
By NICOLE WINFIELD
and PAUL HAVEN
The Associated Press

HAVANA, Cuba — Pope
Benedict XVI wraps up his visit to
Cuba today with an open-air Mass
in the shrine of the Cuban revolu-
tion, hoping to revive the Catholic
faith in this communist-run coun-
try. His other appointment: a meet-
ing with Fidel Castro.

The former Cuban leader
announced late Tuesday that he
would happily meet with Bene-
dict, saying he was asking for just
a “few minutes of his very busy
time” in Havana.

The Vatican had already said
Benedict was available, so the
confirmation from Castro ends
weeks of speculation as to whether
Castro would repeat the meeting
he held with Pope John Paul II
during his historic 1998 visit.

“I will happily greet His Excel-
lency Pope Benedict XVI as I did
John Paul II, a man for whom
contact with children and the
humble raised feelings of affec-
tion,” Castro wrote.

Benedict’s Mass in Revolution
Plaza comes 14 years after John
Paul preached on the same spot
before hundreds of thousands of
people, Fidel among them. Then,
an image of Jesus Christ was dis-
played opposite the plaza’s iconic
image of revolutionary hero
Ernesto “Che” Guevara, a remark-
able development for a country
that had been officially atheist
until 1992.

This time, a huge poster of
Cuba’s patron saint, the Virgin of
Charity of Cobre, covered the

facade of one of the buildings fac-
ing the plaza near Che. The icon
has been the spiritual focus of
Benedict’s three-day visit, timed
to coincide with the 400th
anniversary of the appearance of
the diminutive statue.

Benedict visited the statue in a
sanctuary near the eastern city of

Santiago on Tuesday morning and
prayed to her for greater freedom
and renewal for all Cubans –
another gentle nudge to the gov-
ernment to continue opening itself
up to greater reforms.

“I have entrusted to the Mother
of God the future of your country,
advancing along the ways of

renewal and hope, for the greater
good of all Cubans,” the pope said.
“I have also prayed to the Virgin
for the needs of those who suffer,
of those who are deprived of free-
dom, those who are separated from
their loved ones or who are under-
going times of difficulty.”

A top official in Havana quick-

ly responded: “In Cuba, there will
not be political reform,” said Vice
President Marino Murillo, Cuba’s
economic czar.

Before arriving on his trip to
Mexico and Cuba, Benedict
asserted that Marxism as it was
originally conceived is irrelevant
for today’s reality. Upon arriving
on Cuban soil, however, his lan-
guage was less direct, and he
pressed instead for the Roman
Catholic Church to play a greater
role in Cuban life and for Cuba’s
people to enjoy greater freedoms.

The Vatican spokesman said
the Holy See didn’t take Murillo’s
comments as a rebuff to Bene-
dict’s call, noting that the pope
isn’t a political leader who can
change laws or political systems.
But he said Benedict does have
some concrete hopes for the visit.

During a nearly hourlong meet-
ing Tuesday with Cuban President
Raul Castro – twice the normal
length of papal audiences with
heads of state – Benedict asked that
the government declare a holiday
for Good Friday, when Catholics
commemorate the death of Christ.

The request, like so much of
this trip, was a follow-up of sorts
to Cuba’s decision to declare
Christmas a national holiday in
honor of John Paul’s 1998 visit.
Cubans hadn’t had Christmas off
for nearly 30 years.

“It’s not that it changes reality in
a revolutionary way, but it can be a
sign of a positive step, as was the
case of Christmas after John Paul’s
visit,” said the Vatican spokesman,
the Rev. Federico Lombardi.

The government didn’t give an

immediate response, but Lombar-
di said it was natural for Cuba to
take time to consider it. The gov-
ernment frequently declares holi-
days at the last minute and Good
Friday this year falls in less than
two weeks, on April 6.

Benedict also raised “humani-
tarian” issues with Raul Castro, an
apparent reference to political
prisoners. Lombardi said he did-
n’t know if individual cases were
discussed.

Primarily, though, Benedict
came to Cuba to try to win a
greater place in society for the
Catholic Church, which has been
marginalized in the six decades of
Castro family rule.

“Naturally a papal visit hopes to
be an impulse for further steps, be
it for the life of the church or for
the good of society in its entirety,”
Lombardi told reporters, citing
media, education and health care
as areas where the church wants a
greater say.

But in a country that once
preached atheism and still is domi-
nated by Marxist thought, that’s a
hard sell for the government and
for ordinary Cubans alike.

Ana Blanco, 47, Havana resi-
dent, complained that people were
being told to attend today’s Mass,
saying the pressure seemed odd in
a country that in her early years
taught her religion was wrong.

“Now there’s this visit by the
pope, and I don’t agree with giv-
ing it so much importance or mak-
ing anyone go to the Mass or other
activities,” the office worker said.
“Before it was bad, now it’s good.
That creates confusion.”

DAILY NEWS, BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 2012 - PAGE 1DNation/world

 SOLD! SOLD!

 SOLD!

 SOLD!

 SOLD!

 H OT  R ODS  O PENING  
 W EEKEND  S PECIAL !

 $ 259  For Good Luck 
 Hot Rods Ad

 And you’ll receive …
 4 FREE Box Seat Tickets for 

 Opening Weekend to all 3 games!
 April 5 • April 6 • April 7

 Ad runs Wednesday, April 14th

 HURRY!!!
 Just a few spots remain!

