
Socialist leader elected
after wave of discontent
over Sarkozy’s tenure
By GREG KELLER 
and SYLVIE CORBET
The Associated Press

PARIS — Francois Hollande
became president of France today
in a ceremony steeped in tradition,
taking over a country worried
about Europe’s future and pledging
to make it a fairer place.

He leaves later on his first diplo-
matic foray – to Berlin, where he is
meeting German Chancellor
Angela Merkel to debate austerity
and growth in Europe. The euro-
zone has avoided a new recession,
thanks largely to Germany, but
new political turmoil in Greece has
revived fears about the fate of the
shared currency.

Hollande, 57, is only the second
Socialist president of modern
France, after Francois Mitterrand’s
1981-95 tenure, and rode to the
presidency on a wave of resurgent
leftist sentiment amid Europe’s
debt crisis and anti-free-market
protests around the world.

He was elected to run this
nuclear-armed nation earlier this
month after voters ousted incum-
bent Nicolas Sarkozy after only
one term.  Voters were disappoint-
ed over Sarkozy’s handling of
France’s economy – which has
high unemployment and low
growth – and recoiled at his
aggressive personality. 

Arriving this morning at the
18th-century Elysee Palace that is
the traditional residence of French
presidents, Hollande was greeted
by Sarkozy on the red-carpeted
steps. 

The two held a 40-minute pri-
vate meeting that is traditionally
the moment when the outgoing
president hands over the codes to
France’s nuclear arsenal.

Hollande was declared president
after the head of the constitutional
court read out the final results of
the May 6 election.

He immediately acknowledged
the challenges he inherits: “a mas-
sive debt, weak growth, high
unemployment, degraded competi-
tiveness, and a Europe that is strug-
gling to come out of crisis.”

In his first presidential speech,
Hollande promised to fight finan-
cial speculation and “open a new
path” in Europe. He has pushed

back against a European budget-
cutting pact championed by
Merkel and Sarkozy.

“To overcome the crisis that is
hitting it, Europe needs plans. It
needs solidarity. It needs growth.
To our partners, I will propose a
new pact that will tie the necessary
reduction of public debt with the
indispensable stimulus of the econ-
omy,” he said.

Hollande also pledged to bring
“dignity and simplicity” to the
presidential role – something vot-
ers felt that Sarkozy did not always
do.

With the economy in the dol-
drums and joblessness high, the
French mood is glum and many
voters are looking to the inaugura-
tion as a rare moment of national
pride, and to Hollande’s presiden-
cy as a new opportunity to make
things better.

Three hours before he took
office, the state statistics agency
released new figures showing the
French economy failed to grow in
the first quarter. Some economists
predict a contraction ahead, which
would complicate Hollande’s
promises to rein in the deficit.

World markets and other Euro-
pean leaders will be watching
closely to see whether and how
Hollande follows through on his
campaign promises, such as
pulling French troops out of
Afghanistan, freezing gasoline
prices and hiking taxes on the rich.
Observers expect that once he set-
tles into the presidency, he’s likely
to fall back into the moderate con-
sensus-building that has character-
ized his career. 

A key sign will come when he
names his prime minister, expected
later today.

Hollande received the insignia
of the Grand Croix from the hands
of Gen. Jean-Louis Georgelin, who
heads the prestigious Legion of
Honor, and the necklace of the
Great Master of the Order of the
Legion of Honor. Each linked
medallion of the necklace bears the
name of a president, with Hol-
lande’s name recently added.

Sarkozy left the palace hand-in-
hand with wife Carla Bruni-
Sarkozy, had a last handshake on
the palace steps with Hollande,
then was driven away. Former
staffers gathered in the palace
courtyard applauded loudly as
Sarkozy left, and fans gathered at
the Elysee gates waving signs
reading “Nicolas, merci!”

Guests at today’s ceremony
included France’s leftist political
elite, 10 French Nobel Prize win-
ners, France’s chief rabbi, the head
of an umbrella group of French
Muslim organizations and a host of
cultural figures.

Hollande shook hands with
many of the hundreds present at
the ceremony, then reviewed
troops in the palace gardens. Fol-
lowing tradition, 21 shots were
fired from cannons at the Invalides,
a domed complex on the opposite
side of the Seine River that holds
Napoleon’s tomb.
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Hollande new French prez Ex-tabloid editor faces
phone hacking charges
Brooks faces maximum
sentence of life in prison
By DAVID STRINGER
The Associated Press

LONDON — Ex-News of the
World editor Rebekah Brooks, her
husband and four others were
charged today over alleged
attempts to conceal evidence of
Britain’s tabloid phone hacking
scandal, prosecutors said.

The criminal charges are the first
to be filed since police launched a
new inquiry into phone hacking in
January 2011. Previously, two peo-
ple were jailed in 2007 for hacking
the phones of members of the royal
household.

Brooks, 43, who quit as News
International chief executive in
July, faces three separate allega-
tions of conspiracy to pervert the
course of justice – an offense that
carries a maximum sentence of life
imprisonment.

Alison Levitt, the principal legal
adviser to Britain’s director of pub-
lic prosecutions, said that Brooks is
alleged to have concealed material
from police – including computers
and other electronic devices – and
is accused of removing seven
boxes of material from News Inter-
national archives.

