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IN OUR VIEW 

He came, 
he coached, 

he conquered, 
he left 

These are the best of t imes and the 
worst of times for fans of Morehead State 
University men's basketball. 

It's sad to lose Coach Donnie Tyndall 
but, at the same time, we should be 
happy for his personal success. 

And, as we have learned in times past, 
most recently in 2006, the hiring of a 
new coach undoubtedly will bring anoth· 
er new spirit of excitement to J ohnson 
Arena. 

Your input 
is invited! 

The readers of the 
Journal-Times 
are invited to 

submit suggestions for 
local news 

coverage, ideas for 
editorials, and topics 
for personal columns 
by the Publisher and 

others. 
Email your input to 

kkappeS@ 
journal-times. com or 

call 474-5101 
or 286·4201. 

It was barely six years ago when a n 
eager, enthusia stic young coach - wit h a 
reputation a s a master recruiter - came 
back to his alma mater and promised to 
do everything he could to build a success
ful men's basketball program. 

A story of drug addiction ... and hope 

Donnie Tynda ll proved to be a man of 
his word as he s tead ily assembled a bas
ketball team that won on the basketball 
court and in the cl assroom. 

The entire basketball world knows that 
he fo und a gangly, smiling young man in 
the inner city of Newark, N. J ., who 
t rusted him to make him a better player 
and help him earn a college degree. 

Kenneth Faried not only became the 
best rebounder in the history of college 
basketball, a first round NBA d raft pick 
and a college graduate, he led h is team 
to a cou ple of Ohio Valley Conference 
championships a nd trips to the big dance 
- the NCAA tournament. 

Some say that upset win over the U of 
L Cardinals in Denver will be remem
bered as the most exciting game in tour
nament history. 

Others saw it a s a turning point in 
Donnie Tyndall's reputation as a coach. 
National media began to speculate about 
his future marketabil ity. 

In our view, no one in college basketball 
works harder or is more deserving of suc
cess tha n Tynda ll. 

We knew t ha t hi s success in finding 
and developing players and building win
ning teams would someday ta ke him 
away from Morehead State. 

And that's exactly what happened on 
Monday when the Golden Eagles of the 
University of Southern Mississippi 
tapped h im to be their head coach. 

And we s urely can't feel bad toward 
USM, the inst itution that produced Brett 
Favre a nd Jimmy Buffet. 

Looking a head , his decision to go to a 
larger school in a national conference 
could open other doors as TyndaU takes 
his teams into the media ma rkets of 
Dallas , Houston, Memphis, New Orleans, 
and Birmingham. 

God grant me the 
serenity 

to accept the things 
I cannot change; 

COllrage to change 
the things I can; 
and wisdom to 

know the difference. 

These famous 
of American 

Reinhold 
have been 

aroun d a long time. 
I have always 

admired their prac-
ticality but now I 
am aware of their 
power. 

Try to imagine the 
emotion al impact of 
hea ring 80 men of 
a ll 

der in a darkened 
room, reciting t hese 
words strongly and 

as an 
expression of soli-
dar ity and a com-
mitment to each 
other. 

This was not like 
a fraternity meet· 

or a pre-game 
It was more 

im portant. 
It was 80 men try-

ing to save them-
selves and each 

after 100 days to hugs as these for-
"go back to the mer tough guys 

KEITH world" as self-pro· held onto each 
KAPPES fessed recover ing other and t r ied 
Publisher addicts and try to again to cope with 
Journal- reclaim their lives. raw emotions t hey Times "Bob" told a sad had rediscovered in 

tale of how his wife weeks of painfu l 
other at a drug and two daughters thera py. 
treatment center in ha d written him off Fina lly, the 
the mountains of after he had tried remaining men 
East Kentucky. and failed six t imes formed a tunnel to 

Most were there in rehab. the front en trance 
because family "Freddie" kept and sang farewell 
members had telling his girlfriend to each of the 
exhausted their that he was worth depa rting addicts . 
patience, t rust, waiting for and that Three walked out 
money, prayers a nd he would never with those who 
hope. offend again . He came to support 

