
C8 | FRIDAY, MAY 4, 2012 | THE COURIER-JOURNAL SPORTS | courier-journal.com/sports KY

DERBY 138KENTUCKY

BICHON MALES AKC,
WHITE DOLLS!
Shots & wormed.
270-465-1601

LABRADOR/GOLDEN
MIX puppies Cream
& b l a c k , s h o t s &
wormed.
270-465-1601

LABRADOR Puppies,
B l a c k a n d s h i n y ,
shots & wormed.
270-465-1601

P U G S , A K C , f a w n ,
AWESOME DOLL BA-
B I E S ! S h o t s a n d
w o r m e d . M a l e s &
females.
270-465-1601
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1918 Queen Ann
Dining Set-Buffet
table, hutch, table
w/6 chairs. $800

502.802.7217

BUYING
RARE WATCHES
Patek Philippe, Old

Submariners, G.M.T.’s,
Cosmographs -Daytona’s

Moonphases &
Repeaters - expensive

collections - in gold
platinum or stainless.
Tom Engle - 314-1103

RESTHAVEN, COM-
PANION CRYPTS w/
lettering. Location
Sec. 46; Crypt E-494,
$5200. 502-426-7282
or 502-533-1726

POWER Chair, Jazzy
Select. Excellent
cond., new batteries,
i n c l u d e s c h a r g e r
o r i g i n a l l y $ 3 , 0 0 0 ,
s e l l i n g $ 3 0 0 .
502/637-7784

HAVENESE pups, $800
AKC, Family raised,

parents on site.
7 lbs as adults.
270- 843-1336 or

270-792-0769

YARD SALE in
Highlands to benefit

Governor's School for
the Arts. YARD SALE:
Saturday, June 2 from
9:00-2:00 p.m. at 2214
Walter Dale Terrace,
Louisville, KY 40205

WALLET, Brown Lost
in the St. Matthews
/Breckenr idge Ln
area. Keep money.
502-895-3511

CONCRETE
CUSTOM DESIGN

All type of concrete
w o r k . D e c o r a t i v e
Concrete,Stamping,
Driveways,Sidewalks
Garages, Retaining
walls.Free estimates
Residential &
Commercial

502-489-0220

K K K K K
LARRY T. MIKESELL
AVERAGE ROOM $70

* Cabinet Refinishing
* Lifetime Warranty
on Exterior Painting

* Hang Wallpaper
* Tub Reglaze

* Repair Drywall
40 YRS. EXPERIENCE

Fully insured
FREE Estimates!

937-8251 or 266-9116
K K K K K

ANYTIME
ROOFING
& SIDING

FREE No Obligation
Inspection/Estimate
Locally Owned
& Operated
Hail Damage

Specialist!

502-964-9775

B & G
ROOFING & FRAMING

SPRING SPECIAL
Same Day

Free Estimates
 Hail Damage
 Roofing Inspections
 Gutters/Siding
 Room Additions
 Covered Decks
Fully insured. Many
references available.

English/Spanish
bandgroofinglouisville
.com (502) 408-3013

Emergency Emergency

LEAKY ROOF
*ROOF REPAIR &
*GUTTER REPAIR
*CHIMNEY REPAIR

*FLASHING &
*TUCKPOINTING

NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES

35 years experience
502-338-6042

TOYOTA ‘06 TUNDRA,
75K mi., auto, no ac-
cidents, $7,000. Call
502-618-8649;
info@tomsales.net

» Family ties: El Padrino is by 1997 Blue Grass
Stakes and Fountain of Youth winner Pulpit,
who finished fourth in the Kentucky Derby
but suffered an injury and never raced again.
Pulpit’s sire was champion A.P. Indy, a son of
Triple Crown winner Seattle Slew. El Padrino
is the first foal out of Enchanted Rock, who
was unplaced in her lone career race, on turf.
She is by European champion Giant’s Cause-
way, a son of Storm Cat.
» How he got here: After a third in last
year’s Remsen Stakes, El Padrino won an
optional claiming race in January before
taking the Risen Star Stakes. He finished
fourth in the Florida Derby after running four
wide.
» Running style: El Padrino won’t be a deep
closer but is expected to take back a bit and
make a late run. If the track is muddy, he
moves up.
» Trainer: Todd Pletcher is one of the best in
the business, winning five Eclipse awards
since 2004. He won the 2010 Kentucky Derby
with Super Saver and has trained multiple
Eclipse champions, including Uncle Mo, Asha-
do, English Channel, Speightstown, Fleet
Indian, Wait a While and Left Bank.
» Owner: Let’s Go Stable was created in 2006
by Kevin Scatuorchio and Bryan Sullivan. The
nine partners include NFL offensive lineman
Rob Petitti.
» Jockey: Rafael Bejarano is a native of Peru
who has been racing in the United States
since 2002. He has won riding titles at all
major tracks in California and Kentucky and
won the 2010 Kentucky Oaks aboard champi-
on Blind Luck.
» What they say: “You have to enjoy it while

