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ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) —
Third-party candidates Gary
Johnson and Virgil Goode
are blips in the presidential
race. They have little money,
aren’t on stage for presiden-
tial debates and barely regis-
ter in the polls — when
survey takers even bother to
list them as options.

Yet in a tight race between
Democratic President Barack
Obama and Republican
challenger Mitt Romney that
likely will be won or lost at
the margins, even blips can
be a big deal.

Obama’s campaign has
quietly been tracking the two
former Republican office-
holders who could be pivotal
in key states. Romney’s cam-
paign insists it’s not worried,
even though Republican al-
lies have failed to keep them
off state ballots.

Johnson is the Libertarian
Party nominee; Goode the
Constitution Party candi-
date.

“At the end of the day this
is a two-person race as we’re
factoring things in like vote
goals, turnout,” Romney po-
litical director Rich Beeson
said. “We take it into account,
but I can’t say I stay up at
night thinking about what
Gary Johnson or Virgil
Goode is going to do.”

Johnson, the former New
Mexico governor, has quali-
fied for the ballot in 48 states.
Goode, a conservative ex-

congressman from Virginia,
is on ballots in about 25
states. Their standing mat-
ters most in Colorado, Iowa,
Nevada, New Hampshire,
North Carolina and Virginia
— states Obama captured
four years ago and that Rom-
ney has worked feverishly to
convert.

In 2008, more than 2 mil-
lion voters chose someone
other than Obama or Repub-
lican nominee John McCain.
In all but a few states, the
winner’s margin was so deci-
sive that a third-party bleed-
off was hardly worth noting.
Obama’s electoral college
rout made it even less conse-
quential.

This year’s race has
shaped up to be tighter. It has
hallmarks of 2000, when
Green Party candidate Ralph
Nader drew finger-pointing
from the left as a difference-
maker between Republican
George W. Bush’s victory and
Democrat Al Gore’s loss
given the excruciatingly close
Florida finish. Jill Stein, this
year’s Green Party nominee,
is viewed as far less of a po-
tential factor than the two
right-of-center hopefuls,
Goode and Johnson.

With fewer paths to a
White House win than
Obama, Romney especially
can’t afford to surrender
votes in battleground states.

In Virginia, his biggest
threat is Goode, who could
bite into Romney’s right flank
with a campaign appealing
to voters who want to stem

legal immigration and crack
down harder on those in the
country illegally. A Baptist
with a Southern drawl who
held Virginia political office
for more than three decades,
Goode presents himself as “a
real difference between
Romney and Obama.”

Elsewhere, Johnson is the
one to watch, though he
could pose difficulties for
both major party contenders.

The handyman-turned-
politician proudly brags of
setting veto records to block
spending during two terms
as governor. Occasionally
donning a peace-sign shirt
under his blazer, Johnson
has blitzed college campuses
with a message aimed at the
anti-war, pro-drug legaliza-
tion crowd that Texas Rep.
Ron Paul cultivated in his
GOP presidential run. Paul
took a respectable share of
the vote in Colorado, Iowa,
New Hampshire and Ne-
vada.

Paul has yet to endorse
anyone in the race, and may
not. Meanwhile, Romney has
tried to heal fractures be-
tween Paul loyalists and the
Republican old guard by de-
ploying his former rival’s son,
Sen. Rand Paul of Kentucky,
to campaign events.

New Hampshire state Sen.
Andy Sanborn, an adviser to
the elder Paul, said Johnson
could score with voters at
Romney’s expense.

“That type of a libertarian
candidate will always do well
here. I’m hoping frankly that
the race isn’t close enough
that Mr. Johnson will have a
material impact in it,” said
Sanborn, who said he
planned to vote for Romney.

Johnson considers himself
a headache for both Obama
and Romney.

“I’m more conservative
than Romney on dollars and
cents. I’m more liberal than
Obama when it comes to so-
cial issues,” he said in an in-
terview with The Associated
Press.

Johnson’s support for gay
marriage, eased immigration
and a scaling back of govern-

ment search powers author-
ized after the Sept. 11 terror
attacks make him a wild card
in some key states.

