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EDITORIALS

'Good Will Toward Men' slogan
has not worked very well here

Since the early 1950s our com-

munity has been talking seri-
ously about equal rights in
housing. And since 1968 we even
have had a state Fair Housing
Act to help secure those rights.
But here we are in 1973, more
segregated than ever. Our talk
has not yet produced effective
action.
In this country, and particularly

in this part of this country,
social habits do not change much
without leadership from power-
ful people. It is obvious that the
people with power in Jefferson
County are satisfied with their
segregated society. They find
it comfortable and profitable.
They are, by all available evi-

dence, untroubled by the ob-

vious immorality of the system
which exists. At least they have
made no strong or visible effort
to change it.
The factual basis for this may

be found in the report on housing
segregation published last week
by the Kentucky Commission on
Human Rights. It shows our
eastern quadrant of the county
more segregated now years
after the Fair Housing Act

Taylorsville
Residents of Jeffersontown,

their city government and the
Chamber of Commerce have been
trying for years to have a traf-
fic signal erected at the corner
of Merioneth Drive and Taylors-
ville Road.
The state Bureau of Highways,

which always has demanded ex-

clusive control over its state
roads, finally has admitted the
light is warranted on the basis
of traffic count, congestion, acci-
dent rate and safety hazards.

So, do we get a light? Not yet,
we don't. Not uncil we do some
haggling with the highway people
over price.

Word from Frankfort, filtered
through the Jeffersontown Cham-
ber of Commerce, is that be-

fore any work will be done by
the state, local sources must
come up with $12,000 almost
a third of the total cost of the
improvements necessary. By
sheer coincidence we are sure,
the Jeffersontown City Council
has set aside $12,000 as its
"offer" to help to get the job
done.

From here, this looks like a bad
deal for the city, and ought not
to be rushed into on the as-

sumption that this i3 the only
way to get the light.
This is not, after all, the lo

By Thomas G. Daley

The time is rapidly approaching
when the Republican Party will
perpetuate itself as a minority
political voice at every level of
government unless it accepts
some very significant but belated
changes in philosophy and
structure.
Recent elections have pointed up

the fact that while campaign
funds have not been that hard to
come by, the people, organiza-
tions and institutions supplying
these funds had very question-
able motives. It has been the
Republican Party's attitude that,
despite the sources of campaign
funding, the party was one of
very high ideals and basic eco-

nomic and political tenets. It
was argued that these principles
would not be compromised in any
way by the acceptance of funds
from those who were less highly
motivated.
All of which is so much poppy-

cock.
The presence of such sources of

funding has for years cast a
cloud of suspicion on each party's
objectives and their interest in
the individual. Republicans have
given lip service to the social
and economic pitfalls of our sys-
tem. But their attitude toward

than ever before.
There is not a census tract

in this section which shows any
significant desegregation in the
decade of the 1960s. Many are
more lily-wh- ite than ever.
It is easy to blame Jefferson

County Fiscal Court both
Democrats and Republicans
for its weakness in this area.
But the fact is these men merely
reflect the interests of people
more powerful than they
bankers. Realtors and builders,
primarily who either lack
courage or convictions or both.
It is these power brokers in

housing who have produced our
segregated society and who keep
it that way in the absence of
courageous government action.
Most of them live here in this
highly-segregat- ed end of the
county. Some of them even read
this editorial page. And those
among them who think deeply
about the issue know racial
segregation IS bad for society
and CAN be reduced. They know
if they really began to work
at it they could reverse the
sinister segregation trend now
at work.

Road signal
cation of a new shopping center
or major real estate develop-
ment which, by itself, has cre-
ated the need for the light. If.
it were, a case might be made
for requiring the developer to
pay part of the cost.
Instead, the light is needed be-

cause a years-ol- d subdivision
now is developed, a nearby shop-
ping center attracts more traf-
fic than ever and the whole
growing city pours vehicles onto
Taylorsville Road. The problem
may lie within the city limits,
but it is an area problem, a
state road and, therefore, a state
responsibility.
There is, however, one curious

hitch. Feeding into Merioneth
Drive is Grassland Drive, which
leads to some undeveloped land
owned by Highbaugh Enterprises,
Inc. If this land were rezoned
for apartment use as the owner
wants, the traffic signal would
be even more essential. In fact,
the signal probably is a pre-
requisite for any rezoning.
The state has, in our view,

no justification for demanding
any local payment toward the
Merioneth light. But if any local
funds are absolutely required,
they should come from Highbaugh
Enterprises which, at this point,
seems likely to profit directly
from its installation.