you are here, and he’s doing great,” Scatu-
orchio said. “You can’t say you are extremely
confident when you are running in the Ken-
tucky Derby against 19 other horses, but I sure
felt a lot better when we drew the 16 (post).
The horse is doing great. If it’s his day, he’s
good enough to get it done.”
» Barn notes: When naming horses, all nine
partners in Let’s Go Stable submit their ideas,
then they take a vote. Scatuorchio suggested
El Padrino, which means The Godfather in
Spanish, and it was a unanimous pick.

— Jody Demling

MANE CHARACTER | EL PADRINO

El Padrino is Spanish for The Godfather.
BILL LUSTER/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

“To me he’s been Mr. Consistency so
far,” said Pletcher, who also will saddle
Florida Derby fourth-place finisher El Pa-
drino in the Derby.

Mr. Consistency doesn’t seem to trans-
late toMr.Excitement. Pletcher’sbarnusu-
ally draws a throng of media members, but
only four were waiting there Thursday.

“Part of it is that he was a little later de-
veloping,” Pletcher said. “We weren’t run-
ning in the big 2-year-old races. He was on
the radar but had a late start. I think after
the Wood everybody knows what he’s all
about.”

Pletcher also joked that the shortage of
hype is “the New York media’s fault.” Wal-
den pointed out that some other horses
have better speed figures and noted that
Pletcher didn’t ship his horses to Louisville
from Palm Meadows in Florida until Tues-
day.

Pletcher had good reason to stay in Flor-
ida. He was stabled there all winter, and his
barn has been on fire. He won 71 times in
177 starts at the Gulfstream Park meet and
tops the trainers’ earnings list with
$6.5 million.

“We were doing so well based in Palm
Meadows all winter,” he said. “Horses
were running well, and it didn’t matter
where we sent them. We didn’t want to
break up any kind of momentum.”

Gemologist has had momentum from

Gemologist has done no wrong.
The Wood Memorial winner is the only

undefeated horse among the 20 entered for
Saturday’s 138th running of the Kentucky
Derby at Churchill Downs, but he isn’t get-
ting much respect.

Gemologist is the third choice in the
morning line at 6-1 and hasn’t created a lot
of buzz on the backside this week.

“I’m not really sure why that is,” trainer
Todd Pletcher said. “He’s done everything
he can possibly do.”

But neither Pletcher nor the folks from
WinStar Farm, who own the colt, are going
to complain or trade spots with anyone.
The son of Tiznow has never been worse
than third at any call during his five career
starts. He also won twice last fall at Chur-
chill Downs.

“It doesn’t bother me that much,” Win-
Star president and CEO Elliott Walden said
about the lack of respect. “He’s always
been a standout with us. He was our No. 1
pick (from the farm’s crop of 2-year-olds),
and he’s not disappointed us.”

The robust-looking bay colt could give
Pletcher and WinStar a second Derby vic-
tory in three years, following Super Saver
in 2010. Pletcher likens Gemologist to New
York Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter.

the first time he stepped into a starting
gate. He broke his maiden at Turfway Park
in late September, won an optional claim-
ing race at Churchill Downs in October and
took the Kentucky Jockey Club on Nov. 26.
Both of those victories at Churchill were
around two turns — like the Derby.

“That bodes well for the future,” Pletch-
er said.

Gemologist dusted an allowance field
by seven lengths in March, then held off a
challenge by Alpha in the Wood Memorial
last month at Aqueduct. Some railbirds
have said he was untested until that race,
but Pletcher said the colt hasn’t skipped a
beat since the first day.