One is North Carolina,
where Obama prevailed in
2008 by a slim 14,000 votes.
Some 40,000 votes were cast
for minor party candidates or
write-ins, with Libertarian
Party nominee Bob Barr get-
ting most of them. Michael
Munger, the party’s nominee
for North Carolina governor
the same year, doubted John-
son would have as much of a
one-sided effect as the con-
servative hard-liner Barr.

“I actually think there’s
sort of a gentleman’s agree-
ment about Gary Johnson
that neither party brings him
up because it takes votes
from both sides. In 2008, the
Democrats mentioned Bob
Barr,” Munger said. “They
worked to remind people of
the fact Bob Barr was in it
and real conservatives might
want to consider him.”

In Colorado, Johnson has
aligned himself with a ballot
measure to legalize mari-
juana for recreational use.

Democratic strategist Rick
Ridder, a Denver-based vet-
eran of presidential cam-
paigns, said some
Democratic activists are sup-
porting Johnson because of
his stance on the referen-
dum. But he thinks most vot-
ers passionate about making
the drug legal to possess will
send a message through the
proposition itself and make
other calculations on the
presidential race.

Goode is also on Col-
orado’s ballot. That’s notable
because two years ago for-
mer Colorado Rep. Tom Tan-
credo finished second in the
race for governor under the
American Constitution
Party’s banner.

Johnson, at least, has no
problems being labeled a
possible spoiler.

“A wasted vote is voting for
someone you don’t believe
in,” he said. “Vote for some-
one you believe in because
that’s how you change poli-
tics.”

with how it is now and there
will be those who are un-
happy with how it ends up. 

“You can’t make every-
body happy,” Sleet said. 

e council approved the
request, hoping that this will
finally settle the dispute.

Coleman approximates
that the issue began about
two years ago. e city’s
boundaries had been deter-
mined based on a map from
the early 1980s.

When a map of the city
line was laid over an aerial
photo of the area, it showed
there were houses within
the boundaries that had
never paid taxes to the city.
After some dispute by the
property owners, the Ken-
tucky secretary of state de-
termined that these
properties were within the
city limits and must pay the
taxes. 

If this were ultimately re-
versed, these properties
would only be able to sue for

the timeframe during which
they’ve been paying.

City services also were
initiated for these proper-
ties, enabling them to re-
ceive trash pickup and vote
in city elections.

In other news:
n e council had a sec-

ond reading on the tax rate.
e real property tax rate
will remain at 30.1 cents per
$100 of property valuation.
Personal property, motor
vehicle and watercraft tax
rates will be 40.83 cents per
$100. 

n e council voted to
close Smith Street at 7:30
ursday night and keep it
closed until the commemo-
ration of the Battle of Per-
ryville ends on Sunday.

n Perryville’s trick-or-
treat will be from 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. Oct. 31.

n e Danville-Boyle
County Planning and Zon-
ing Commission presented
the council its goals and ob-
jectives, which were ap-

proved. e item already
had been approved by the
Danville City Commission
and the Boyle County Fiscal
Court. 

n Community members
approached the council
about recent speed limit in-
creases that occurred on
Hardee Street. e limit was
increased from 20 to 25
miles per hour, which the
residents feel is too high.
Some requested the place-
ment of speed bumps; how-
ever, Sleet says the city
simply doesn’t have the
money. 

“We’re going to review it,”
she said, promising she

wouldn’t forget the issue.
n Council members

heard more about the prop-
erty violation notices, which
were sent out last month.
Mayor Sleet assured the
body that many of the issues
were being taken care of by
property owners. 

n Paul Webb approached
the council requesting ap-
proval for he and business
partner Jerry Houck, along
with Fire Chief Anthony
Young, to begin planning
the yearly Christmas Bazaar.
Webb said plans are to turn
the park at the battlefield
into a drive-through Christ-
mas light show. 
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TROUBLE WITH THE 
CURVE
(PG 13) 121 minutes
1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40

WONT BACK DOWN
(OPEN CAPTION TUES 10/9 @ 
4:05 & 7:05 SHOWS)
(PG) 131 minutes
1:05, 4:05, 7:05, 9:50
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personal responsibility and
to promoting a positive
campus culture,” Cho said.
“It’s their opportunity to do
something proactive to
make Centre better. Civility
is part of the campus con-
versation now, and I don't
know if it was that promi-
nent five years ago.”

