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January 2007 to quickly lower 
the water level after engineers 
said the dam was at high risk 
for failure.

The dam, finished in the 
early 1950s, was built in ter-
rain that is shot through with 
caves and fissures. Water 
seeping through those chan-
nels under the foundation of 
the earthen part of the mile-
long structure created the po-
tential for failure.

The lake level is usually 
723 feet above sea level in the 
summer. The corps dumped 
enough water in early 2007 to 
reduce the level to 680 feet, 
and has kept it there.

The move shook tourism 
interests and local govern-
ments. The lower water left 
many boat ramps out of water, 
requiring upgrades; cities had 
to lower their water intakes, 
and marinas spent millions to 
move their docks and make 
other adjustments.

The drawdown also creat-
ed a perception among many 
potential visitors that the 
lake wouldn’t have adequate 
water for boating and skiing. 
That was wrong — the lake 
is still the third-largest in 
Kentucky even at the lower 
level — but overall visitation 
dropped by more than 10 
percent in the 2007 tourist 
season, and some businesses 
reported revenue declines of 
30 percent.

Visitation has not returned 
to 2006 levels.

Hamilton said the federal 
Small Business Administra-
tion gave him a loan based on 
a finding that the drawdown 
had created a disaster.

There were 11 commercial 
marinas on the lake in early 
2007. Six of those either went 
out of business, sought bank-
ruptcy protection or are op-
erating in the red, Hamilton 
said.

The corps moved quickly 
to begin injecting liquid ce-
ment into voids in the dam 
in 2007, and it hired a Euro-
pean contractor to install a 
thick concrete barrier wall in-
side the length of the earthen 
section of the dam to cut off 
leaks.

The corps installed a 
concrete barrier in part of 
the dam in the 1970s, but it 
didn’t cover the entire earth-
en section and didn’t go deep 
enough into the rock below to 
cut off all the seepage chan-
nels.

The corps said the new 
barrier wall should be done 
by early spring. There will be 
some other work still to be 
done, but finishing the wall 
is the key to raising the water 
level, which will also require 
sufficient rainfall.

If engineers give the OK, 
the plan is to let the lake fill 
up to a level of 700 to 705 
feet above sea level this sum-
mer, according to the corps 
news release.

The reason for an incre-
mental increase is to see how 
the repaired dam reacts to the 
higher level before raising the 
lake further, said Don Getty, 
the corps manager on the re-
pair project.

The corps has installed ex-
tensive monitoring equipment 
inside the dam to measure 
indicators of leaks and stabil-
ity. If the dam performs as 
expected and passes another 
safety review at 705 feet, the 
plan is to raise the lake to its 

traditional summer level with-
out stopping at another incre-
ment, Getty said in the news 
release.

Lt. Col. James A. DeLapp, 
commander of the corps di-
vision that includes Lake 
Cumberland, said in the news 
release that the agency had 
pushed to finish the repair 
project as quickly as possible.

More importantly than 
the potential boost to recre-
ation, DeLapp said, finishing 
the dam repairs will make 
the dam safer — a pressing 
concern in downstream com-
munities.

It will also improve the 

corps’ ability to generate pow-
er at the dam and reduce the 
environmental impacts of low 
water, DeLapp said.

U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers said 
in a news release that DeLapp 
called him personally Thurs-
day to report the barrier 
wall will be completed soon. 
Rogers called that wonderful 
news, and commended De-
Lapp for bringing “renewed 
vigor” to the project.

“Our marinas, local busi-
nesses, and local lake enthu-
siasts have been patient, suf-
fering business lows due to 
the low pool levels at Lake 
Cumberland and continuous 

delays in construction at the 
dam,” Rogers said. “Now it’s 
time to spread the word, Lake 
Cumberland is open for busi-
ness.”

Hamilton echoed that sen-

timent, saying he hopes the 
state will help with a market-
ing campaign for the lake.

Bill Estep: (606) 678-4655.  
Twitter: @billestep1
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DAM

Wolf Creek Dam
Wolf Creek Dam in Russell 
County impounds Lake 
Cumberland. The lake is 
about 100 miles long and 
is the largest reservoir 
east of the Mississippi 
River.
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Wolf Creek Dam at Lake Cumberland has been under repair 
since 2007, when the Army Corps of Engineers determined it 
was at high risk of failure. The corps said Thursday that repairs 
would be done this spring instead of December.
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Cumberland Lake’s water level was lowered 43 feet to relieve 
pressure on Wolf Creek Dam while repairs took place. Tourism 
also dropped. Of 11 commercial marinas there in 2007, one ma-
rina owner said six suffered financially, with some having closed.
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Harriett Hendren writes 
a shopping, fashion 
and beauty blog 
called “Fash Food” on 
LexGo.com. Enjoy the 
trends and styles she 
discovers every day!

accentwindowsanddoors.com

Buy tomorrows windows today!