 We w
ill b

e 

 su
pportin

g 

 Bowing G
reen Hot R

ods 

 with
 a   Fu

ll P
age, Fu

ll C
olor 

 Good Lu
ck Ad   to

 in
crease

 atte
ndence 

 for a
ll   3

 opening w
eeke

nd games.  ALL 

 SUPPORTERS 

 GET FREE TICKETS!

 SOLD!

 SOLD!

 SOLD!  SOLD!

 SOLD!

 SOLD!

 SOLD!

 Contact Mark Mahagan today!
 270-783-3233 or mmahagan@bgdailynews.com

By COLLEEN LONG
and JENNIFER PELTZ
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — While
Dominique Strauss-Kahn faces
fresh charges in his native France
amid a prostitution investigation,
a judge in New York may decide
whether to allow a civil case
accusing him of sexually assault-
ing a hotel maid to go forward.

The 62-year-old former chief
of the International Monetary
Fund was charged last
year with attempted
rape and other crimes
after the May 14
encounter with hotel
maid Nafissatou Diallo,
but the criminal case
was dropped after pros-
ecutors lost faith in her
credibility. 

Still, she vowed to
have her day in court
and sued Strauss-Kahn.
She maintains that he
attacked her when she
came to clean his luxury suite at
the Sofitel Hotel.

The first hearing in the civil
case was scheduled for this after-
noon in the Bronx. Neither the
33-year-old woman nor Strauss-
Kahn is expected to attend.

The proceeding is likely to
deal with complex laws that
shield diplomats from prosecu-
tion and lawsuits in their host
countries. Strauss-Kahn’s
lawyers have argued that the
onetime French presidential can-
didate is immune under a 1947
U.N. agreement that afforded the
privilege to heads of “special-
ized agencies,” including the
International Monetary Fund.
Strauss-Kahn was carrying a
travel document at the time that
said he was entitled to those

immunities, his lawyers say. 
Diallo’s attorneys say the argu-

ment is overreaching and misses
the mark. 

When police pulled him from
an Air France flight and arrested
him, Strauss-Kahn also declared
he had diplomatic immunity, but
the IMF said he didn’t because he
was in New York on personal
business – visiting his daughter.
He didn’t push the issue amid the
criminal case that eventually dis-

solved in August. 
Since then, Strauss-

Kahn has seen his sexu-
al behavior scrutinized
internationally. On
Monday, he was handed
preliminary charges in
France alleging he was
involved in a hotel
prostitution ring includ-
ing prominent city fig-
ures and police in Lille.

Investigating judges
questioned him for
about eight hours and

gave him preliminary charges of
“aggravated procurement in an
organized gang.” Under French
law, preliminary charges mean
authorities have reason to
believe a crime was committed
but allow more time for investi-
gation.

A judge has barred him from
speaking with media until further
investigation.  

His French lawyer said the
married, Strauss-Kahn engaged
in “libertine” acts but did nothing
legally wrong, and is being
unfairly targeted for his extramar-
ital sex life. He’s free on bail.  

The Associated Press generally
doesn’t name people who report
being sexually assaulted unless
they come forward publicly, as
Diallo has done.

By SEBASTIAN ABBOT
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan’s
army chief will hold his first
meeting with senior U.S. com-
manders today to discuss U.S.
airstrikes that killed 24 Pakistani
soldiers at two Afghan border
posts last year.

The attack, which the U.S. has
said was an accident and Pakistan
claimed was deliberate, severely
strained the already troubled rela-
tions between the two allies. Both
sides have said they want to
repair ties and move forward, but
have made little progress.

Pakistan retaliated for the
November airstrikes by kicking
the U.S. out of a base used by
American drones and closing its
border to supplies meant for
NATO troops in Afghanistan.

The U.S. is eager to get the
supplies moving again because it
has had to spend much more
money shipping goods by an
alternative route that runs through
Central Asia. The supply line
through Pakistan will also be key
to trucking out equipment as the
U.S. seeks to withdraw most of its
combat forces from Afghanistan
by the end of 2014.

A workable relationship is also
important because Pakistan is
seen as key to striking a peace
agreement with the Taliban that

would allow U.S. troops to with-
draw from Afghanistan without
the country descending into fur-
ther chaos.

Pakistan would also benefit
from patching up relations
because U.S. assistance has helped
keep its struggling economy
afloat. The U.S. has given Pakistan
billions of dollars in aid since 2001
to enlist its support in fighting
Islamist militants, but the relation-
ship has been plagued by mistrust.

The Pakistani army said Gen.
Asfhaq Pervez Kayani and the top
U.S. commander in the region,
Gen. James Mattis, and the top
commander in Afghanistan, Gen.
John Allen, will discuss the inves-
tigation of the U.S. airstrikes and
ways to improve border coordina-
tion. The meeting will be held at
army headquarters in Rawalpindi,
just outside the capital, Islamabad,
the army statement said.

Pakistan has demanded a direct
apology for the deaths of its sol-
diers, but this has been complicat-
ed by domestic political consider-
ations in the U.S. and conflicting
accounts of who is to blame.

A U.S. investigation found that
mistakes were made on both
sides, but that the airstrikes came
after Pakistani troops fired at U.S.
and Afghan special forces who
were conducting an operation on
the Afghan side of the border.
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Pope Benedict XVI says a prayer Tuesday and bids farewell to the people of Santiago de Cuba on steps
leading to the original statue of Our Lady of Charity in the Sanctuary of El Cobre.