progress has been pretty much
that of former president of
General Motors, Charles Wilson:
"What's good for General Motors
is good for the country."
Despite its demonstrated supe-

riority in international relations
and its ability to conduct the
nation's international affairs
without pursuing long and costly
military conflicts, the Republican
Party has done little to inspire
the individual American or to
dissuade him from his historical
belief that the party has little
concern for his personal plight.

International interest

To the contrary, the Republican
Party takes the position that
economic issues will take care
of themselves if the national
administration will conduct the
nation's international affairs in
a conciliatory and realistic man-

ner.
Unfortunately, It does not work

out that way. The party suffers
from the fact that it feels It can
pic'.: and choose among voter
influence groups and thereby win
elections. And perhaps this can
be done, on a selective basis,
in particular campaigns. Nixon
did it, winning in a landslide,
while his fellow Republicans were
being annihilated.

These people have found ways
to save the arts in our area.
They have spent hundreds of
thousands on tennis courts and
boats. They have rebuilt the cen-

tral business district. They have
lavished fortunes on hospitals
and hotels and churches. But in
the process they have virtually
ignored the foremost social and
moral problem of our time.
By their deliberate, thoughtful

actions they have helped make
our community into something
worth promoting nationally in
the pages of The Wall Street
Journal. But by their equally
deliberate failure to deal with
a painfully obvious community
cancer, they have aggravated
some of our worst troubles.
This Christmas season, as we

say sincere-soundi- ng things
about Good Will Toward Men,
we might reflect on our own
record over the past 10 years.
If increasing segregation is evi-
dence of Good Will Toward Men,
then we need a whole new set
of values.

LETTERS TO THE
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Dear Editor:

On Tuesday, Dec. 4, we were
awakened before daylight by fran-
tic scratching on our front door.
There was a very sad-eye- d, pure-
bred, female Basset Hound, about
a year old, plainly in distress.
She was lame in her hind leg,
cold and very hungry.

Being a dog lover I couldn't
shoo her away, so I invited her
in. Her manners
Her disposition lovable. Was
she lost or abandoned? Events all
point to abandonment!

Every effort, short of spending
money which I cannot afford, has
been made to find her owner(s).
Three radio stations were alerted
that she had been found and agreed
to broadcast, the animal shelter
was notified, the dog pound was
notified, signs were placed in
stores and busy places, we visited
local veterinarians In hopes one
would recognize her all to
no avail.

One veterinarian office did re-

cognize her as being there in the
company of a young boy who said
she had followed him and asking
that her leg be treated. Veter-
inarians do not treat dogs with-

out legal owners (for their own
protection I am told) so she was
timed out after the boy left.

But Nixon's win was one of
Coming off of very

substantial victories on the dip-

lomatic front combined with a
nation tired of war but still un-

willing to surrender its national
honor, he built a very large
block of voters with a laissez-fair- e

attitude. Americans wanted
time to catch their breath, to
evaluate and select priorities.
The Republican Party offered
time to rest.

The simple fact was that our
nation, physically and emo-

tionally drained, would not ac-

cept a new administration led
and staffed by leftist social and
economic

A political party is made up of
people and ideas. And the Repub-
lican Party, striving to become a
constant and viable factor in
local, state and national
elections, must become an open
party. It must act as a spring-
board for innovation and pro-
gress in social and economic
ideas within its structure.

New criteria
There must be other criteria

for the selection of men as
standard bearers than their un-

swerving loyalty to the party
leaders and the special interest
contributors. "Re-ru- n" candi-
dates who have been presented

A concerned Republican looks at
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'They even hold parties behind closed

The plight of lovable Christmas
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Mrs. Allen and the Bassett

Luckily the problem was not
serious, rest and normal care
have allowed it to return to
normal.