Free upgrade
to triple pane

Call Now

299-3596

12mo. no interest, if paid in full in 12 mo.

Sale prices effective Friday through Monday, January 18 through 21, 2013. No price adjustments for previously purchased clearance merchandise. Entire Stock
offers exclude Clearance, Incredible Value and Web-Exclusive merchandise. Regular and original prices reflect offering prices in effect during the 90 days before or after
this sale, but not necessarily during the past 30 days. Savings may not be based on actual sales. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken. Merchandise, style and
color availability may vary by store and online. [02621C]
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$25
FRIDAY – MONDAY,

JANUARY 18 – 21, 2013

Excludes regular price merchandise, Bonus Buys, Door Busters, electronics/Tech
Trek, fine jewelry, fine and fashion watches, fragrance & cosmetics, cause-related
merchandise and other charitable items, furniture departments and mattresses,
clearance center merchandise, gift cards, Incredible Values, salon products, service
departments, special orders, Yellow Dot/ Black Dot merchandise, small electrics,
health & wellness, toys, food, coffee, candy, Brahmin, Coach, Columbia, Frye,
Levi’s, Michael Kors, Not Your Daughter’s Jeans, Silver Jeans Co., Swarovski crystal,
Tempur-Pedic and Waterford crystal. Limit one per customer. Cannot be used in
conjunction with any other coupon or “use card” discount offer. Coupon will
not be available in stores. Must be presented and surrendered at time of purchase.
Duplicates or reproductions will not be honored. Bon-Ton Stores, Inc. and its affiliates
are not responsible for and will not replace lost or stolen coupons. Valid in store only.
Cannot be redeemed for cash; no change will be given. Cannot be applied to previous
purchases or used towards a purchase of a gift card or as payment on a Bon-Ton
Stores, Inc. credit card account. The Bon-Ton Stores, Inc. associates and retirees are not
eligible. Sales tax, gift wrap, shipping and handling are not included in total minimum
purchase requirement calculation. If you return a portion of your purchase, a portion of
the discount will be lost.

A $50 OR MORE IN-STORE
SALE PRICE PURCHASE OF

WOMEN’S, MEN’S AND KIDS’ APPAREL, SHOES,
BOOTS, HANDBAGS AND ACCESSORIES

and more on original prices when you take an

permanently reduced winter
apparel, accessories,
footwear & home store
merchandise.
While supplies last. No price adjustments
for previously purchased merchandise.
Sorry, coupons not valid on Yellow Dot
and Black Dot merchandise.

extra 50% off yellow dot extra 70% off black dot

YELLOW DOT CLEARANCE!

60-75%

sa
ve

MEN’S AND
WOMEN’S BOOTS.
Women’s sizes 6-10M.
Men’s sizes 8-12, 13M.
Orig. $59-$199,
sale 29.50-99.50.

ALREADY-REDUCED
HANDBAGS & SMALL
LEATHER GOODS.
Orig. $18-$175,
sale 13.50-131.25,
now 6.75-65.62.

CUDDL DUDS.
Misses’ sizes S-XL.
Orig. $26-$34.

MEN’S WINTER
OUTERWEAR. Sizes
S-XXL. Orig. $100-$675,
sale $30-337.50.

JOHN BARTLETT
CONSENSUS LONG
SLEEVE KNITS.
Men’s sizes M-XXL.
Orig. $30.

SPORTSWEAR FOR
HER. Misses’ sizes
S-XL; Juniors’ sizes
S-XL. Orig. $24-$88.
Similar styles and
savings in Petites’
and Women’s sizes.

JUNIORS’
TOPS AND
ACCESSORIES.
Sizes S-XL.
Orig. 12.99-$54.

STUDIO WORKS AND
RELATIVITY COTTON
SWEATERS. Misses’
sizes S-XL. Orig. $40.
Similar styles and
savings in Petites’
and Women’s sizes.

THOUSANDS OF
NEW ITEMS ADDED!
look for the yellow signs

throughout the store!

ORIGINAL PRICE $44.00

25% MARKDOWN -$11.01

NOW $32.99

ADDITIONAL
50% OFF -$16.49

final
price $16.50

here’s an example of
your yellow dot savings:

ORIGINAL PRICE $44.00

25% MARKDOWN -$11.01

NOW $32.99

ADDITIONAL
70% OFF -$23.09

final
price $9.90

here’s an example of
your black dot savings:

Plus, Friday – Monday, January 18 – 21
use the coupon on sale price apparel & accessories throughout the store!

Use the coupon on top of sale prices of up to 70% off
including hundreds of in-store deals like these & more!

For the store nearest you, call 1-800-233-7626 or visit us at elder-beerman.com. Get $5 off just for signing up for emails. elder-beerman.com keyword: email

Degree programs offered:
Business Administration

Health Care Administration

Master of Business Administration

Public Safety

Sport Management

Teacher Education

Midway College is an equal opportunity institution.

Enrolling Now!