“He’s been so professional in every-
thing he’s done,” Pletcher said. “He’s been
one of those straightforward, professional,
does-everything-right kind of horses.

“I think the horse’s résumé is very im-
pressive.”

Though Gemologist isn’t the buzz horse
at the moment, Walden said he wouldn’t be
surprised to see WinStar’s colors on the
Derby favorite when the field leaves the
gate.

“He could be the favorite on Derby
Day,” Walden said. “There will be a bunch
of novice fans, and they will see Todd and
then they will see all those 1s and the fact
that he won here twice. I could see him be-
ing the favorite.”

Unbeaten colt a hidden Gemologist so far
Pletcher’s horse somehow
flying under the radar
By Jody Demling
jdemling@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

KENTUCKY DERBY
Post time: 6:24 p.m. EDT Saturday at Churchill
Downs. Grade/purse: Grade I, $2,219,600. Distance:
11⁄8 miles. Weight: 126 pounds. TV: NBC-3.
PP Horse Jockey/trainer Odds
1. Daddy Long Legs O’Donoghue/O’Brien 30-1
2. Optimizer Court/Lukas 50-1
3. Take Charge Indy Borel/Byrne 15-1
4. Union Rags Leparoux/Matz 9-2
5. Dullahan Desormeaux/Romans 8-1
6. Bodemeister Smith/Baffert 4-1
7. Rousing Sermon Lezcano/Hollendorfer 50-1
8. Creative Cause Rosario/Harrington 12-1
9. Trinniberg Martinez/Parboo 50-1
10. Daddy Nose Best Gomez/Asmussen 15-1
11. Alpha Maragh/McLaughlin 15-1
12. Prospective Contreras/Casse 30-1
13. Went the Day Well Velazquez/Motion 20-1
14. Hansen Dominguez/Maker 10-1
15. Gemologist Castellano/Pletcher 6-1
16. El Padrino Bejarano/Pletcher 20-1
17. Done Talking Russell/Smith 50-1
18. Sabercat Nakatani/Asmussen 30-1
19. I’ll Have Another Gutierrez/O’Neill 12-1
20. Liaison Garcia/Baffert 50-1

Also eligible
21. My Adonis Trujillo/Breen 50-1

Michael Beychok claimed the largest
prize ever in a handicapping tournament
in January when he won the 13th annual
Daily Racing Form/NTRA National
Handicapping Championship. The 48-
year-old political consultant from Baton
Rouge, La., bested a record field of 480,
and his $1margin of victory earned him the
$1 million first prize and an Eclipse Award
as Handicapper of the Year.

Beychok qualified for the champion-
ship at www.twinspires.com for the fifth
straight time but had never finished higher
than 23rd. This time he won it when Glori-
ous Dancer, his15th and final pick over the
two-day event, won by a nose over Gree-
ley’s Agenda at Golden Gate Fields.

The Courier-Journal: What was your
overriding strategy?

Michael Beychok: It’s much different
than going to the track and saying I want to
come away a winner today. In a contest,
you have to figure out what the winning to-
tal is going to be, similar to a golfer going
into a golf tournament saying it’s going to
take15 under. Same thing with a horse rac-
ing contest; you have to figure out what
the winning number is going to be. Mine
was $220 over two days, so I had to figure
out what horses I had to pick to get to that
number.

C-J: Did you realize it was coming
down to the final race?

Beychok: I realized that I had to pick
the winner of the last race. That was on my
plate. I had no control over the other guy.
He could have also picked the winner, and
I would have lost. And then I had to make
sure the winner was 3-1or better because I
was behind him by $11. … Not only did I
have to pick the winner, the winner had to
be 3-1 and the other guy couldn’t have
picked the winner or the second-place
horse. A lot of things had to go exactly per-
fect.

C-J: Now you ended up buying the
horse that won?

Beychok: Glorious Dancer. My brother
and another fellow who was with me in Ve-
gas, we ended up buying it together. They
have a small piece of it. I figured it was
good enough that day, it’s good enough.

C-J: Where did you get your start
handicapping?

Beychok: James Carville (political
commentator) took me to the track for the
first time. He was a lawyer for my dad,
and he was not a very good lawyer. He
would tell you that. I was about12,13 years
old and one Saturday my dad had a sched-
uling conflict and asked him if he could
take me for the day. He said, “Sure, but I’m
going to the track.” So I went to the track
for the first time with James and some of
his buddies, and that was it. I was hooked.