How can anyone be so heart-
less as to literally "throw" away

dog purebred or mongrel?

his troubled
to the public and have been re-

jected must be constantly re-
placed rather than re-r- un and
re-r- un in the hope they will
somehow be rewarded by the
voters for their persistence
rather than their ability.

Turning to Democrats
Little long range gain can be

expected by selecting as major
candidates dissident Democrats
who have their own small pockets
of supporters In the hope they
can couple these deserters with
the party's loyal minority to
produce win. This practice,
especially in the midst of an
existing two party system, dis-
courages young party .workers,
those who will provide the po-

tential new political wave of can-

didates so sorely needed.
The Republicans have to find

place in their party for the young,
for the Black, for those who at-

tend synagogue, who belong
to labor union, whose children
attend parochial schools, who
oppose strong' central govern-
ment, who still believe in peace
through strength, who want equal
educational rights and facilities
for their children, who demand
strict law enforcement for the
meek and mighty alike, rigidly
enforced equal opportunity and
consumer protection laws, ag
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It seems a neighborhood that
abounds in children always makes
a "happy dumping ground" for
dog "abandoners.

I cannot house her permanently,
I would like to find her a per-
manent,, loving Jionte; preferably
with children. She is too valuable
and proud an animal to send to
the shelter or pound.
Please, mothers and dads, dog

ownership should be "til death
do you part." Don't buy that
cute Christmas puppy for the

Buses from
Dear Editor:
I have a modest proposal that

I believe is a partial solution
to the energy crisis. If this
becomes only a local contribu-
tion, at least it will be, in my
opinion, a guideline for other
communities and, perhaps, the
nation.

I live across Herr Lane from
the Camelot Shopping Center. The
parking lot, north of Walgreens,
has parking spaces for approxi-
mately 450 automobiles. Any day
or night in the week, you will
find no more than five automo-
biles parked in this area.

My proposal is this. As a pub-
lic service, the landlord of this
property could arrange charter

party
gressive enforcement of anti-
trust laws and who see the re-
building of our cities and self-relian- ce

on our oyn entrgy re-
sources as the major needs for
this nation in the last quarter
century.
The Republican Party cannot be

satisfied that the American Revo-
lution ended nearly 200 years ago.
It must accept the Revolution
as a continuing evolution, a per-
fecting of the Republic. The party
must be committed to Improving
the living standards of every
American. Each has the right
to his share of the national wealth
in relation to his willingness and
ability to contribute to that
wealth.

The change must come. Not old
faces with new words. And not
just new faces with new words.
But new leadership with a new
dedication to bring about the
changes that can only, be brought
about by a loyal political op-

position with the talent and dedi-
cation to bring about that change.

For the sake of the party. For
the sake of the country.

Editor's note: The writer it a native
of Cincinnati who, while living there,
was active in Hamilton County GOP
politics and held local elective office.
Since 1968 he has lived at 9716
Lanesboro Way in Meadow Vale. He
works in industrial sales.
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puppy'
kids unless you plan to love
It when it becomes a grown
dog and outgrows its "cute-ness- ."

Dog breeders, pet shops, etc.
that sell living pets should look

are Just as thoughtless as the im-

pulse purchasers.

Mrs. J. Henry Allen
8511 Bayou Way
Plantation

Camelot?
buses (at least four) to express
commuters downtown each morn-
ing and return them each even-
ing. The downtown terminal might
be Founder's Square. The com-

muters could park and ride the
buses free. Fringe benefits to
the landlord and his tenants are
obvious: Increased business vol-

ume means increased profits.
Fringe benefits to the solution of
the energy crisis would be equal-
ly so: Approximately 450 vehi-
cles less downtown each day
means less wasted fuel and less
pollution. As a continuation of
this idea, I am sure other shop-
ping centers In Jefferson County
could be so utilized.
Don't you think the power of

the press should be brought to
bear on this proposal?

Robert E. Clarke
1314 Herr Lane

SNYDER

Christmas
message

M. Gene Snyder
U. S. Congressman

Fourth District, Kentucky

Once again Christmas draws
near. Once again, people every-
where turn their thoughts more
fully to Him who brought faith
and hope and love into the world.

I wish you and your loved ones
a most happy Christmas. It is
my hope that 1 974 will be a banner

Continued on Page A-- 5
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