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Thank God
Almighty,

(tax) freedom
at last!

April 9 was Tax Freedom Day in the
Bluegrass State — the day Ken-
tuckians finally earned enough to

pay off this year’s tax
burden and quit
greasing the palms of
the Nanny State.
That means we

worked 99 days —
from January 1
through April 9 — to
satisfy the demands
of Washington, Frank-
fort and City Hall be-
fore we had fully paid
the tax man.
Not only is 99 a lot of bottles of beer on

the wall, it’s another indication of the high
cost of big government.
Incredibly, many of the economic ama-

teurs determining tax policy in govern-
ment’s hallowed halls actually think it’s
not enough and that we need to do more
before being allowed to escape the heavy
burden of government redistribution.
I don’t doubt the good intentions behind

such ideas. Billionaire Warren Buffett gen-
uinely believes that higher tax rates on
some Americans will eliminate debt and
control deficits.
Certainly, if Buffett wishes to donate to

the cause, he is welcome to do so. As Ken-
tucky Sen. Mitch McConnell recently said,
he’s free to “send a check” to Uncle Sam.
(Make those checks payable to the “Bu-

reau of the Public Debt” and send it to:
Dept G, P.O. Box 2188, Parkersburg, W. Va.
26106-2188.)
While I don’t question the motives of

those who support higher taxes, I do doubt
their grasp of history and current events
— both far and near.
Socialist leaders in Europe have, for

years, tightened taxpayers’ chains rather
than make serious attempts to shrink their
bloated bureaucracies or confront ever-ex-
panding deficits.
Greece plunged into economic insol-

vency even as public managers submitted
$38,000 bills for office curtains and while
one in five workers was employed by the
government bureaucracy.
A local press investigation found that the

bureaucracy had careened out of control to
the point that some government workers
don’t even bother showing up for work be-
cause there aren’t enough places for all of
them to sit.
The Cato Institute’s Daniel Mitchell, a

tax-reform expert, wrote recently that Eu-
ropean nations “have been raising taxes for
decades while almost always arguing that
higher taxes were necessary to balance
budgets and control red ink. Yet that obvi-
ously hasn’t worked.”
Look no further than the massive strikes

and riots in Europe’s streets to confirm
Mitchell’s conclusion.
Closer to home, Illinois provides a strik-

ing example of what happens when politi-
cians try to tax a state out of its fiscal
problems. Just last year, Illinois politicians
hiked the state’s corporate income tax by a
whopping 46 percent and the individual in-
come tax by an even-larger 67 percent. The
stated goal was accompanied by fruity pie-
in-the-sky rhetoric: restore Illinois’ fiscal
footing and pump up the state’s credit rat-
ing by seizing even more of taxpayers’ pro-
ductive income. Instead, they got even
more spending, lofty deficits and a down-
grade in Illinois state debt to the lowest
among the 50 states.
The aftershocks of this economic earth-

quake have resulted in an exodus of busi-
nesses and jobs. Illinois’ proclivity for
Draconian tax policy spooked some well-
known companies like Mitsubishi and US
Cellular so badly that they are considering
leaving the state altogether.
That’s a preview of what could happen in

Kentucky if some— under the guise of
“tax reform” — get their way.
Members of the Beshear administra-

tion’s current tax-reform task force would
do well to remember Winston Churchill’s
contention that “for a nation to try to tax
itself into prosperity is like a man standing
in a bucket and trying to lift himself up by
the handle.”
Considering no government at any level

ever taxed its way into prosperity, here’s
the best recommendation that could be
made: Allow citizens to begin working for
themselves sooner rather than working for
government longer.

Jim Waters is president of the Bluegrass
Institute, Kentucky’s free-market think
tank. Reach him at jwaters@freedomken-
tucky.com.

Jim Waters

Obama’s ‘Buffett Rule’ gimmick
WASHINGTON— President Obama

admits it: His proposed “Buffett
Rule” tax on millionaires is a gim-

mick.
“There are others

who are saying: ‘Well,
this is just a gimmick.
Just taxing million-
aires and billionaires,
just imposing the Buf-
fett Rule, won’t do
enough to close the
deficit,’” Obama de-
clared Wednesday.
“Well, I agree.”
Actually, the gim-

mick was apparent even without the presi-
dent’s acknowledgment. He gave his remarks
in a room in the White House complex
adorned with campaign-style photos of his
factory tours. On stage with him were eight
props: four millionaires, each paired with a
middle-class assistant. The octet smiled and
nodded so much as Obama made his case
that it appeared the president was sharing
the stage with eight bobbleheads.
And if that’s not enough evidence of gim-

mickry, after his speech Obama’s re-election
campaign unveiled an online tax calculator
“to see how your tax rate stacks up against
Mitt Romney’s — and then see what the
Buffett Rule would do.”
Obama argued that his plan to make sure

that those earning north of $1 million a year
don’t pay a lower tax rate than average
Americans — although gimmicky and insuf-
ficient — is an advance. “The notion that it
doesn’t solve the entire problem doesn’t
mean that we shouldn’t do it at all,” he ex-
plained.

