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SOMERSET — Officials 
are making plans to raise 
the water level in Lake Cum-
berland to near normal this 
summer, buoying hopes for 
increased visitation after six 
tourist seasons of below-nor-
mal water levels  because of 
leaks at Wolf Creek Dam.

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers announced Thurs-
day that a contractor is on 
target to finish a massive re-
pair project on the dam by 
spring. The  corps had earlier 
estimated it would take until 
December 2013 to finish the 
$594 million project, meaning 
the lake level wouldn’t return 
to normal until the summer of 
2014.

With work ahead of sched-
ule, the  corps is making 
plans to raise the lake level 
this summer, the agency said 
Thursday. Still, no final deci-

sion about raising the lake 
level will be made until after 
the agency and outside ex-
perts review whether the re-
pairs have stabilized the dam, 
according to the  corps.

Thursday’s announcement 
was welcome news for busi-
nesses that depend on the 
giant lake, which generates 
millions of “visitor days” a 
year as the centerpiece of the 
regional tourism economy.

“It’s the beginning of the 
recovery,” said J.D. Hamilton, 
owner of Lee’s Ford Marina 
Resort in Pulaski County. “It 
starts to bring the lake back 
to the lake we all knew.”

The  corps, which operates 
the 101-mile long lake, made 
an emergency decision in 

Dam repairs 
ahead of 
schedule

LAKE CUMBERLAND’S WATER LEVEL COULD 
RETURN TO NEAR NORMAL THIS YEAR

By Bill Estep
bestep@herald-leader.com

 When Pauline Phillips — 
 known to millions as Dear 
Abby — died Thursday  in 
Minneapolis at age 94, she 

left pleasant 
m e m o r i e s 
for Lexing-
tonians who 
met her and 
h e a rd  h e r 
speak during 
a visit here 
in October 
1962. 

A b b y 
came to Lex-
ington to ad-
dress the an-

nual United Fund kick-off 
dinner, but her visit was not 
limited to that function. The 

petite whirlwind columnist 
had a schedule  that included 
meeting with a Teen Forum, 
speaking to a group of United 
Fund workers, posing for any 
photographer who asked and 
granting interviews to any re-
porter with a pad and pencil 
or microphone. 

Dear Abby’s advice column 
was published in The Leader, 
Lexington’s afternoon paper 
at the time, and as city edi-
tor, I was chosen to be host 
(along with my wife, Jackie) 
during Abby’s visit. When 
first given the assignment, I 

Lexington home to 
‘Abby’s’ inside joke

By William J. Hanna
Special to The Herald-Leader Advice and one-liners: Columnist 

earned millions of readers with a 
snappy, sympathetic wit. Page A2

PAULINE PHILLIPS, 1918-2013

Pauline Phillips
would send 

personal notes 
courtesy of the 

afternoon paper.

Central Kentucky’s state-backed pro-
vider of mental-health care is eliminat-
ing about 60 jobs, 30 of them currently 
filled, as a first step in reducing a pro-
jected $6 million to $7 million operat-
ing deficit.

The nonprofit Bluegrass Regional 
Mental Health-Mental Retardation 
Board, which recently was criticized for 

questionable spending by state Auditor 
Adam Edelen, approved the job cuts 
Thursday at a meeting of its board of 
directors. Bluegrass employs more than 
2,100 people in 17 counties.

“This is a painful thing, and it does 
limit our ability to do things in the 
community that we like to do and that 
we think are important,” said David 
Hanna, interim chief executive officer 
of Bluegrass.

Meanwhile, Gov. Steve Beshear is 
expected to announce big changes Fri-
day in the management contract for 
Eastern State Hospital, which Blue-
grass  operates for the state. Beshear 
has scheduled a 10 a.m. news con-
ference with University of Kentucky 
President Eli Capilouto at the new 
Eastern State Hospital, scheduled to 
open soon in UK’s Coldstream Re-
search Campus off Newtown Pike in 

MAJOR CHANGES EXPECTED IN EASTERN STATE HOSPITAL MANAGEMENT

Mental health provider cuts 60 jobs
By John Cheves

jcheves@herald-leader.com
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See DEAR ABBY, A2

‘ORGAN DONOR’ EMBLEM 
HEART OF NEW LICENSE

Starting next week, people who 
want to add their name to the Ken-
tucky Organ Donor Registry will have 
the option of having a small blue heart 
with the words “Organ Donor” printed 
on the front of their driver’s licenses, 
state Department of Transportation 
spokeswoman Lisa Tolliver said.

Kentucky updated its driver’s li-
cense in 2012, improving security and 
adding features such as a ghost image 
to reduce fraud and a veteran designa-
tion for honorably discharged military 
personnel. The organ donor desig-
nation is the last part of the driver’s 
license makeover, Transportation offi-
cials said in a statement Tuesday.

The new blue emblem embedded 
in the license, which will be offered 
beginning next Tuesday, replaces an 
orange dot sticker, according to Shel-
ley Snyder, Executive Director of Ken-
tucky Circuit Court Clerks’ Trust For 
Life. 

“Now, we don’t have to keep up 
with an orange sticker that may fade 

or rub off,” Snyder said.
Having a name placed on the confi-

dential database of all registered organ 
donors in the state means a person 
has legally consented to donate their 

organs when they die. The authoriza-
tion does not require the consent of a 
family member or other individuals.

Three Lexington women say they 
See LICENSE, A2

By Valarie Honeycutt Spears
vhoneycutt@herald-leader.com

DRIVERS AGREEING TO DESIGNATION AUTOMATICALLY ADDED TO REGISTRY
Brandi Speck 
and her son, 
Riley, 8, played 
with their new 
dog, Coconut, at 
the Specks’ resi-
dence in Lexing-
ton on Tuesday. 
When Riley was 
18 months old 
he had a heart 
transplant after 
being on the do-
nor list for only 
10 days.

BRIANA SCROGGINS

See DAM, A12

See a photo gallery online.

See BLUEGRASS, A2

Stoops 
priming his 

football Cats   
Sports, B1

Kentucky 
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Choose the Right Team from the Name You TrustTrust
Saint Joseph Center for Weight Loss Surgery is the region’s leader in
the field of medical weight loss and bariatric surgery. We offer tailored
solutions to help you lose weight and stay healthy, including medical and
surgical weight loss programs. During the past decade, our outstanding
team of surgeons, program director and bariatric professionals have
performed nearly 3,500 bariatric procedures…all at one facility.

Next FREE Weight Loss Seminar
January 28th at 4 p.m.
Education Center at Saint Joseph East
160 N. Eagle Creek, Suite 200


