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THE PET COR N E R

Feeding pets table scraps
can cause pancreatitis
When I was just a young

boy growing up in the moun-
tains of eastern Kentucky, it
was customary in our house
after dinner, to scrape your
dinner plate off into a pot on
the stove. From a very early
age, it was one of my many
chores to take the pot from
the stove and distribute the
table scraps to all
of our dogs in the
backyard.
Since my

mother had once
owned a restau-
rant and always
cooked in large
amounts, we never
had a shortage of
scraps to feed the
dogs. Further-
more, my mother
cooked with old
timey country cooking ingre-
dients which means she
added lots of salt, pepper,
spice and even lard to en-
hance the taste.
Just like Pavlov's dog, our

dogs would start salivating
and wagging their tails when
I started down the steps lead-
ing to the back yard with the
pot of scraps in my hand. Ob-
viously, they loved everything
my mother cooked, especially
biscuits and gravy.Amazingly,
back in those days, dogs
seemed to be more resilient
than the pampered pooches
of today. Certainly, there
were not as many viruses
prevalent back then, but they
also could eat a wide variety
offood without becoming ill.
If Jazz, our Golden Retriever,
or Marlo, our Yorkshire ter-
rier, gets the slightest morsel
of food, usually dropped by

one of the kids, they will defi-
nitely suffer from some gas-
trointestinal upset. In today's
time, a change from one dog
food to another often causes
vomiting and diarrhea. Even
worse, a rich, fatty meal may
cause pancreatitis. The pan-
creas is a very fragile and fri-
able organ located next to

the duodenum, the
first part of the
small intestine,
where the stomach
empties into the
intestines. It is an
extremely vital
organ with two
basic functions. It
produces digestive
enzymes to aid in

Dr. Jeff Castle digestion offood. It
also produces in-
sulin which allows

the body to properly utilize
sugar. Pancreatitis is a condi-
tion where the pancreas be-
comes inflamed. Basically,
dogs can have acute or sud-
den onset, pancreatitis or a
more chronic, relapsing pan-
creatitis. It is a very serious
and sometimes life-threaten-
ing disease. Pancreatitis may
occur without any known
cause, however, there is no
doubt that the majority of
cases are due to eating table
scraps.
Pork such as bacon, ham

and pork chops are definitely
some of the worse culprits.
There is a wide range of
severity of illness depending
on the type offood and
amount ingested. Further-
more, some dogs are simply
more susceptible because
some individuals have more
sensitive gastrointestinal or-
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gans. Symptoms ofpancreati-
tis are primarily nausea, vom-
iting, diarrhea, fever and
abdominal pain. In severe
cases, acute shock, depres-
sion and even death may
occur. Typically, there is a
history of the dog eating
some type of table scraps or
eating some unknown sub-
stance in the yard prior to
these clinical signs. A defini-
tive diagnosis of pancreatitis
can be difficult since there is
not one test that can be per-
formed to confirm the dis-
ease. However, blood tests
along with the history and
clinical signs usually support
the diagnosis. Blood tests
usually reveal an increase in
white blood cell count; how-
ever, an increased white
blood count is common with
many infections and diseases.
An increase of pancreatic
enzymes called amylase and
lipase is very helpful in diag-
nosing the disease, but some
dogs with pancreatitis can
have normal levels of pancre-
atic enzymes. Sometimes it
is necessary to treat for pan-
creatitis strictly based on
history and clinical signs.
Obviously, since the severity
of the disease varies, treat-
ment varies upon how sick
the dog is.
Basically, treatment con-

sists of giving the pancreas a
rest by withholding all food
and water as well as any oral
medications. Intravenous flu-
ids are necessary to ensure
the dog does not become de-
hydrated and to maintain
normal electrolyte balance.
Typically, dogs must be hos-
pitalized for two to four days

while intravenous fluids are
administered and food is
gradually re-introduced.
Antibiotics and medication

for vomiting must be given by
injection until the dog is well
enough to eat and keep it
down. Certainly, early diag-
nosis and prompt medical
treatment is very important
for the therapy to be success-
ful! Dogs that present with
shock and severe illness have
a very guarded prognosis.
Fortunately, most cases of
the milder forms of pancre-
atitis have a good prognosis
and recover completely.
However, some dogs that sur-
vive a significant bout of pan-
creatitis may develop
secondary conditions. If
enough of the pancreas is de-
stroyed a dog may no longer
have enough digestive en-
zymes for proper digestion
called exocrine pancreatic
insufficiency. These dogs re-
quire daily medication of en-
zyme replacement. If enough
insulin producing pancreatic
cells are destroyed, the dog
may become diabetic. Thank-
fully, the secondary condi-
tions are not the typical
situation. Again, most dogs
recover without any long-
term effects. Nevertheless, it
is a very serious and some-
times life-threatening dis-
ease. Pancreatitis should
never be taken lightly.
If your dog shows any

symptoms of pancreatitis,
you should contact your vet-
erinarian as soon as possible
to ensure your dog lives a
long, healthy and happy life.