That’s true, to a point. But Obama’s claim
that the Buffett Rule “is something that will
get us moving in the right direction toward
fairness” would be more convincing if he
took other steps in that direction, too.
Three years into his presidency, Obama

has not introduced a plan for comprehensive
tax reform— arguably the most important
vehicle for fixing the nation’s finances and
boosting long-term economic growth. His op-
ponents haven’t done much better, but that
doesn’t excuse the president’s failures: ap-
pointing the Simpson-Bowles commission
and then disregarding its findings, offering a
plan for business tax reform only, and issu-
ing a series of platitudes.
A search of the White House website

yields 17,400 mentions of the Buffett Rule
— a proposal that would bring in $47 billion
over 10 years, much of that from 22,000
wealthy households. By contrast, the alter-
native minimum tax gets fewer than 600
mentions on the site. The AMT, if not
changed, will take about $1 trillion over a
decade from millions of taxpayers, many of
whom earn less than $200,000 a year.
Obama’s prioritization is no mystery: The

populist Buffett Rule polls well. This ex-
plains its inclusion in countless presidential
speeches and statements. White House re-
porters, tiring of the theme, have proposed a
Jimmy Buffett Rule (three-drink minimum).
The politics of the Buffett Rule — it has

no chance of passing when the Senate takes
it up next week — are so overt that Obama’s
remarks Wednesday were virtually indistin-
guishable from a section of his campaign
speech in Florida on Tuesday.
Wednesday: “If we’re going to keep giving

somebody like me or some of the people in

this room tax breaks that we don’t need and
we can’t afford, then one of two things hap-
pens: Either you’ve got to borrow more
money to pay down a deeper deficit, or ...
you’ve got to tell seniors to pay a little bit
more for their Medicare. You’ve got to tell
the college student, ‘We’re going to have to
charge you higher interest rates on your stu-
dent loan.’ ... That’s not right.”
Tuesday: “If somebody like me, who is

doing just fine, gets tax breaks I don’t need
and that the country can’t afford, then one
of two things is going to happen: Either it
gets added to our deficit ... or, alternatively,
you’ve got to take it away from somebody
else — a student who’s trying to pay for
their college, or a senior trying to get by with
Social Security and Medicare. ... That’s not
right.”
Parts of Obama’s “official” speech will no

doubt be repeated on the stump, including
the points that “we just need some of the Re-
publican politicians here in Washington to
get on board with where the country is,” that
Obama cut taxes 17 times (the bobbleheads
nodded in agreement), and the contention
that Republicans today would view Ronald
Reagan as a “wild-eyed, socialist, tax-hiking
class warrior.”
Nothing is inherently wrong with cam-

paign-style rhetoric from the White House;
George W. Bush used it repeatedly to pass
his tax cuts and in his attempt at a Social
Security overhaul. The pity is that Obama
doesn’t use his unrivaled political skill to
sell a tax plan of more consequence — and
less gimmickry.

Dana Milbank’s email address is
danamilbank@washpost.com.

Dana Milbank

Arbor Day observation
set for April 27

Dear Editor,
The first Friday in April is the tradi-

tional Arbor Day in Kentucky. However,
the Winchester Tree Board has set aside
Friday, April 27, as our time to observe
Arbor Day. We will be giving away Bald
Cypress and Northern Red Oak tree
seedlings.
We all know the benefits of planting

trees: They clean our air, provide shade,
reduce erosion, provide habitat for
wildlife and are a renewable resource, to
name a few.
The primary reason to plant trees now

is that our urban forest has had a very
tough time the last 10-20 years. Look
around your neighborhood and think
back on the trees that were once there.
Our forest has suffered from droughts,
severe winds and heavy freezes. Replen-
ishing our urban forest for future gener-
ations is our responsibility.

Arbor Day was first proposed by J.
Sterling Morton to the Nebraska Board
of Agriculture in 1872, as a special day
set aside for the planting of trees.
That first holiday was observed by the

planting of more than a million trees in
Nebraska.
Arbor Day is now observed throughout

and beyond the United States, not as re-
pose for the past, but as purpose for the
future.
So come by and take advantage of the

free tree seedlings. The Winchester Tree
Board will be passing them out in the
parking lot of the Clark County Public
Library on Friday, April 27, from 9 a.m.
to noon.

Wayne Estes
Chairman, Winchester Tree Board

Gas price hike was unjustified
Dear Editor,
It’s a shame that every gas station on

the bypass went from 3.61 to 3.99

overnight on Friday, with the exception
of Kroger.
The last time such an increase was

seen in one day, planes were flying into
towers. The price of gas is determined by
the price of oil, and to justify such a dra-
matic increase, the barrel of oil would
have needed to jump by $10 or more the
previous day. On Thursday, the barrel
rose by 94 cents.
I also noticed that not one of these lo-

cations received a new load of fuel on
Friday, so how can the price increase? It
can’t.
The fuel in the ground had already

been paid for, so I'd estimate that each
of these stations charging 3.99 was mak-
ing at least 50 cents a gallon on Friday.
I've sold fuel for almost 10 years, these
stations should be ashamed of them-
selves.
Is anyone in Clark County going to ad-

dress this issue? I sure hope so.
Chris Conley

Winchester


