
SANFORD, Fla. (AP) —
Prosecutors face steep hur-
dles to win a second-degree
murder conviction against
neighborhood watch volun-
teer George Zimmerman in
the shooting death of un-
armed teenager Trayvon
Martin, experts say.

Zimmerman was charged
after a public campaign to
make an arrest in the shoot-
ing that galvanized the na-
tion for weeks. Now the
prosecutor and her team will
have to prove Zimmerman
intentionally went after Mar-
tin instead of shooting him in
self-defense, to refute argu-
ments that a Florida law em-
powered him to use deadly
force.

Zimmerman, 28, who
turned himself in at a county
jail Wednesday after prose-
cutor Angela Corey an-
nounced the charge, was to
appear before a magistrate
Thursday and plead not
guilty in the Feb. 26 shooting
of the 17-year-old that set off
a nationwide debate about
racial profiling and the rights
to self-defense.

“He is concerned about
getting a fair trial and a fair
presentation,” his attorney,
Mark O’Mara said. “He is a
client who has a lot of hatred
focused on him. I’m hoping
the hatred settles down ... he
has the right to his own safety
and the case being tried be-
fore a judge and jury.”

Speaking today on NBC’s
“Today” show, O’Mara said
Zimmerman is stressed and

very tired and hoping to get
bail.

“He wants to be out (of
jail) to be able to help with
his defense, but overall he is
doing ok,” O’Mara told NBC.

Meanwhile, Martin’s
mother, who has cam-
paigned with the rest of the
family for an arrest and pros-
ecution, said she thought the
shooting was an accident.

Asked on “Today” what
she would say to Zimmer-
man face-to-face, Sybrina
Fulton said she wanted an
apology, then added: “I be-
lieve it was an accident. I be-
lieve that it just got out of
control, and he couldn’t
turn the clock back.” She did
not say more about how she
thinks the shooting hap-
pened.

Legal experts said Corey
chose a tough route with the
murder charge, which could
send Zimmerman to prison
for life if he’s convicted, over
manslaughter, which usu-
ally carries 15-year prison
terms and covers reckless or
negligent killings.

The prosecutors must
prove Zimmerman’s shoot-
ing of Martin was rooted in
hatred or ill will and counter
his claims that he shot Mar-
tin to protect himself while
patrolling his gated commu-
nity in the Orlando suburb
of Sanford. Zimmerman’s
lawyers would only have to
prove by a preponderance of
evidence — a relatively low
legal standard — that he
acted in self-defense at a

pretrial hearing to prevent
the case from going to trial.

There’s a “high likelihood
it could be dismissed by the
judge even before the jury
gets to hear the case,”
Florida defense attorney
Richard Hornsby said.

Corey announced the
charges Wednesday after an
extraordinary 45-day cam-
paign for Zimmerman’s ar-
rest, led by Martin’s parents

and civil rights activists, in-
cluding the Rev. Al Sharpton
and the Rev. Jesse Jackson.
Protesters wore hooded
sweatshirts like the one
Martin had on the night of
the shooting. The debate
reached all the way to the
White House, where Presi-
dent Barack Obama ob-
served last month: “If I had
a son, he’d look like
Trayvon.”

on teaching time, my fa-
vorite kind.”

Besides vegetable plants,
the greenhouse has bloom-
ing flowers and lush ferns. 

“I’d say of what we have
growing here today, about
90 percent is from seed,”
Myers says. “We don’t say
it’s organic because we
don’t start from organic
seed and we do use fertil-
izer, but it’s as close to na-
ture as we can be.”

Some of the young men
and women in her class
come from generations of
farmers.

Senior Daniel Adams’
grandfather is a farmer.
Adams took the class to
better educate himself on
the hows and whys of grow-
ing to better his own
chances of bumper crops in
the future.

“When I first started, all I
knew was to plow a field,
put in seed and then hope
for the best,” he says.

The greenhouse will
open to the public starting
Saturday morning, so
these last few days are
filled with the excitement
of artists preparing to open
a show. 

“We are really fortunate
that the cafeteria here is
supportive and uses what-
ever we can make avail-
able,” Myers says. “We
came back from spring
break and had a thousand
head of lettuce ready, and
they were big, too!”

