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We love to learn

Sure, the Bluegrass is 
famous for basketball, as in 
the University of Kentucky 
winning its eighth basketball 
national championship. 

But the Bluegrass is filled 
with other talented people 

who have won prizes, ac-
colades and praise for lots of 
other talents besides sports.

Last year, for example, 
Lexington poet Nikky Finney 
won a National Book Award, 
and won countless new fans 
with her acceptance speech. 
Wendell Berry, who’s won 

too many prizes to count, 
not only earned a National 
Humanities Medal from 
President Barack Obama in 
2011, but delivered the annual 
Jefferson Lecture in March, 
called the most prestigious 
honor the federal government 
bestows for distinguished 

intellectual achievement in the 
humanities.

Others may not get as 
much ink, but get big honors 
for their talents as well. 

Take UK professors Chris 
Crawford and Steven Yates. 
Crawford won a five-year, 
$750,000 grant from the U.S. 
Department of Energy to study 
the forces that hold the atomic 

nucleus together and that 
cause nuclear decays. Yates got 
$880,520 to work on nuclear 
energy technology in the UK 
Accelerator Laboratory.

Meanwhile, a graduate 
of Dunbar High School is 
preparing to go to Oxford 
University as one of just 32 
American students named 
Rhodes Scholars. Victor Yang, 
21, a 2008 Dunbar graduate, 
attended Harvard for the past 
four years. He had already 
made headlines for getting a 
perfect score on the ACT col-
lege exam.

That tradition has con-
tinued at Dunbar. In the 
past year, six students from 
that high school earned 
perfect ACT scores: Melanie 
Schmocker, Dustin Doss, 
Corey Lockridge, Casey 
Ren, Leia Wedlund and Wil-
liam Walters. Macy Early of 
Henry Clay High School also 
achieved that high. Nation-
ally, roughly one-tenth of 1 
percent of test-takers achieve 
a composite 36.

UK student Taylor Lloyd 
was one of just 26 winners 
of the Astronaut Scholar-
ship Foundation, a $10,000 
prize. She was recognized for 
outstanding college work in 
science and technology. 

Writer David King has 
won lots of praise for his new 
book, Death in the City of 
Light: The Serial Killer of 
Nazi-Occupied Paris. King, 
a former history professor at 
UK, now spends all his time 
writing. His previous books 
include Vienna, 1814, and 
Finding Atlantis.

Not one but three Lexing-
ton artists were named the 
New Superstars of Southern 
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Talented Kentuckians get high praise
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President Obama awarded Henry County author Wendell Berry the 2010 National Humanities Medal at a White House ceremony on March 
2, 2011. Berry, the author of more than 40 books, was honored for his achievements as a poet, novelist, farmer, and conservationist.
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