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Attorney general

hildren’s book author and illustrator Tedd Arnold (above) speaks

Tuesday to students at William H. Natcher Elementary School in

Bowling Green. Students (right) listen to Arnold’s presentation. Arnold,

who said he visits about 50 schools across the country each year,

enjoys seeing what makes kids tick, because his children are grown, he

said. “It’s very important for me as a picture-book author to stay in touch

with kids. They’re very inspiring to me.” Story, Page 3A.
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Grammy-winning musician
known as father of newgrass
will give concert at SKyPAC.
See Thursday’s Time Out.

Sam Bush show
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Wildcats rally past Toppers
for 19th consecutive victory
at Cliff Hagan Stadium.
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STEVE BESHEAR
Kentucky governor

Bilked cattle farmers could get restitution
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Some southcentral Kentucky cattle farm-
ers could get part of $890,000 in restitution
that will be made in a criminal case against
Eastern Livestock.

Four people affiliated with the now-
defunct Indiana company pleaded guilty
Tuesday in Metcalfe Circuit Court to charges
ranging from criminal syndication to theft.
The 2011 charges stem from the company’s
transactions at the Metcalfe County cattle-

buying station, where farmers were given
bad checks for the sale.

John Neagle of Smiths Grove hopes to see
some of that money. Neagle, who has been
cattle farming for years, sold 12 cattle on
Nov. 2, 2010, at Eastern, for which he
received a check for $6,260.

“It put me in a bind when the check came
back (because of insufficient funds),” he
said. “I’m fortunate that I was raising tobac-
co and had access to some of that money so
I could cover the checks I had written. My
help is good enough that they waited to get

paid until I could get that worked out.”
Two of the men pleading guilty in state

court, CEO Thomas P. Gibson and CFO
Steve McDonald, also face federal charges of
mail fraud related to allegedly defrauding
two banks out of millions of dollars.

For the state charges, Kentucky identified
170 farmers from southcentral Kentucky who
are owed money by the company after checks
to them were bounced from a closed account,
Attorney General Jack Conway said.

Marine
is awarded
high honor
Butler native earns Bronze Star
for his actions in Afghanistan

By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

Sgt. Robert Gregory would give up his pres-
tigious award to get his friends back from the
dead. He would rather give the soldier who
stepped in a minefield his
legs back. Or the comrade,
whose wounds he covered
while under fire, his life
back.

Like many soldiers
who have returned from
war, it’s hard for Gregory
to talk about the actions
that recently earned him
the Bronze Star, one of the
most distinguished mili-
tary medals. Gregory is a
Morgantown native and
member of the U.S. Marine Corps.

He earned the medal during his service in
Afghanistan from October 2010 to March
2011. He led a convoy through volatile parts of
the country, where more than 1,000 impro-
vised explosive devices were planted. 

“The whole place was a minefield,” Grego-
ry said. “People, they’re stepping on them and
losing their legs, their hands and even their
lives.” 

ROBERT GREGORY
Marine sergeant

Housing
plentiful
for students
Various projects, updates under way
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

When Western Kentucky University stu-
dents return to campus in the fall, they will
have a number of new housing opportunities.

Students already have been gobbling up the
lease-a-bedroom concepts WKU is adding to
the edge of campus, and the Columns is retro-
fitting the old Bowling Green Junior High
School for apartments. And while it has been
there for several years, The Registry on Old
Morgantown Road is updating its campus to
continue to attract students.

But the new housing options shouldn’t
affect traditional on-campus student housing,
according to Brian Kuster, housing and resi-
dence life director for WKU.

See TWO, 6A

See BRONZE STAR, 6A
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See WKU, 6A

By RANDY PATRICK
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — A House bill to curb pre-
scription drug abuse in Kentucky was approved
Tuesday by the Senate Judiciary Committee.

The committee voted 7-2 to endorse the leg-
islation by House Speaker Greg Stumbo, D-
Prestonsburg, after making several changes.

One change was made because of doctors’
concerns. Although the Senate substitute retains

Stumbo’s proposal to move the Kentucky All
Schedule Prescription Electronic Reporting pro-
gram from the Cabinet for Health and Family
Services to the attorney general’s office, it would
create a special unit of that office and limit the
number of its employees who have access to
KASPER information to 20. Those employees
must have specialized training. 

The KASPER system would also be modi-
fied to record the identity of the searchers and

record their queries.
When the House passed the bill, 81-7, on

March 9, Stumbo said moving KASPER to the
attorney general’s office was a key provision
because the program is “a law enforcement
tool.”

Sen. Tom Jensen, R-London, the chairman
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, said Tues-
day that’s an issue he’s willing to compromise.

The legislation is intended to control the
problem of “pill mills” – pain clinics run by
unscrupulous owners who prey on people with
pain pill addictions. It is also meant to curb

“doctor shopping” by addicts or drug dealers
who get prescriptions from more than one doc-
tor and get them filled at multiple pharmacies.

“I think it helps quite a bit for every physi-
cian to check a KASPER (report),” Bowling
Green pain management physician Dr. Ram
Pasupuleti said. Pasupuleti treats patients at the
Center for Pain Management in Bowling
Green. “As we see, there are lot of people who
doctor shop. I think it’s a good tool to have,” he
said about the KASPER system.

Beshear: States will share information to monitor drug abuse

See BILL, 6A


