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This presidential race 
could get vicious 

You thought Barack and Mitt were 
fierce presidential candidates? Try  Ahpun 
the polar bear and Denali the wolf.

The Alaska Zoo in Anchorage, in 
what it acknowledges is a  shameless 
promotion and fund-raising ploy, 
is conducting an election between 
Ahpun and Denali. The winner will 
claim the zoo presidency, according to 
 development director Eileen Floyd.

The election is about who will best 
represent the Alaska Zoo for the next 
four years, she said. “I assure you this 
race is not about the color of their fur, 
their gender, or even a species issue,” 
Floyd said.

Ahpun (ah-POON) has been at the 
zoo since she was 3 months old. She 
was found  orphaned on the Chukchi 
Sea coast about 700 miles northwest of 
 Anchorage. Denali has his own Super 
Pack — several siblings brought to the 
zoo with him when they were orphaned 
near McGrath in interior Alaska about 
275 miles southwest of Fairbanks.

Supporters will be able to buy the 
election. Ballots are $1. Zoo officials 
are hoping people will stuff ballot 
boxes attached to the animals’ pens or 
online. Floyd said money from outside 
interests is welcome.

The zoo election will follow the 
same time line as the national race. 
Ballots for Ahpun and Denali may be 
cast until 8 p.m. Nov. 6.

Vote totals are updated daily on the 
zoo Web site, Alaskazoo.org.

Speedy delivery required pit stop
A New Hampshire woman and her 

baby are doing fine after the woman 
gave birth in the New Hampshire 
 Motor Speedway parking lot.

After Shawna Arnold went into 
labor last Friday, she and her boyfriend 
began driving to a hospital. But when 
Arnold realized she was about to give 
birth, they made a pit stop at the 
 racetrack parking lot in Loudon.

Arnold told WMUR-TV that she and 
her boyfriend delivered the baby, named 
Katie, in their car. An EMT at the track 
then came to help, and the couple and 
baby were taken to a hospital.

Speedway general manager Jerry 
Gappens has given the baby two tickets 
to NASCAR races for the rest of her life.

Good Samaritan does it again
An Ohio man is thankful for the 

 intervention of a Good Samaritan — 
the same one who helped him once 
before, eight years ago.

Gerald Gronowski had a flat tire 
east of Cleveland recently when 
 Christopher Manacci stopped to help. 
During the encounter, Gronowski 
began talking about another stranger 
eight years before who had helped him 
pull out a hook that got stuck in his 
hand while he was fishing.

They then figured out that Manacci 
was the man. He had been kayaking 
nearby.

Gronowski tells The (Cleveland) 
Plain Dealer he feels it’s now his job to 
help someone else.

He also offered to take Manacci 
fishing, but Manacci said that 
 considering the bad luck Gronowski 
has had fishing, they should go 
 bowling instead. 
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ODDLY ENOUGH
WEIRD NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Ahpun, a female polar bear, and Denali, a male gray wolf, are vying to become “president” 
of the Alaska Zoo in Anchorage. Voting is open through the U.S. presidential election Nov. 6. 

PHOTOS BY DAN JOLING | ASSOCIATED PRESS

355 Romany Road
859-367-6687
www.thetulipbistroandbar.com

Tulip Featured
Items

The Tulip’s famous Steamed
Mussels served in a garlic anise cream
sauce

Grilled wedge salad
Gorgonzola, toasted almonds, bacon,
tomato and a sherry vinaigrette or blue
cheese dressing.

Herb crusted chicken
pan seared breast and thigh,served
with a crispy goat cheese polenta,
grilled asparagus and sauce provence
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