She makes a shape with
her hands like she’s holding
an imaginary basketball —
or a really generous head of
bibb lettuce.

“They used it all,” she
says.

Myers came to BCHS five
years ago from Washington
County from a background
based more in the fertilizer
end of the business.

“My father was a horse
trainer so I grew up at

horseparks, like a military
brat, all over,” she says.

A University of Kentucky
graduate, Myers’ first part
of her 11-year teaching ca-
reer was concerned with
animal husbandry. When
the job opened at BCHS,
she knew a little about
greenhouses and growing
plants and was willing to
learn the rest. And she has.

“The greenhouse here
then was built by students
in the ‘70s, and had, well,
problems,” she says.

She got to work lobbying
the school and community
members (such as local
farmer Jim Gage who
spearheaded funding ef-
forts) for a new facility.

The greenhouse today
not only employs tradi-
tional methods but is home
to hydroponic lettuces and
even “grows” fish in tanks
that then provide enriched
water to feed other plants.
Raised beds flank the exte-
rior of the greenhouse,
planted with peas.

“None of the kids had
ever seen peas growing,”
she says.

One veteran student
picked blooms from plants
and put the pretty flowers
in her hair when she first
started because she didn’t
know blooms became
tomatoes, Myers says. The
students knows this now
and much, much more.
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SOMERSET (AP) — An-
other town in southern Ken-
tucky has scheduled a local
option vote on alcohol sales.

e Commonwealth
Journal reports that resi-
dents in Somerset will head
to the polls June 26 to cast
ballots on whether to allow
restaurant and package
sales in the city.

e date was set after a
group called Progress Som-
erset turned in petitions
with enough signatures fa-
voring the referendum. e
group formed by Dave Wed-

dle says its goal is to create
economic opportunities.

Weddle said Progress
Somerset will encourage
voters who are ages 40 and
under to cast ballots.

“I think we want to use
this election as a way to em-
power young people to get
out and vote,” he said. “ey
know this issue. All they
have to do is check ‘yes’ or
‘no.’ Hopefully, it will spur
young people to not only get
out and do that now, but to
engage them to vote in the
future.”

Members of an anti-alco-
hol group called Keep It Dry
and Safe said they will lobby
against the measure.

“KIDS is both well-orga-
nized and currently prepar-
ing to mount vigorous
opposition to this and/or
any other attempt to legalize
the sale and distribution of
alcohol in the city of Somer-
set of Pulaski County,” said
group spokesman Ed
Amundson, pastor of High
Street Baptist Church.

Several other communi-
ties in the area have held ref-

erendums on alcohol sales
lately with mixed results.

Most recently, Knott
County voted down alcohol
sales, joining Rockcastle
County and the city of Bar-
bourville.

Voters in Corbin chose to
allow package liquor sales,
and Williamsburg voters
passed a liquor-by-the-
drink referendum for restau-
rant sales.

Two other communities
have alcohol referendums
scheduled on June 26 —
Whitesburg and Pineville.

By TRENT KNUCKLES 
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CORBIN — Filmmakers
are hoping to fill the seats at
Corbin’s Campbell Field Sat-
urday for scenes in a movie
based on the life of former
local football player Travis
Freeman, who went blind
while in middle school but
was able to play for the Red-
hound varsity team at age
17.

“23 Blast” is a fictional
adaptation of Freeman’s ex-
periences as a Corbin stu-
dent and athlete. He played
center for the Redhounds
football team from 1995
through 1998. Freeman lost
his sight at age 12 when he
was stricken with meningitis
after contracting a sinus in-
fection.

“at road was a tough
one, but his faith carried
him through it,” said Corbin
offensive coordinator
Willard Farris, who coached
Freeman.

Freeman now lives in
Louisville and is studying to
be a Baptist minister.

Principal shooting for the
film is taking place in Corbin
right now and will last for
about three more weeks,
production assistant Alicia
Zaragoza said Tuesday. On
Saturday, the films crew will
shoot game scenes at Camp-
bell Field and hope to pack
the stands with Redhound
faithful. ey are looking for
about 700 extras to take part
in the filming. e band will
be there as well to provide
the proper atmosphere. It
should have the look and

feel of an actual game.
“We’ve had some of our

actors put all this on their
Twitter accounts. We are try-
ing to get the word out,”
Zaragoza said. “We are try-
ing to get people there.”