Banks able to
loan money, but
businesses don't
want to spend
NEWYORK (AP) -
Since the credit crisis of
2008, everyone has been
waiting for the banks to
start lending money again.
It's finally happening, but
there's a catch: Businesses
are afraid to spend it.
Bank loans to businesses

grew 10 percent last year
after dropping 19 percent
in 2009 and 9 percent in
2010, according to the Fed-
eral Reserve. JPMorgan
Chase, Bank of America
and Wells Fargo confirmed
the growth in their latest
financial results.
But much of the loan

growth comes from lines of
credit, not traditional
loans. And instead of tap-
ping available credit to
power up plants, open fac-
tories and hire people,
businesses are waiting.
At the same time, they
are hoarding cash. JPMor-
gan, the nation's largest
bank, is holding a record
$200 billion in business de-
posits, up 26 percent last
year alone. Wells Fargo and
Bank of America also say
deposits from middle-mar-
ket businesses have
soared.
"Our business customers

are feeling optimistic,"
says Perry Pelos, head of
commercial banking for
Wells Fargo. "But I'm not

seeing any boom yet be-
cause they are still a little
uneasy about the future."
Even successful business

owners have found it diffi-
cult to adopt the easy con-
fidence of the years before
the deep and bruising re-
cession. They want to see
more improvement in the
economy before they take
great risks again.
Jon Schlegel, owner of a
Colorado brunch restau-
rant called Snooze Eatery,
says his customers are buy-
ing more Bloody Marys and
mimosas to go with the
popular and more expen-
sive chilaquiles Benedict
- his take on eggs Bene-
dict, stacked with steak
and tortillas and topped
with fresh salsa and cotija
cheese.
He's noticed more out-of-

town visitors in his restau-
rants on recent weekends
than in the past couple of
years. Yet Schlegel is care-
ful about every expense. He
pays for supplies and
meets payroll with the
restaurants' own cash flow
rather than borrowing.
"I've got to watch my

costs. Meat prices are ris-
ing, and coffee prices are
going up. If I raise my
prices, will people keep
coming and can I keep
growing?" Schlegel said.
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The former shot factory
The Shot Factory was lo-

cated on a cliff high above
the Kentucky River about
three-tenths of a mile up-
stream from the mouth of
Boone Creek. The factory
was 110 yards east of a pic-
turesque little cascading
stream called Berkley Spring
Branch. This small manufac-
tory produced buckshot for
use in muskets and fowling
pieces. (A fowling piece was
an early version of shotgun
used for shooting birds.) I
first heard of a shot factory
in the Boone Creek area
more than 10 years ago,
while working on a book
about Grimes Mill. Local res-
idents tell stories that echo
memories of a dim past. In
most descriptions, some type
of metal was dropped from
cliffs and fell into pools
where balls of shot were col-
lected. In some versions it
was cannonballs that were
produced. Historical records
of this operation are exceed-
ingly sparse. The method
used for making lead shot,
however, is well understood.
We tend to think of rain-
drops as having a teardrop
shape but, due to surface
tension, they are actually
spherical. With this insight, a
British plumber by the name
of William Watts developed
an ingenious process for

Harry Enoch photo
Jackson Ferry Shot Tower in Virginia, which is visible from In-
terstate 77 at the New River crossing.

making shot. Watt added a pensive. His method for mak-
two-story tower to his three- ing what came to be called
story house, cut holes "drop shot" caught on
through each floor and quickly. To produce shot,
placed a water tank in the specialized structures called
basement. From the top "shot towers" began to prolif-
floor, he poured molten lead erate.
through a copper sieve. As A Lexington newspaper
the lead fell, it formed tiny advertised drop shot for sale
spheres which solidified by local merchants in 1788.
when they hit the water. He By 1791, drop shot was being
then collected the shot from produced in Virginia by
the bottom of the tank. Watt Moses Austin (father of
patented his process in 1782. Stephen Austin of Texas
Previous methods for making fame). A number of early
shot were difficult and ex- See SHOT, A8

It Takes Some Courage,
But Saving Money
Is Worth The Leap.

White Vinyl Welded Double Hung Replacement Windows,
Vinyl Siding, Comfort World Seamless Gutters and Leaf protection
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• Porch ceilings covered in vinyl
• Complete line of Steel Entry Doors
• Complete line of Storm Doors
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~ 212 Southview Drive, Nicholasville, KY40356
~ _ I A • Behind Hardees on Main St.
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• Eves and overhangs covered in vinyl
• Seamless Gutters and Leaf protection
• Shutters in any color and size combination

(all for a FREEIn-Home Estimate!
(859)559-4859
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Put Away A Few Bucks.
Feel Like A Million Bucks.