They could no a pologized to his th em. 
longer tolerate the paren ts for their "Bob" was the last 
lying, stealing, heartaches. to leave. He stood 
cheating and d isre- "Tom" promised silently a s h is class-
s pect from these his young wife and ma tes rode a way. 
"pill heads" whose newborn son that Then he noticed a 
lifestyle was sleep- he would stay clean small car in the 
ing by day and drug and be a good shadows. Standing 
seeking by night. father. He had to beside it were a 

Many of the recite his speech woman and two 
addicts had been because, a t 45, he young girls. 
a bandoned by their had not learned to Cautiously a t fi rs t 
families and had no read. and then without 
one but the men "Roy" said he did · hesitation, they ran 
standing in that n't know where to toward each other. 
room as their per· go because the clin· "Bob" would have a 
sona l su pport sys- ic was the only seventh cha nce. 
tern. home he ha d left . And 76 of society's 
It was graduation The ceremony outcasts would 

and four had ended with tears, have a nother rea-
earned the r ight hugs a nd more son to hope. 
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Thanks, coach, for keeping your prom
ise to make our Eagles soar again . We 
wish you the very best. 

EOHS and WCHS Seniors 

ww.journal-times.com 

LEITERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor, 
I recently had the 

opportunity to meet a 
great public servant I 
have admired for a long 
time. His name is Will T. 
Scott from Pikeville, KY. 
Mr. Scott is a Vietnam 
veteran who enlisted in 
the U.S. Army as a young 
infantryman during the 
Vietnam War. He served 
out nation as great risk 
when he was just a 
young kid from eastern 
Kentucky. 

In an era where the 
honor and nobility of mil
itary service was ques
tioned by the counter cul
ture of 1960s liberalism, 
young Will 'f Scott 
answered the call of duty. 

During his enlisted 

service Mr. Scott was 
commissioned as an offi
cer in the United Slates 
Army. He is a mustang 
(officer with prior enlist
ed service) who was 
awarded the Bronze Star 
as well as the 
Vietnamese Cross of 
Gallantry for his service 
in Vietnam. 

Will T. Scott served 
with honor as one of our 
American airborne war
riors long ago, but he still 
has the heart. of a warrior 
and the desire and call
ing to serve OUT 

Commonwealth and our 
nation. 

My husband is a 
Marine, but at our house 
we salute all veterans 
from all branches, espe
cially decorated combat 

~e salute the outstanding young men and women in this year's 
senior classes at East Carter and West Carter high schools who 

are feat red in today's issue of the Journal-Times. 

veterans like Will T. 
Scott. 

Vietnam veterans 
served with the same 
dedication, sacrifice, and 
honor as today's vets as 
well as pre-Vietnam vet
erans. However, our 
Vietnam War heroes were 
largely treated with COIl

tempt by many of the 
people they risked their 
lives for. America turned 
her baek on our Vietnam 
vels, but thoSf! vets never 
turned their backs on us. 

Almost 40 years after 
the end of that war, we 
still have warriors who 
are willing to serve. I am 
thankful for them. I 
thank them for their 
service back then and I 
thank them for their 
service today. 

I thank Will T. Scott, 
Justice of the Kentucky 

Supreme Court., 7th 
Supreme Court. District. 

Justice Scott, thank 
you for defending our 
nation as a United States 
Army airborne soldier. 
Thank you for fighting 
for our country and for 
sacrificing for a nation 
which was, at the time, 
very ungrateful. 
Thank you for that Sf!rv
ice and thank you for 
your service today on the 
Kentucky Supreme 
Court. We need more 
men like you in public 
offices at the local, coun
ty, state, and national 
levels. Prom my Marine 
Corps family to you, I 
say ... SEMPER FI 

Angie Ballou 
Wmiamsburg KY 
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