. In the
past ten years there have been
many nights when the Council
was working to as late as 11: 00
and 12:00 o'clock trying to
solve some of the City's prob-
lems and the majority of the
citizens were in bed asleep.

1 would like to strike a
quick balance that will show
just how Whitesburg has
forged ahead the past ten
years.

So far as I can ascertain
from the records the assets in
1942 were as follows:
1 Chevrolet truck in very

bad condition $5000.00
400 feet of fire hose, approxi

mately 800.00
Other fire equipment, exting
uishers, axes, etc. 200.00

Net assets in equiptment.
$6000.00

Compare this with the worth
of the equipment owned by
the City today:
City Municipal Bldg. $50,000
No. 1 Fire truck fully

equipped 12.000
No. 2 fire truck fully

equipped 17,000
2000 feet extra new fire

hose 3,800
City Garbage Truck 2,000
Police car equipped 2,000
Office Equipment 1,500
Traffic Control Lights 500
Traffic control lights 600
Street Signs 600
Street Marking Machine 200
Total $89,600
Less Assets in 1942 6,000

Balance $83,000
Less the following items:
Balance due on City Hall

$16,000
Donation from J. C.'s 300
Donation from Lions

Club 500
Donation from Coal

Co.'s 1,000
Total $17,300

Net worth of equipment
today $65,700

Now, let's do a little simple
arithmetic. $65,700 divided by
iu years equals 5475 per year
that has been saved for the
City of Whitesburg. More
than the average yearly in-

crease in income from the real
estate and personal property.

Hereafter when you hear the
remark that your tax money is
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being wasted just take the
man around and show him
what you as a citizen really
own.

Thanking you, I am

Sincerely,

ARTHUR T. BANKS,
Mayor.

SPEIGHT NEWS
Mr. and Mrs. Clark John

son Jr., and daughter have
returned to their home i.i
Marion. Ohio. Richard Hurt
was a business visitor in Pres-tonsbu- rg

Thursday.
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert John-

son and family were the week
end guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Ralph Owens of Glo, Ky.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hurt
and Mrs- - Lucetta Johnson
visited in Virgie Friday on
business.

Virgie Bentley of Virgie,
was here Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Hoover John-
son and family were in Etty,
Ky., Sunday.

Mrs. Clark Johnson, Sr., and
children all attended Church
at Etty, Sunday.

Fay Johnson visited Mr. and
Mrs- - Oscra Fouts Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hurt
and Miss Croma Johnson were
Sunday guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Eli R. Johnson.

Miss Rosa Ann and Mary E
Johnson were guests of Mr.
and Mrs. Allen Johnson.

Mrs. Chester Johnson and
son, Alfred of Ohio are visit-
ing friends here for a few
days.

Mrs. Clark Johnson Sr., and
children Chester and Freida
Rose Johnson, the small chil-
dren of Mrs. Dixie Johnson
who are patients in the Virgie
Hospital Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hurt
and daughter and Miss Audrey
Mae and Lizzie J. Johnso.i
and Carl Johnson all attended
the funeral of Homer Mullins
at Myra, Ky., Sunday.

George Johnson was the
Sunday night guest of Mr. and
Mrs. Lonzo Johnson.

Miss Margie Bentley of
Etty, Ky., is spending a few'
days visiting her sister, Mrj.
Arthur C. Johnson.

Manuel Burke of Detroit, is
spending a few days here.

Melvin Johnson of Myra was
here over the week end.

Arlin Johnson of Virgie and
Ira Belcher of Dorton visited
friends Wednesday night.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hurt,
Kelly Johnson and Truman
Johnson were in Weeksbury
Monday.

Mrs. Emma J. Tackett and
son Charles visited in Virgie
.Tuesday afternoon.

Mrs. Dixie Johnson of Hart
ley was the Wednesday after-
noon guest of her mother-in-la- w.

Mrs. Clark Johnson, Sr., Has
Collier and Lonzo Johnso.--i

and Andy Johnson were in
Pikeville on business Monday.

W. P. Johnson and son Hur-
ley were in Pikeville on busi-
ness Wednesday.

Mrs. Rebecca Johnson was
the guest of her daughter Mrs.
George W. Johnson.

