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 Proudly Serving the
 Bowling Green Community!

 DIALYSIS OF WARREN COUNTY
 391 Suwannee Trail Street, Bowling Green, KY 42103

 (Off Lovers Lane, behind  Western Kentucky Orthopaedic Associates )

 Come visit our new location, tour our new Dialysis center, meet our 
 team, and learn how DaVita’s personalized approach to kidney care

 can improve your quality of life.

 Please contact us at 270-746-5805 to schedule a visit today!
 Find kidney care-related articles, recipes, tools and more at DaVita.com

 You’re invited to visit
 our new location

 DIALYSIS OF 
 WARREN COUNTY Pine seedlings will include planting instructions, 

and are available beginning at 6:00 a.m. Friday 

at area McDonald’s locations in Bowling Green, 

Franklin, Scottsville, Smith’s Grove, Cave City, 

Horse Cave and Portland, TN. 

By ANDREW MIGA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Don’t expect Mitt
Romney to spend a lot of time trying to get vot-
ers to like him this fall. 

Instead, the likely Republican presidential
nominee will probably rely on a ton of cam-
paign cash and a barrage of nasty attack ads
ripping into President Barack Obama for poli-
cies that Romney says aren’t helping the econ-
omy recover fast enough. Look for Romney to
take a more moderate tack, too. 

That’s essentially the playbook Romney fol-
lowed in his last campaign against a Democrat,
when he was elected Massachusetts governor
in 2002.

Given how Romney has already relied heav-
ily on key elements of that winning strategy –
the biting attack ads, the imposing fundraising
advantage – to pound his GOP presidential
rivals, there’s little to suggest he won’t return to
that strategy for the likely fight against Obama. 

Ben Coes, Romney’s campaign manager in
2002, said the multimillionaire businessman
won the election because he didn’t worry much
about whether voters liked him. Coes said that
same dynamic will apply for November’s pres-
idential election, too. 

Then and now, “voters were electing some-
one to clean up a mess,” said Coes, who has no
role in Romney’s current campaign. “He ran as
the toughest guy with the most experience to
go in there and clean up a mess. ... It’s the rea-
son he got elected in 2002, and it’s how he
could get elected in 2012.”

Romney’s campaign declined to comment.
Romney swept into the governorship with

an aggressive campaign that played up his
image as a political outsider, played down his
GOP affiliation and pounded Democratic foe
Shannon O’Brien as a hapless watchdog of the
state’s cash in a wave of attack ads. O’Brien
was the state’s first female treasurer and a
tough, seasoned campaigner. 

Buoyed by the national media attention he
received for turning the scandal-plagued 2002
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City into a suc-
cess, Romney returned to Massachusetts and
targeted O’Brien with a pledge to “clean up the
mess on Beacon Hill.”  

He cast her as beholden to labor unions, lob-
byists and special interests, but especially to
Democrats who controlled the Legislature.
Romney tapped into a deep vein of voter frus-
tration over patronage, ethics scandals, state
budget deficits, job losses and a $1 billion tax
increase. 

“We wanted to tie a noose around Beacon
Hill and tie it around Shannon O’Brien’s
neck,” Coes said.

Romney won by 5 percentage points in the
Democratic-dominated state by appealing to
independent voters. But his efforts to shed his
image as stiff and blow-dried, which endures to
this day, mostly fizzled.

He stumbled by airing a pithy TV ad in

which he and his wife, Ann, spoke tenderly
about their courtship on a high school prom
date and their enduring love for each other.
“Ann’s just good to the core,” Romney gushed.
The ad also featured Romney in a bathing suit
frolicking with his sons atop a raft on a lake.

“Women found it to be pandering, people in
general just thought it was out of touch with
their lives that are maybe not so perfect,”
O’Brien said.

Romney also tried to project a regular-guy
image by staging “work days” at blue-collar
jobs on garbage trucks and fishing boats, but
those failed, too, coming off as overly scripted. 

Rob Gray, a senior Romney strategist in
2002, conceded the “work days” and the ads
showcasing Romney’s marriage were “self-
inflicted” wounds that preceded a slide in the
polls. 

But Romney got back on track by slamming
O’Brien with a barrage of TV ads depicting her
as a lazy basset hound “watchdog” who dozed
while suited men piled bags of stolen state
money into a truck emblazoned with the

“Enron” label. The ads cited the state’s billions
of dollars in pension fund losses, including $23
million in stock from the Houston-based ener-
gy company that collapsed in 2001. O’Brien’s
husband had been a lobbyist for Enron. 

O’Brien said the image was unfair and inac-
curate. “But when you spend a lot of money on
ads like that, it was effective,” she said.

The attacks drove the race back onto Rom-
ney’s outsider theme in the final weeks of the
campaign, helping him win over independent
voters, who dominate Massachusetts elec-
tions. 

“During those last three weeks, Mitt really
took the gloves off,” Coes said. “He put aside
efforts to be likable. He was disciplined and
tight and tough.”

O’Brien countered by going after Romney’s
business background. Romney amassed a for-
tune, now estimated to be as much as $250 mil-
lion, by helping found the venture capital firm
Bain Capital. Her ads cited Bain’s role in lay-
ing off workers in businesses it took over, but
the spots never gained much traction.

By GLENN KESSLER
The Washington Post

With President Barack
Obama’s speech to editors Tues-
day, one can say the presidential
contest began in earnest. For the
moment, we will ignore some of
his stylistic bloopers – “the
Republicans running Congress
right now” ignores that the Senate
is in Democratic hands – and
instead concentrate on how the
White House backs up some of his
claims about the House Republi-
can budget. As usual, we make no
judgment on the politics of the
speech – just the facts.