Roush is one of many in
the administration quick to
minimize the role anyone
but the students played.

“is is a completely stu-
dent-led initiative, and I
think a shining example of
the fact that at Centre Col-
lege, student government
still works,” Roush said. “At
some schools, student gov-
ernment has become passe,
but that isn’t so here.”

Roush and wife Susie are
among the administrators
who also have signed the
document. 

Cho said there had been
some acts of vandalism
around campus when stu-
dent government first got
serious about drafting a doc-
ument. However, Randy
Hays, dean of student life,
said there have not been
many discipline problems
on the campus where stu-
dents typically manage their
own behavior well.

Hays said there have been
discussions among the
school’s administration
about an honor code for
years, but none of those led
to what the students ulti-
mately came up with. He
pointed to the Student Judi-
ciary, which was also in-
volved in talks about the
pledge.

“We’ve had a student ju-
diciary that has served us
well for many years,” Hays
said. “ey decided the
honor culture serves us well
here at Centre. We do have a
lot of these principles in
place already because of the

students, but to their credit,
they decided to make sure it
continues, and all we did
was encourage them.”

Michael Strysick, Cen-
tre’s director of communica-
tions, has worked at other
schools with honor codes,
including Davidson College
in North Carolina. He said
the key to making it mean-
ingful is having students in-
volved in establishing the
code from the ground up. 

Strysick, one of the pri-
mary points of contact with
the campaigns during the
lead up to the debate, has of-
fered to try to get the pledge
to the candidates. 

Following the 2000 de-
bate, commentators re-
marked about the respectful
tone maintained between
Joe Lieberman and Dick Ch-
eney. Cho said he didn't ex-
pect anything less from the
current aspirants to the sec-
ond highest office, but be-
lieves it is a perfect
opportunity for the men in-
volved in a national dis-
course that often becomes
less than civil to endorse the
school's efforts.

Most said they couldn’t
see any reason why the can-
didates wouldn’t jump at
the chance.  

“It wouldn’t be a bad les-
son for America’s political
operatives to take some of
these ideals more seriously,”
Roush said. “I’m confident
they will sign it if given the
opportunity.”

Strysick and campus
leaders would like to memo-
rialize Biden and Ryan
agreeing to the simple tenets
expressed in the document
by having them sign it and
also one of the “rill in the
’Ville II” posters.

“It would be wonderful if
they both signed the pledge
and perhaps the poster,”
Strysick said. “ose could
become a part of Centre his-
tory.”

including a high school jazz
band, middle school choir,
vocal soloist and a dance
team. 

e rally is one event in a
series of efforts to raise
youth as a priority during
the final months of the cam-
paign. Signage of how past
presidents have made im-
portant decisions that im-
pacted the well-being of
youth are visible across
Danville. 

On Monday, Kentucky
Youth Advocates will host a
policy forum at the Muham-
mad Ali Center in Louisville.
at night, there will be an
Evening with the Arts, fea-
turing performances by

Kentucky youth, and the
Colors of Life national pho-
tography exhibit, which is
built on the premise that art
can open people’s hearts
and minds to the crisis fac-
ing America’s children. 

Also, KET will have a
youth panel on the “Educa-
tion Matters” program the
hour before the vice presi-
dential debate. 

Community partners in-
clude the Boyle County
schools, CASA of Boyle and
Mercer Counties, Centre
College, Danville Christian
Academy, Danville Ind-
penedent Schools, Every
Child Matters, Heart of Ken-
tucky United Way, Kentucky
Youth Advocates and Ken-
tucky School for the Deaf.
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Unknown impact for 3rd parties
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In this Sept. 21, 2012 photo, Libertarian Party presidential nominee Gary Johnson, right, greets  students at Macalester College in St. Paul, Minn.
Third-party candidates Johnson and Virgil Goode are blips in the presidential race. They have little money, aren't on stage for presidential debates
and barely register in the polls _ when survey takers even bother to list them as options.