Madison and Kelly Johnson
visited in Pikeville Wednes-
day.

Mr. and Mrs. Arlie Johnson
were business visitors in Pike
ville Wednesday.

Fred Muncy of Youngstown,
Ohio was the Wednesday
afternoon guest of Mr. and
Mrs. Eli R. Johnson and
daughters.

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Fouts
and daughter Elna and Mary
Burke visited in Pikeville
Thursday.

Kelly Johnson has gone to
Fairborn, Ohio to work.

McKinley Johnson of Hart-
ley, was visiting his brother-in-la- w

Harrison Johnson of
Hartley.

Jesse Johnson and son
Jackie were in Pikeville
Thursday.

Miss Croma Johnson and
Miss Audrey Mae Johnsoa
were shopping in Pikeville
Thursday.

Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Taylor
have moved here from Pound.
Va.

Ben A. Johnson and J. P.
Johnson were in Seco Friday
on business.

Faye Johnson was the Fri
day afternoon guest of Mr. and
Mrs. Oscar Fouts.

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Johnson
were Sunday guests of Mr.
and Mrs. J. P. Johnson.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Johnson
and children of Jackhorn were

the Sunday dinner guests of
his parents, Mr-- and Mrs.
Clark Johnson, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Ashley John-
son and son James and Mrs.
Kines Johnson and Estill
Potter of Jackhorn was the
Sunday guest of Mr. Jay John-
son here.

Mrs. Delia Gaynes of
Athens, Georgia is visiting
her father Jay Johnson here.
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Fouts
and sons were the Sunday
guests of Mr. and Mrs. ClarK
Johnson Sr., and Mr. and Mrs.
Eli R, Johnson here.

Miss Audrey Mae Johnson
and Miss Croma Johnson and
Mr. and Mrs. Troy Tacketeta
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hurt
and children were in Virgie
Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Clark Johnson,
Sr., spent Sunday night with
their on Jack Johnson, of
Jackhorn.

Ed Hall 'of Pikeville was
here Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Andv Johnson
were the Saturday night
guests of their son and family,
Mr. and Mrs. Willie G. John-
son.

Miss Sylvia Bentley and
Miss Croma Johnson were the
Sunday morning guests of
Miss Audrey Mae Johnson.

Miss Goldie Ray of Etty,
Ky., was visiting her father
Turner Bentley here Sunday.
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. LETCHER NEWS
Ernestine Blair of Washing-

ton, D. C-- , visited her parents
over the week end, Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Blair.

Frankie. Bruce and Don
Blair visited their parents
from Ohio over the week end,
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Blair.

Charles Crase is getting
along fine after a few weeks
in bed with a broken leg.

Ethel Crase has been sick
this past week. We hope she
gets well soon.

Watson Caudill is now home
from Tennessee on a 10 day
furlough.

Helen Asher is now home
from Morehead State College
where she has completed a
summer term.

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Lindsey
spent the week end in Knox-vill-e

and Jackie their son re-
turned with them after spend-
ing two months vith his
grandparents.

Betty Jo Asher of Columbus,
Ind., visited her parents Mr.
and Mrs. Kermit Asher last
week end.

Church services were held at
dav niffht and Sundav morn- -
the Little Ruby Church Satur-- 1

ing. Janet Ison daughter of
XT" T T itl i 1jvitdv ison, joined me cnurcn i

and will be baptized next
month at our next churca
time, Sept. 13. Everyone is
invited.

Mrs. Carlos Campbell and
Pat spenf a few days in Haz
ard visiting Mr. and Mrs. Dave J

Campbell. I

Daisy and ro ETAOI n
Margaret Ann Asher spent'

part of last week in Jackson j

with Sally and Daisy Mc- -
Intyre.

R. F. KINCER SERVING
AT PEARL HARBOR

Serving at the U. E. Naval
Receiving station at Pearl
Harbor is R. F. Kiser, seamaj,
USN, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Kiser, Kona, Ky.

Kiser, who entered the
Naval service in June 1952,
and received his recruit train-
ing at the Naval Training
Center, San Diego Calif., at-
tended Neon-Flemi- ng Hig.i
School prior to enlisting in tho
Navy.
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