“These proposed tax breaks
would come on top of more than a
trillion dollars in tax giveaways for
people making more than
$250,000 a year. That’s an average
of at least $150,000 for every mil-
lionaire in this country –
$150,000.”

The House Republican budget
includes changes in tax rates,
reducing the top rate to 25 percent,
and unspecified loophole closings.
That possibly could result in a big
tax cut for the very wealthy, but no
one really knows because the
House Budget Committee is leav-
ing the precise plan up to the tax-
writing committees.

But this $150,000 figure (for
people with income of more than
$1 million) comes just from the
effect of making the George W.
Bush tax cuts permanent
($105,000) and repealing Obama’s
health care law ($46,000 in
Medicare and other taxes.) A
senior administration official said
Obama was assuming that the
House Republican tax plan would
not cut taxes more for the wealthy,
although by White House calcula-
tions, even eliminating every pos-
sible tax break for the wealthy, the
lower rate would still result in an
additional $107,000 tax break.

Of course, these are just aver-
ages. The figures at the higher lev-
els of income are skewed by the
tax breaks for the super-wealthy
(i.e., billionaires), who pay a large
share of income taxes already.

“If this (Republican) budget
became law, by the middle of the
century, funding for the kinds of
things I just mentioned would have
to be cut by about 95 percent. Let
me repeat that. Those categories I

just mentioned we would have to
cut by 95 percent.”

Here, Obama is talking about
spending on such things as
defense, highways, medical
research and other items annually
appropriated by Congress. This
figure is based on a projection by
the Congressional Budget Office
of the House Republican plan,
showing that discretionary and cer-
tain mandatory spending would
amount to 3.75 percent of the
nation’s economy in 2050. If
enacted, Obama is correct that it
would result in a major reordering
of spending priorities. (By way of
comparison, just defense spending
amounts to 5 percent of the gross
domestic product today.)

Obama assumes that under the
GOP plan, defense spending
would at least stay at 3 percent of
GDP, leaving just peanuts for
everything else.

In comparison, the equivalent
figure in Obama’s budget, for dis-
cretionary and other mandatory
spending in 2050, would be 7.8
percent, according to Table 5-1 in
the budget office’s analytic per-
spectives volume. The administra-
tion official said Obama’s budget
assumes spending sticks to the tar-
gets in last year’s Budget Control
Act, which would represent about
a 5 percent cut.

Even so, one page before that
table (page 58), a chart shows pub-
licly held government debt soaring
to above 140 percent of GDP
under Obama’s budget.

In any case, making such pre-
dictions is a bit of a fool’s errand
because there are so many vari-
ables open to question.

“The income of the top 1 per-
cent has grown by more than 275
percent over the last few decades
to an average of $1.3 million a
year.”

This is accurate, but an interest-
ing sleight of hand. Usually, in tax
policy, the top 1 percent (or other
income categories) are expressed
in terms of the entry point. In other
words, to get in the top percent of
income, one needs an income of
more than $350,000. By using an
average, Obama is able to cite a
much higher figure.

By ALICE FORDHAM
The Washington Post

BAGHDAD — The Iraqi government is debat-
ing proposed laws that would impose strict controls
on freedom of speech and association, prompting
fears that the authorities are playing a growing and
increasingly oppressive role in citizens’ lives.

As the country settles into its new identity as a
sovereign state, about four months after the depar-
ture of the last American troops, some Iraqis are
nervous that the government is moving back
toward the heavy-handed monitoring of citizens
that was a hallmark of life under dictator Saddam
Hussein.

In parliament, there has been fierce debate of
several draft laws. One would carry harsh penalties
for online criticism of the government. Another
would require demonstrators to get permission for
any gathering.

Local and international human rights groups say
the proposed legislation is vague and would give
the government power to move against people or
parties critical of the government.

“In Iraq, we need to respect all the ideas,” said an
activist and blogger known as Hayder Hamzoz
who is campaigning against a proposed informa-
tion technology law that would mandate a year’s
imprisonment for anyone who violates “religious,
moral, family, or social values” online.

The proposed law also contains a sentence of life
imprisonment for using computers or social net-
works to compromise “the independence of the
state or its unity, integrity, safety.”

Hamzoz, who does not use his real name out of
concern for his safety, said the legislation is intend-
ed to allow the government of Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki to control social media. The gov-
ernment essentially did just that more than a year
ago, when it swiftly smothered an uprising inspired
by the Arab Spring revolts sweeping the region.

“It’s to attack the activists,” Hamzoz said.
Activists and nongovernmental organizations

have criticized the proposed laws that would
impose rules on gatherings and forbid meetings in
religious establishments, universities and govern-
ment buildings for anything other than the facili-
ties’ primary purpose.

The Center for Law and Democracy, a United
States-based advocacy organization, produced a
report in December criticizing Iraq’s government
for proposing a “number of legal rules which do
not meet basic constitutional and international
human rights standards.”

In addition to the legislation on Internet use and
demonstrations, parliament is debating a law gov-
erning the formation of political parties and media
organizations.
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Massachusetts Republican gubernatorial candidate Mitt Romney waves to supporters and
media in 2002 in Boston after making his victory speech. Don't expect Romney to spend a
lot of time trying to get voters to like him this fall in his run for president. 
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