C-J: Have you been to the Derby be-
fore?

Beychok: My dad (Shelly Beychok)
brought me to the track from 1979-94. He
passed away in the summer of ’94, so I
haven’t been back to the Derby since then.
I’m bringing my (30-year-old) son this
year for the first time. I have a14-year-old
that I was trying to get up here, but with
school and everything it didn’t work out.

C-J: What is it like to be back?
Beychok: I’ve never done it like this,

the whole fake celebrity thing, but I’ve
never been on the backside. It’s great to be
back. It’s a wonderful, unique event. It’s
not just a race, it’s an event — one of the
greatest sporting events in the world.

C-J: Have you figured out your favor-
ite for Saturday yet?

Beychok: The day I qualified for the
contest I picked Sabercat, so there’s a lit-
tle bit of sentimental value. ... I was look-
ing for every reason not to like him, but I
like him. ... I also like Gemologist.

— C.L. Brown

Q & A: HANDICAPPING CHAMP MICHAEL BEYCHOK

farm’s unbeaten Gemologist. “He breaks
sharp and he’s athletic and puts himself in
the race. I think if they go fast enough,
they’ll be 8-10 lengths in front of him.”

Those connected to the closers are hop-
ing Gemologist and others will be inclined
to show enough gas early to ensure none of
the speed horses goes without pressure.

“I don’t think anyone can outrun Trin-
niberg,” said Dale Romans, trainer of
Toyota Blue Grass winner Dullahan and
Shackleford. “And if you take his speed
away from him, you’ve taken everything.
If he’s my horse, I just let him run. Han-
sen’s the one. His Gotham victory was
beautiful; he relaxed and did what he was
supposed to. … I hope he tries to chase
(Trinniberg), whether the jock wants him
to or not. If he’s fighting, he’s going to burn
up a lot of energy.

“Then you’ll see Bodemeister right
there with them. And there are other
speed horses who could show up.”

The most significant draw for post po-
sitions Wednesday evening was Hansen
drawing post14, with Bodemeister (post 6)
and Trinniberg (No. 9) to his inside.

Bob Baffert, Bodemeister’s trainer,
called it a “big game-changer” that with
the last two posts left, Hansen got No. 14
instead of the rail.

That gives Hansen his best chance to
relax off the lead, as he did in the Gotham.
In the Blue Grass, Hansen was a bit too
keen early. While he finished fast, Dulla-
han finished faster for a1¼-length victory.

Trainer Mike Maker is hoping that hav-
ing raced only three weeks ago (vs. six be-

tween the Gotham and Blue Grass) will
take some edge off Hansen’s fastball.

“I think Trinniberg has got to be the
speed of the speed,” Maker said, adding of
Hansen’s jockey, Ramon Dominguez: “We
won’t handcuff Ramon, and whatever hap-
pens when they leave the gate, we’ll leave
it up to him. … But I have every reason to
believe he can sit off those two horses.”

Bodemeister has looked settled in his
training. But Baffert, seeking his fourth
Kentucky Derby, admits concern about
how such a competitive horse will respond
if challenged by horses on his right flank.

“Nobody wants to go too fast,” Baffert
said. “Unless it’s the year of Songanda-
prayer. … You just don’t know who’s going
to go crazy in there — with 20 horses and
the jockeys are all revved up. It could be a
front-running disaster and set up for a
closer.

“… From post 6, he’s going to have to be
in the fray early. We’re definitely not go-
ing to take him back. But he’s fast — and he
does it easily.”

Trinniberg turned in the slowest first
quarter-mile of his career — 472⁄5 seconds
— in winning the Bay Shore. But if he goes
472⁄5 again, he won’t be in front.

“Who can tell? They might expect him
to come back (stop) and leave him alone
and the race might be over at that point,”
said his jockey, Willie Martinez. “If I still
have some horse left around the three-
eighths pole, he can outsprint any horse
from the top of the lane home. Whether
he’s going to be reserved enough, that’s
the question.”

Jennie Rees can be reached at (502) 582-4042.

PACE: Derby has speedball selection
Continued from Page C1
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