Brooks’ husband, Charlie
Brooks, a racehorse trainer;
Brooks’ former personal assistant,
Cheryl Carter; the ex-head of secu-
rity at News International Mark
Hanna; Brooks’ ex-chauffeur, Paul
Edwards; and Daryl Jorsling, a
member of the firm’s security staff,
also face allegations of obstruction
of justice.

Levitt confirmed that a seventh
person, who was also a member of
News International security staff,
would not face any charges.

“All these matters relate to the
ongoing police investigation into
allegations of phone hacking and
corruption of public officials in
relation to the News of the World
and The Sun newspapers,” Levitt
said.

The offenses are all alleged to
have taken place in the frantic days
in July when Rupert Murdoch
closed down the 168-year-old
News of The World amid wide-
spread public disgust over revela-
tions that it had hacked the cell-
phone of a missing schoolgirl who
was later found dead.

Murdoch announced his deci-
sion July 7, 2011. Levitt said the
alleged offenses took place
between July 6 and July 19.

In a statement, Brooks and her
husband said the decision by the
Crown Prosecution Service to file
charges was unjust.

“We deplore this weak and
unjust decision. After the further
unprecedented posturing of the
CPS we will respond later today
after our return from the police sta-
tion,” the couple said in a state-
ment.

Levitt said that all six would
appear for hearings at Westminster
Magistrates’ Court. No dates have
been set for the hearings.

Carter’s lawyer Henri Bradman
said in a statement that Brooks’for-
mer assistant “vigorously denies
the commission” of any offense.
He said that the ex-aide was suffer-
ing the “most unhappy period of
her life.”

Brooks, who spent more than 20
years working in the News Corp.
empire – rising from a junior
employee to chief executive –
remains on police bail over sepa-
rate allegations related to illegal
eavesdropping, and will face more
questions from detectives on that
issue in the coming months.

Last week, she was questioned
by Britain’s media ethics inquiry
over her close links to leading
politicians – including Prime Min-
ister David Cameron, a neighbor
and longtime friend of her hus-
band.

She acknowledged that while
serving as a news executive she
had frequently traded text mes-
sages with Cameron, and that he
had sent her a message of support
as she stepped down amid the scan-
dal.

Separately, police said today that
two people had been arrested in
their investigation into the alleged
bribery of public officials by
tabloid reporters seeking scoops.

A 50-year-old man who works
for Britain’s Revenue and Customs
department, which handles taxes
and welfare payments, was
detained on suspicion of miscon-
duct in a public office. 

A 43-year-old woman was
arrested over an allegation of assist-
ing misconduct in a public office
and money laundering offenses.

Yemen: U.S.
gives help in
new assault
on al-Qaida
By AHMED AL-HAJ
The Associated Press

SANAA, Yemen — Yemeni
warplanes and troops backed by
heavy artillery waged a four-front
assault on al-Qaida militants today,
trying to uproot their hold in the
south in an offensive Yemeni offi-
cials said was for the first time
being directly guided by American
troops at a nearby airbase.

The central U.S. role in the oper-
ation would be a significant step-
ping up of American-Yemeni
cooperation against al-Qaida’s
branch here, which is accused of a
string of attempted attacks against
the United States.

The offensive appeared to mark
an increased determination to
break the hold of al-Qaida in the
south, where militants have con-
trolled several towns for nearly a
year, including the provincial capi-
tal of Zinjibar.

Fierce battles continued
overnight and early this morning
inside Zinjibar, the capital of
Abyan province.

Yemen’s ill-equipped and poor-
ly trained military has stumbled
repeatedly in trying to fight al-
Qaida ever since the militants
seized territory during the political
turmoil surrounding last year’s
uprising that led to the ouster of
President Ali Abdullah Saleh. But
since Saleh’s resignation in Febru-
ary, his successor, Abed Rabbo
Mansour Hadi, has vowed to make
the fight against al-Qaida a top pri-
ority.

The effort is supported by the
U.S., which considers al-Qaida’s
offshoot in Yemen the network’s
most active. On Sunday, the White
House’s top counterterrorism
adviser, John Brennan, met with
Hadi in the capital, Sanaa.

Hadi’s office later said the
Yemeni leader briefed Brennan on
the army’s progress in the south,
which Defense Mohammed Nass-
er Ahmed described as the “final
decisive battle against al-Qaida.”

Several Yemeni military offi-
cials told The Associated Press
today that unlike previous, failed
offensives against al-Qaida, this
time the United States was provid-
ing direct logistical support to the
Yemeni military.

The officials said an airbase
called al-Annad in the southern
province of Lahj is serving as a
command center where nearly 60
U.S. troops are helping advise the
Yemenis. They also said the
Americans were providing infor-
mation and logistical support to
Yemeni troops.
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New French President Francois Hollande looks out of his car today after the presidential handover cer-
emony in Paris. The Arc de Triomphe is seen in the background.

“To overcome the crisis that is hitting it,
Europe needs plans. It needs solidarity. It
needs growth. To our partners, I will 
propose a new pact that will tie the 
necessary reduction of public debt with the
indispensible stimulus of the economy.”

Francois Hollande
In his first presidential address