During Saturday’s film-
ing, there will be a “meet
and greet” with cast mem-
bers from the movie. Max
Adler, who has starred in the
television show “Glee,” and
Mark Hapka from “Days of
Our Lives” will be on hand.

e movie is directed by
acclaimed actor Dylan
Baker. is is his first feature
film project. He has starred
in “Secretariat,” “Ugly Betty,”
“Monk,” and “Spider Man 3,”
among other television
shows and movies.

Baker will play the role of
Travis’ father, Larry Free-
man, in the movie. Adler is
playing Cameron Marshall.
Well-known actor and for-
mer U.S. Senator Fred
ompson will portray leg-
endary former Redhound
coach Archie Powers. In real
life, Powers never coached
while Freeman was in
school, but in the movie’s
fictionalized version of
events, he is on the verge of
retiring and handing over
the reins of the Corbin foot-
ball program to the next
coach.

Corbin graduate Bram
Hoover will star as Jerry
Baker.

e script for the movie
was penned by Toni and

Bram Hoover.
Dylan Baker said there

will be some creative license
taken with the story, but in
preparing the script, numer-
ous interviews were done
with a wide variety of people
who knew Freeman, includ-
ing his family, and players,
coaches, teachers and oth-
ers from across Corbin.

Zaragoza said nearly all of
the filming for the movie will
take place in Corbin.

“e people of Corbin
have opened their arms to
this project,” Baker said.

Baker hopes the film can
be released in 2013.

“We hope it will be a na-
tional release, but we
haven’t got that far yet,”
Baker said.

SO YOU KNOW
The Boyle County High

School greenhouse is behind
the school (keep right around
the building) at 352 N.
Danville Bypass. It will be
open to the public from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday and
from 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday until
the school closes for the sum-
mer. Plants are priced below
market and are likely to sell
fast. Cash or local checks will
be accepted.

she heard Sirius XM host
Joe Madison announce
April 10 as “National
Hoodie Day” in support of
the slain teen. 

“I had an idea for Centre
as a campus to gather to-
gether, in hoodies and
jeans, to take a picture with
a banner that reads, ‘Do we
look suspicious?’” Roark
explained.

The photo, Roark added,
will be uploaded online “to
show our solidarity with
Trayvon Martin’s family as
well as the many across the
world who know that racial
profiling must stop.” 

“The picture will also be
sent to the Florida state at-
torney, who ignored the
lead homicide investiga-
tor’s pleas that Zimmer-
man be prosecuted,” Roark
added.

Admission fellow Gre-
gory Chery, a 2011 Centre
graduate, said he thought it
was important he partici-
pate in National Hoodie
Day.

“I wore my hoodie and
came to participate in Na-

tional Hoodie Day, and
take the picture, because,
to me, it was a call for jus-
tice,” Chery explained. “I
believe that America is a
country where justice is
served, and when it’s not,
you need to stand up for it.
This was an opportunity to
stand up for justice. 

“I see the Trayvon Mar-
tin case as just a really sad
one; it’s a sad case for
America. We should feel
ashamed that we’re a part
of a political system where
things like that could hap-
pen. But I’m just really glad
that young people are tak-
ing charge of events like
National Hoodie Day,
standing up for justice. It
makes me proud.”

Roark quoted the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. in
summing up her thoughts
about the case.

“(He) once said, ‘Injus-
tice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere.’ Let us
remember Trayvon Martin;
let us remember that jus-
tice is alive.”

Centre College student Shana
Roark contributed to this story.
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Actor and former U.S. Senator Fred Thompson, left, with legendary former Redhound football coach Archie
Powers on the set of “23 Blast,” a movie currently filming in Corbin. Thompson is portraying Powers in the
film.

Somerset to vote on alcohol sales

Extras needed for movie being filmed in Corbin

Prosecutors face hurdles 
in Trayvon Martin case


